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seminaries, no Catholic organ, only a lew pupils in cur
schools, few missions and missionaries ; the ecclesiastli-
cal hierarchy had not vet been established , instead of
five dioceses, there wete two vieaniates ; instead  of
400,000 Catholies, bardly 160,000, Now we sie 16,000
pupils in our wthools where the Catholic religion 35
taught with perfect frecdom ; we sre  seminaries at
Kandy, Jallra, and Colombo, for the formation of the
rnative clergy , we sec Calholic colleges in the pinei-
ral eemires; Cevlenese  and INurapean  hrotherhoods,
nemergis  communtlics of runs who have de-
voled  their hibe 1o Aeg hirg or o tbe relicf of hine
man infirmities and work with such ardent zeal for
the glory of Geod and the salvation of souls; many
orphanages and industiial schools, a reformatory, con-
fraternities and associations cstablished for 1he exten-
ston of the Kingdem of Jesus Chnist, numerous  mis-
sions divided and sub-divided so miuch thal wheie there
was formerly ore mIssICRATY, We now soc fhe  or six
or mere, cach having a8 much or even more work ihan
he had them, owing to the sirenger piely of the faitn-
ful.

ENGLAND—Departure of Misslonaries

A party of nussionaries have startied from Mili Hiil
for the Belgian Congo, They are the first Knglish-
speaking missionaries  who will labor in that region,
The party conslats of seven priests and is in charge
of the Rev. Father O'Grady. The depatuie ceremony
al the college was private. TFather Ilenry, 1he Super-
ior-General, accompanied the Fathers to Brussels, wheie
a solemm departure ceremony look place in the Church
of St. Gudulde,

FRANCE-—The Parochial Clergy

In estimaling the weigh{ of public apinien in France
in the malter of scparation between Chirch and State
{ray¥s the * Catholic Times '), il is well not 1o omit the
parothial dergy in the rural districls  Should the
Concordat be abogated, and lhe (burches taken from
their possessors, a great reaction might not improbably
tale place in the views of the countiy eieetors  Thou-
sands ot Frenchmen, who cannot be called practical
Catholics, regard DRaptism and mariiage and burial as
ecelesiastical  rites  necessary  for their cnldren, and
woald shrink from bemg deprived of the Church's  ser-
vices ip those important matlers.  They would neier he
content to exchange the priest [o= the mayor or prefect.
Whatever else they may think, they ihink they should
ha'e Christian  Biptism, mar-daege, and burind And
should the State oarry ils perseculing poliey <o far as
to mahe 1t mmpascibie for the dergy to administer these
g~ititual helns, they  would feel  that it bhad deprived
them ef a gieal censolation  and o netessary sieceor.
Therr sympathy and support swould veer round 1o 1he
clergy, who nnaht fird  that persecation of themsclies
hatd proved a wholesone lesson to thenn FPocks Soooat
least 1hiny af-ite observels of Freneh aftans, ard manv
believe {hat AL Combes’ Bil, il passed, will Iead with
starthing suddenness te o campalgn in the country parts
in favor of the Church,

ROME-—The Sacred Co'le; e

Owing Lo the sospension of  diplomatic relabions be-
tween {he Frenen (fosernment and the Tiolv See (wiiles
a Rome correspondent) the Cardinals de Ctutia abslained
this velar for the arst fime flom sending persemal let-
ters of congratviation on the occasion of the new vear
to President Loubet. The canons of St Joha at the
Lateran, of which  chapler the Fren b Presudent s
henorary member, also omitied their usual conoratvla-
{ions. As an imsoration, it is stated on pood autlotily
that Prus X this year forwarded en autograrh letter of
greeting to Pierident Roosesell, through the Ancsionr
delegation at Washingion, ara ibat <imdar \(‘i‘l(‘!'h hate
been sent to tlie Awmerican President by Cavdinpls Gih-
bons, Satolll, ard Martinells at the evpress desire ol
the Pore. Tius N tas also sent perscnal letlers  of
greetin%: ta ull the Liniobean sotverelgns who-c countrie,
are in dinlomati mtereontse with the 1loly See, and has
received a large nimber of congratulatory messages
from the ceurls of (he varous.countiics of the would

Letters of Greeting

Ilere are some mieresting statisties as to the mem-
bership of the Sacred Collese. Number of C'zrdirals on
January 1, 1905, 61, number of vacancies, 9. Duning
the presenl pontificate four L‘nrdinafsv died, one of wham,
(ardinal Langenienx, died on New Year's Day. Of the
61 Cardinals, only one, Cardinal Oveglia, was created by
Pius IX., 58 were crealed %y Leo X115, and twe, Car-
Winals Merry del Val and Callegari, weie ('1'(;3_196 hy 'lhp
reigring  Pontif.  Tre eldest Cardinal s Oardinal
Richard, Archbishop of Paris, who is 86 years old ; the
youngest is Cariinal Merry del Val, whe is in Hig fer-
tieth year. Of the 61 Cardinals 37 are Ylalians. The

