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INTERCOLONIAL.

The bazaar in aid of the funds of the Cathedral
Hall, Melbourne, resulied in a met profit of over £3000.

The promoters of the furtd for Messts. Duggan and
Keilly, political ‘prisoners, formerly exiled 1o West Aus-
tralia, are providing a cottage for them at Perin pend-
ing their return to Ireland. = An appeal has been made
to Irish-Americans for funds,

The Ven. Archdeacon 1V'Arcy has presented to  the
Bathurst Uonvent of Mercy a statue of the Immaculate
Coneeption. The stabue is cast in iron and stends ab-
outi 5t} high. The work is a masterpiace of art, the
feathares are beautifuily cast, while 4h& hanging of the
drapery is perfect. The statue was made in France,
and arrived in Bathurst,a few days ago. It is to be
placed in the centre d¢f the ganden, and the work‘in con-
nectdon with its erection is mow Being carridd out.

Regret is being expressed throughout Ballamat and
district, says the ¢ Age,” at the decision of the Phoenix
Founidry Gompany to clese down its works.  Altoge-
ther no fewer ‘than 349 locomotives have since 1872 been
built in the foundry for the Railway Department at a
cost of £1,250,000, while between £600,000 and £700,000
has beem expended in wages. The plant in  the huge
establishment is valued at over £30,000. For g long
while 400 hands were employed, and their wages total-
led over £1600 fortnightly. Latterly, as the work of
locomotive construotion slackened off, omly about 76
hands were angaged.

The Inspector of Catholic sohools in the arcitdiocese
of Melhpurne rejports as follows :—The total number of
children who ailteénded our 111 primary schools during
the year was 21,714. The total wmumber of teachers
were 447, of whom 232 were members of religidus Or-
ders. The npumber taught by religious Orders was
17,012, amd by lay teachers 4702. The Sisters of Mercy
have 5457 im their schools, the Sisters of Charity, 3066
the Sisters of 8t. Joseph, 1905 ; and the Christian
Broflhers, 1976. The cost of maintemance for last vear
of the 111 primary schools was £22,450, whiist the new
schiow] Buildings reached no less a sum than £10,916 16s
1d, amd the expendiiure on alterations, repairs, ete., was
£1669 15s 8d, making a grand total 'of £35,036 s 10d.

At a conversaviene tendered to fhe stallholders at
the baraar in  abd of the funds of the Cathedral Iail,
Melbourhe, his Grece the Archhishop said he was asked
wihat he expected the result of the bazaar to be, and
replied about £3000. It was highly satisfactary to find
that, after paying expenses, that result had been achic-
weld. He sincerely thanked all who hasd taken part in
the bazaar, and helped to eain such a magnificent re-
sult. Dhring the past two vears the sum of £20,000
had been expended on the hall, club rooms, amd the pri-
miary sdhiool. 1le had paid a considerable portion of thot
himself. Of the total £14,000 had now heem paid off.
‘apid only £6000 remained due. No public appeal would
be maide to meet the interest om that sum.

In the course of an address at the distribution of
prizes to the studemts of Riverview College, Sydney,
Archbighiop Kelly, referring to the importance of history
and seciemce, said thore was a difficulty abotuit these, but
as a Cathelic, he was nof afraid of the truth, but they
must guprd against falseliood and malice. They heard
from real historians how difficult it was to write reli-
able history. Ile mentioned Mr. Lecky to show that a
historian must be a man of research, discernment, of
loyvalty to truth, and high principie. He must be neu-
tralised as far as party went in order {o write accurate
history., Catholics were not afraid of history. 'There
were at the Vatican valuable archiees thrown open by
Leo XIIi. to the students of the world., IHistory in
the gpirit of bias was dangerous, poisonous. He had
heen accused of oalling the system of popular instruc-
tion in this State porsonous. He had never called that
system poisionous. He had said of instruction as given
in Ireland that it was poisonous. He now said : * Crive
us ho thistiory rather than biassed history.’ Some time
apgo, Speaking on the Papacy, he had elaimed that the
credit 'of achieving Magna Charta was duee to bhe Pap-
acy. Some time later a letter sigred * Civis ' appenred
in the press contradicting that statement. As the letfer
‘appearcd to be written in a 9pirit of contemtion he did
not reply to it. DBut the Magna Charta om the statate
baok of Emgland was that given not by Pope Immocent
of King John’s time. as referred to by ¢ Civis,’ but was
that signed by the Papal Legate of his successor, Hon-
orius TII. That just showed how history conld be mis-
written, aid miswritten history was the bane of stu-
dents,

Friends at Court

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR
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December 25, Sunday.—Feast of the Nativity of Our
Lord.

