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'
On Mr. Bedford's side (tihe affirmative) the .de-

bate,, if prtofpeirly reported, was slipshod alike in con- v,
cqlptioin aju'd execution. As fior the strolling

' orator,'
he singly dift not face the issue. His part in the pro-
ceedings was apparently limited to a few hollow-sound-
ing Ingcrisk)Lliian mi&statements, some of the customary
feaJnt of atiheistic

'
hunranitariamsni' (sio-callod)— and the

fotaMng of what was probably the biggost collection
th>at ho handled bincc he touched the shores of New
Zealand.

'
Noise proves nothing,' aays Mark Twain ;

'
often

a hen whidlx has merely laid a)n egg cackles as if sjie
ha)d laid an asteroid.' Our foreign visitor has, to use
Carlyle's phrase, '

swallowed formulas.' But lie has
(not digested them. Neither has he learned that loud
and vehement assertion does 'not transmute shallow
sophism into sound reasoning nor misstatement into
sober fact Nowadays scientific men do not caqkleover
JLhq fallacies of Tom Paine nor the sneers of Voltaire
nor the crude and barbarous illogicalities and cpntro-
ei)al dislliomestics of Robert Ingersoll. They know too
much for Wiat. Once upon a time a conceited and blus-
teririg 'P^c/nC/li gereral declared, in the presenjee of tihe
elder Alexander Duina-s :

'
Ic-anmot form the 'Slightest

cotncciptiiooi of the mysterious Being known as tihe good
Gfc»d.' TVie ewemtric author of

'
Monte Cn&to ' kjnockad

the sneerer inside out with the following unesipoctcul
answer \: ''General,Ihave in my house four dpgs, two
apes, and a parrot, and Iassure you that tlheir opinions
are absolutely ana entirely identical with yours.'
Dainuas' remark was by "no means so trivial either then
ot now as-, at first blush, it may seem. To-day, as in
this time,, t|iere is probably m)uc<h so-called atheism anjd
s/neoring at religion that are merely gkin-deep and not
grj'oTinded .upon serious s-tudy or investigation of the sdib-
se)ct. ' All rpa'ds lead to Rome.' So the saying run-
neth. Amd its counterpart is this:

'
All the groat

highways of knowledge lead to GtoU.' With unerring
certaiaty the st'-udy of all matter, the whole realm of
physical science, s.o long as it stands on tihe firm amd
bimo griduaild fact, Te'ad back to the One Firs*, Cause,
w)hiqh is (JioU. 'No system of the universe,' slays Sir
Jpselph Dawsion, in his ' Modern Ideas ol Evolution,''
can di^nemse with a First Cause, eternal altd self-

cxislcuit ; >Liwi tins Flist Cause must necesis'anly be the
li\Sng CJ,'oid, Wliose amII is the ultimate foice and the
brigin of natural law.1 Fana'day was tihe vi/,ard of
mjodarn scionce. In his 'Experimental Researches

'
(p

40(5) he slums up, m the words of a higher revelation,
the revelation which his life-lon|g study of nature made
to ihim. '

Ibehove,' said he, ' that the invisible things
of Him from tihe creation of the world are clearly
seen,, beirjpg understood by the things that are m\alde,
even His eternal power and Godhead.'

Tsetse 'are but samples of testimony taken at raridom
from among t;hc foremost of the world's scientific men.
There is 'no atheism a'bobt true science. But, of course,
■Micro lare majny who will not see. Nelson, for instopice,
bn a historic oCcasiion clapped 'his 'blind eye to ttie tele-
sioope^ anti

'
did not see

'
the signal which he preferred

io disregard. And, fn the comedy trial in
'Pickwiok,'

dM niot S|am Weller look straight up into tJlie roof of
the ciolurt and, therefore, ' didn't see

'
his portly fatiher

sitting cons'piicuo'usly in the gallery ? Theie are tjiose
whio

'
do «ot see ' Go>d fn His universe becajuse He is a

Personage whom tiheiy wqul'd willingly ignore. The sihal-
liow thiirtkeors an<l the vociferous half-eiducatc'd fa/ncy, too,
that we are in another

' twilight of the gads.' But
three hhmdre|d years ago Sir Francis Bacon clapped the
ca(p upon their form of the atheistic £ad. A little learn-
ing, said. ,he, lcaJd's t,o atheism; deep study leads b/ack
tto faith.

