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mzn ?’  On Mr. Bediord's side (the affirmative) the de-
hatey if properly reportad, was slipshod alilke
coplion and exccntion.  As for the strolling ¢ oralor,
ho simply did not face the issue. His part in the pro-
ceedings was apparently limited to  a few hollow-sound-
ing Ingersollian misstatements, some of ihe cusiomary
cant of attherstic * humanitariamsm * (so-called)—and the
fobbinz  of whal was probably the biggest colleciion
that ke handled since he touched the shores of  New
Zealand.
L]

' Noise proves notlhing,” says Mark Twain ; * oflen
a2 hen which has menely laid an egg cackies as if she
had laid an asfercid.” Our foreign visitor has, Lo use
Carlyle’s phrase, *swallowed formulags.’ But ke has
mot digested them. Nerther has he learned {hat  loud
and vehemenl asserlion does mot  tramnsmuie shallow
sophism into sound reawoning nor misstatement into
sober fact  Nowadays seienlific men do not caakle over
Lhg failacies of Tom Paine ror the sneers of Vollaire
nor lthe crude and barbarous illogicalities and contro-
sial dighomestics of Robert Ingersoll. They know too
much for that. Onee upon a time a conceited and blus-
teriig Fremch gereral declared, in the presempee of  ihe
elder Alexander Dumas : ‘I cannct form ihe shighiest
coneepliom of the mysterious Being known as the good
Giod.”  The cecentlric author of ¢ Monte Cristo * knochad
the sneerer mside out with the following unewpeocied
answery S General, T have in  my house four dogs, 1wo
apes, and a parrol, and I assure you that ikeir opinions
ara absolutely ana entirely identical with yours.
Dumas’ remark was by mwo means so trivial either then
or wew 28, at first blush, it may seem. To-day, as in
tus time, ihere is probably much so-called atheism and
sneering at religion that are merely gkinsdeep and not
grounded upon serious study or Investigation of the smb-
fect. * All roads lead to Rome,’ So the saymg run-
neth.  And ils counterpart is bvhis: ¢ All ihe groal
highways of knowledge Jead to Gioil! With unerring
certizinly the stwdy of all mailter, the whole realw: of
physical science, so fong as it stantls on the firm  and
sute griaund of fact, Twad back to the One Fired Cause,
whigh 1s G, No system of the universe,” days Sir
Joseph Dawwon, 1in lus * Modern Tdeas ol Fvolution)’
fcan dipense with a Iirst Cause, etermal amd  seli-
existent ; and s Fust Cause must necestsanily be the
Ining God, Whose will iy Uhe uitimate force and the
prigin of natural law.” Fanaday was the wisard of
mpdarn scicnee.  In his ' Lxperimental Researches ’ (p
4G65) he sums up, i the words of a higher revelation,
the revelation whith s life-long study of nature made
to him. ‘T beheve,’ said he, ' thatl the invisible things
of Him from #he creation of the world are clearly
seeny beiny  understpod by ihe things that are nvade,
even Ilis elernal power and Godhead.’

»

These are bul samples of testimony taken at random
from among the foremost of the world's scientific men,
There is mo alhcism abobt true science. Bul, of course,
thero mre many who will not see.  Nelson, for instance,
on a historic oceasion clapped his ‘blind eye 1o the tele-
goopey and ‘did nol see’ the signal which he preferred
1o disregard. And, ¥n the comecdy trial in ' Pichwiok,’
did not Sam Weller ook staight up into the roof of
the court and, therciore, ' didn't see’ his portly father
sitting conspicucusly in the gallery 7 Thete are 1hose
who * do not see’ God in His universe becapse He is a
Persomage whom they would willingly ignore. The shal-
Tow thinkers and the vociferous half-educated fancy, 1oo,
that we are in another ' twilight of the gods.’ But
tiiree Wundred years ago Sir Francis Bacon clapped the
calp upon their form of the atheistic fad. A little learn-
img, said he, leads to atheiem ; deop study leads back
to faith.