' 26, Modday —St. Siephen, the first Martyr.

' 21, Tuesda.y.l-'—?t. Johin, Apostle and Evahge-
isi.

' 28, Wednesday.—The Holy Innocents, Martyrs,

. 29, Thurgday.—S4, Themas, Bishop and Mar-
tyr.

+r 30, Friday.—St. Flizabeth of Hungary, Widow.

. 31, Saturday —St. Sylvester I., Pope and Con-
fessor.

———ien

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

. Today the C'arch rejoices over the birthday of her
Divine Fouwlder—the Redeemer of mankind. The time
appomted for the cntrance of the Son of God imto the
world Baving. arrived, Mary and Joseph were led by
Divine Prowitlence to Bethlehem. Wailing to cobtain ad-
mitiance o the inns, lthey were compelled to  take
refluge i a grotdo, which served as a shelter for cattle.
There our Blessed Saviowr was born to a life of pov-
erty, humiliation, and suflering. e came to reldeem the
world, and to draw to Himself the aflections of men,
and thercfore He presented Himself in the most amiable
form form that can be imagined—that of an innocent,
helpless babe.

St. Stephen, the First Martyr.

2t. Stephen was one of the seven who were chosen
to assist the Apostlles in  the daily distribution of
alms, and who, by the imposition of the Apostles’
hands, ware raised to the Obpder of Deacons, and quali-
lied to discharge some of the inferfor duties of the
sacendotal office. By his zealous efforts for the propa-
gatton of the Gospel, he stirred up the hatred of some
of the Jews, who stoned him to death. He thus had
the hicnor of being the first among Christ’s disciples to
seal his faith with his blood.

St. John, Aposile and Evancelist.

St. John was the brother of St. James the Greater,
and is mentioned in the Gospels as ¢ the disciple whom
Jesis loved." 1le was one of those faithiul few who
sood by the Cross, and it was to him our dying
Saviour recommended the care of His mother. Afler
the Asceénsion St. John remained chielly in Jerusalem,
though he sometimes vmdertook long and arduous jour-
neys for the jurpose of soreading the knowledge of the
doctrines and sufferings of Christ. 'Dhe closing years
of tis life were spont at Fphesus, where he died about
the year 100. Fe wrote his Gaospel to refuie the here-
sics- of  his lime, and is also the author of three
Ilpistles, which form part of the New Testament,

The Holy Tnnocents, Martyrs.

On tihis day we commemorate those innocent children
wihiose martvrdom is mentioned by St. Matthew in the
second dhapter of his (rospel. 1llerod, wishing to des-
troy the new-born Saviour, ‘' sending, killed all the
miale children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the
borders therdof, from two years odd and unider.?

St. Thomas, Bishop and Martyr.

St. Thomas A'Beckett was horn in London in 1117,
ITaving embraced  the ecclesiastical state, and given
proof of singular ability and fervent piety, he was soon
calleid 1o occupy very important positioms in the Church.
In 1157 he was appointed L.ord Chamncellor of England
by King Henry II, and in 1162 was elected Archbishop
of Canterbury. Though remarkable for humility and
mechness, he did not hesitate to boldly defend the rights
of the Church against the unjust attacks of the English
king. His firmness dost him his life. He was murdered
in s (athedral by four knights at the instigation of
the king, A.D. 1170.

St. Elivabeth of Hunpary, Widow,

St. Elirabeth was the daughter of the King of Hun-
gary, and the wife of Louis, Landgrave of Thuringia, She
was remarkable for her charily, and took a special de-
light in serving the sick with her own hands. On  the
death of her husband, St. Elizabeth was drivep from her
home, and reduced to take shelter with her children in a
bmilding that had been used for swine. These and etber
privations she bore uncomplainingly. She died in 1431,
in the twenty-fourth year of her age.
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