Roman Curia is made up of .30 Cardinals, of whom four
ate non-I'talians.  They are Cardinals Merry del Val,
Vaves, Sleifwiber, and Mathiew.  During the pontificate
ol Leo XITI. 11§ Cardinals dicd, Of 1lhese four had
heen created by Gregory XV1., 57 by Pius I1X., and 83
by Leo XIII,

The Pontifi’s Humility

Much of {he pervading, all-vanquishing charm of
Prs X lus (writes o Home correspondent) m his nro-
forud and ol course upvbitusive, yel cvel sensible, hLu-
mihity. That, as at the lealification, whep he 1s
botpe 1n pomp through St. Peter’s, 1s the intangible yvet
dominant note of every Papal pageant. St.  Charles
was the Cardinal, Pies is ihe Pope, of Innulitas. A
story might be culled fram every day al the Vatican.
Here §s one. The Rev. Irie Green, parich priest of
Westminster Cathedral, and the HKev. Henry D. Yeo, of
SUo Peter's, Leamington, had a privale audience of t¥e
Pentilf en January 10. The conversation passed in
Latn; the two priests were fmmenscly pleased. Father
Yco told the Pone how devoted English Catholics wete
to him. Pilus X. smilingly assented, but said : ¢ Not
to me personally, but to the authority of St. Peter,
which resydes in me '—and, as usual, the Pontill’'s words
were few but  full of meaming. Fle had received  his
guesls standing @ that belongs to his simplicity of ways,
which is part of his humility. Ile 1iold them to take
a chatt, becaupe Lhele was one near Lls own.  Both
hur fed to tae a chair. ¢ Ng, not twe; one,’ he said.
The two priests sat heside him. Then the three talked
in familiar manner. The visitors said thet they were
inghsh priests come to Rome. * Ah,.ves,’ the Pope re-
mned,  the Engli~h priesis have a great work before

them.”  And ke procecded to insist ubon the work and
1ts scope for devotion. Ilis  1Joliness accorded the
priests  permission to give Lhe Apostplic Blessing in

public on thei~ retuin, and he atlached a Plenary Indul-
gence to the faver, hai he explalned carefully, as now
al least it is always s wont to do, the conditions at-
tarhed  Thevy were, he said, Confession, Commanion,
and prayer for the intentdon of the Iuly Sce.

UNITED STATES —Church Centenary

Preparations are being made for the celebration an
July 7, 1906, of 1he ome hundredth amnisersary of the
laymng of the corner-stone ol the Baltimore Cajhedral.
Tt 15 cexpected that many distinguished ecclesiastics will
be present, ond that the event will prove serond in fm-
portance only to the laying of the corncr-stone itsell,

An Appreciation

On ibe death of Bisliop TPhelan, of DPitisburg, his
successer, Bishop Caneiin, received a note of condolence
from the Protestant Lipiseopsl Bishap of Western Penn-
sthvania, in which thal prelate said - * 11 was my plea-
cute and jrivelege 1o Pnow bim and admire him for the
artrabihty  and st englh of his charactor and the wis-
dom and snecess of s admimistration. I oshall do mwv-
<eit the horor to attend s funperdal, and  join my
jravers 1o vours for his rest and peace, and for g bles-
g upen his snceessor ard the diocese,’

ASSOCIATIONS' LAW IN FRANCE

TRIALS OF THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS

The following extracts ftom a letter of 2 member of
the Visitaficn Order in France to relalives in Auckland
will g1 ¢ cpr readers an idea of the persceutlion to
which the religrous Orders 1 tliat lodge-ridden  land
are sibectod by the Governinent of the day —

“When  our  bhome  al Versallles  was  broken
un, 1t was  more as  a  precaulionary measure,
and al-o beeanse the Polish Siste s really wished to
retiirn 1o their country, than an effect of the persecu-
tien which was then beginming., Al present it is guite
a differont matter. I wiil now relale the events that
have tahen place in our usually so uneventful  life.
When I last wrote we had just sent away our pupils
as o meadure of precantion, hoping  thus 1o prevent
the liw—then lLeing discussed—irom Ueing applied to
s, A8 soon as they had gone we sckd off the school
furniture, wo that in case of domiciliary +isits, we
covld prove that we bad no inlention of coptineing to
tearh.  We set to work ito execute the orders for
work that we had received, and for about three weeks
we thoroptehilv enjoyed the guwet and our regular reli-
gious life. which is 50 dislurbed when there is a school,
as the real aim of our Order is the contemplative life.

The Iniquitous Law,

forbidding all congregations henceforward to teach,
was finally passed by 1ibe Senale on ihe Tth July. On
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