Mr.Bedford, M.H.R., andthe 'Romish' Church.
Mr. Bedford, M.H.R., is 'probably a well-meiajni'ng if

Somewhat ihespcirienced young man. He may feel t\he

nedd lof ateijng his traditions from time to.time ik> keep
the blfue m/auM "off them, but he Would do well to re-
serve that fiuinction fior the pullpit, and to .pitch in a
somewhat lioweir key some 'of thp utterances which he
mates frlom t/he public platform to general alidiefrices of
'his fellow-citizen's. It wias, for instance, a needless of-
fence to m/a)ny of his hearers in a "public debateon last
Fn4ay in Dumetii'n to speak of the

'
Romish 'Chmrclh as

Ihajvijng
'

fought agiai'nsit Christ
'

when it opposedLuther.
Macawlay,, referring to some of the envenomed partisan
mytihs set aftaat against English Catholics in theseven-
teenth century, said: ' They have beeta abamd!oped by
statesmen to aldermen, by aldermen to clergymen, by
clergymen to old women, a-nd by old women to Sir Har-
oourt Lees,' Mr. Bedford sihoiilld abandon s<u€ih offensive
Uheollogiqal slang as

'
Romish ' to fana,tics of the tieap

yellow stripe of Sir Harcourt Lees. The word has long
ago pasisifld o(ut of respectable society. Its place to-
day is practically limited to tShe gutter controversy of
tihe Ordjer of the Saffron Sasih, 'and in using itMr. Bed-
ford cPajps inpion himself a stigma of ill-nxafolners which
no cultivated man should care to bear.

En tjhe colurse of the1 'debate Mr. Bedfond was sitngu-
V^rly ijinba'pfpy in his references to Luther and the' Ilomispa '

Church. Take, for instance, his statement
that Christianity overthrew slavery. Quite true. But
it was not a.n abstract Christianity that b-urst the
shackles of t<he slave. It was applied CJiTistiianity—
Christianity at \vt>rk fn the daily lrves of mem and
women. An|d it &© happens that the men and women
Vv/ho achieved this were those of the

'
Romish

'
Ohuroh.

They,, arid they alone, broke dowtu the slavery of i&e old
pagan Mays*. The CMiurch's course of action was, says
Bal'uffi, 'measured, not sadden or revolutionary.' So
tieeip atofd ojd-stamding a social sore naturally totolk a
long time to Iheal. The Churdh's workon behalf of the
.slave resolved itself into three kinds: (1) She pro-
claimed Uhe equality and fraternity of all men in the
sight of God; (2) she raised the moral dignity of labor ;
(3) 3he gave an unexampled in^petus to iihe movement
[or emframiolnbjng slaves. Not alone the priesthood,but
the episcopate, was open to nuajniumitted slaves in the
early Cfcurcih. The noble church of St. Vitalis at Rav-
enna (Italy) was dedicated to the memoryof a martyred
slave. The Catholic monks were the pioneers of mcWern
fiee industrial life. They remloved the stigma of con-
tem)pt that attached to labor ; they worked for work's
sake a'nU Uod's sake and their neighbor's sake; they
softened amd sweettened everywhere the life of the tiller
of the sioil. At least ten Popes issjuod fulmiftations
against the enslavement of their fellow-meJn. In over
forty Coiflicils the Oatholic bishops enacted lawsfor the
protection of slaves, for their gradual emancipation,
erected schools and asyfums for them, sanctified tlheir
iHajnumi&sion by solemn religious services, and exoom-
mirnicatefd all who attempted to deprive them, of their
freedom. Both in East and West the Carlholic monks
em(a>nci|pated bhe slaves on land givein to fthem. Alms
were- collected for their enfranchisement; two gre.it
religiiQus Orders— that of the Trinitarians and of Our
Lady of Mercy— were founded for the redemiptfon cf
Ohristiajns who had been enslaved by t/he Mahomedans ;
mamumittfing as an act of devotion a.nd leaving slaves
their liibterty by will were encouraged by tflie OKJurbh
everywhere. The result is stated by the rationalist
historian, Lecky : In t!ie twelfth century 'sla.ves in
Eiiirjqpe were.very rare. In the fourteenth centlury sla-
very was almost unknown.' It had, at worst., Tjeem
mitigated iJntio serfdom and Villeinage. Ajnd these, in
turn, gave way to the absolute liberty of the free «aid
untied worker.

When Uutflier began his revolt lie found slavery n*>n-
existiemt itn Durdpe and its very memory dim and bttir-
red. He hastened to advocate its re-inflictJoin on his
'kind. He akfviocated the mowirtg down of the reivbltod
paasiajntis as if tftiey were 'hta'd dogs.1 In one of his

2
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