Mr. Bedford, M.H.R., and the * Romish ' Church.
Mr. Boadford, M.H.R., is probably a well-meaning it
gomewhat nexperienced young man. He may feel the

in con-:

nedd of airing his traditions from time bo time to keep
the blue miould off them, but he would do well to ro-
serve that function for the pulpit, and 4o pitch in a
somewhat lower key some of the atlertnces which he
makes friom the public platform to general apdiences of
his fellow-citizens. It was, jor instance, a mneedless of-
fence to mainy of his hearers in a 'public débate on last
Friday in Dunedin to speak of the * Romish * Chmroh as
having * Pought agafst Christ * when il omposed Luiler,
Macanlay, referring to some of the envenomed partisan
mythe seb afloat against English Catholics in the seven-
teenth century, said : * They have bedn abapdoped by
stautesmen to aldermen, by aldermem to clergymen, by
clergymen to old women, amd by old women to Sir Har-
aourt Lees.” Mr. Bedford should abandon suwch offansive
theological slanz as * Romish ® Yo fanatics of the deap
vellow siripe of Sir Harcourt Lees. The word has long
ago passdd gut of respeetable society. Its place to-
day is practically limited to the gutter controversy of
the Order of the Sallron Sash, 'and in using it Mr. Bed-
ford claps mpon himself a stigma of ill-myafiners which
no culfivated man shoatd care to bear.
-

In fhe course of the 'debate Mr. Bedford was sipgu-
¥orly  unhappy in his  referdnces to Luther and  the
¢ Romiskr 7 Churceh.  Tale, for instance, his statement
that Christdanity overthrew slavery. Quite true. But
1t was not an  abstract Cfhristianily that burst the
shachles of  the slave. It was applied Christianity—
Cliristianity at wori in the daily ltves o©f men and
wormen.  And 1l sie happens that the men and women
who achiaved this were those of the ‘ Romish * Church.
They, andd they alone, broke dowh the slavery of the old
pagan Ways. The Cliurch’s course of action was, says
Balufii, * measured, not sudden or revolulionary.’ So
deep amd old-stamding a social sore naturally ook a
leng time to theal. The Churdh's work on behalf of the
slave regolvad itsell inbo three kinds: (1) She pro-
claimed {the equality and fraternity of all men in the
sight of God ; (2) she raised the moral dignity of labor ;
(3) dhe gave an unexampled inypetus to the movement
for enfrandbising slaves. Not alone the priestheod, but
the eprscopale, was open to manumibted slaves in the
carly Churdi.  The noble church of St. Vitalis at Rav-
enna (Ttzly) was dedicated to the memory of 2 martyred
stave.  Phe Catholic monks were the pioneers of mcklern
free industrial life.  They remioved the stigma of con-
tempt that atlached to labor ; they worked for work's
sahe aml (od's sake and their neighbor’s sake: they
softened and sweetened everywhere the life of the tiller
of the soil. At least ten Popes issued fulminations
against the enslavement of their fellow-mem. Im  over
forty Councils the (atholie bishops enzcted laws for the
protection of  slaves, for their gradual emancipation,
crected schools and asylums for them, sanctified their
manumigsion by solemn religious serwices, and excom-

municateld all who attempied to deprive ihem of 1heir
freedom. DBoth ip Kast and West the Catiholic monks
enyamcipaled the slaves on land given to them. Alms
wera collected for their enfranshisement ; two great

religigus Orders—that of the Trinitarians and of Our
L.ady of Mercy—were founded for {he redemwption I
Cbristians who had been ensiaved by the Mahomedans ;
maumiiling as an act of dewotion and lewving slwves
their liberty by will were encouraged by the Church
everywhere. The result is stated by the rationalist
historian, Lecky: In the twelith century ' slaves in
Fungpe were very rare. In the fourleenth century sla-
very was almost unknown.' It had, at worst, beem
mitigated into serfdom and villeinage. Amnd these, in
turn, gave way to the ahsolute liberty of the free amd

untied worker.
-

When Luther hegan his revolt he found slavery non-
exiztent in  Durdpe and its very memory dim and biur-
red. He hastened to advocate its re-infliction on  his
kind. He aidvocated the mowing down of the revolted
poasauts as if they were ‘mad dogs.' In one of his
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