
A double anniversary in connection with St. Cuth-beTt'si Catholic cfhtirch, Wigton, CMmberlairM, was recog-
nised in an interesting way. The parisli priest, theVery Re)v rf Dr. Bcarke, was ordarned fofty year,s ago,
and has jU^it completed -'a/ tweiity yeai& residence inWigtion. A number of distinguislhett Quests, clerical andlay, nalntolred him witfli their presence, a/r*d their hearty
coingratulatifcjns u^p'on this double event in his life.Amongat the gaies<ts were the Bishop»f Bruges', withhis

few Zealand tablet Thursday .̂DecetnbeL.22'^l9o4
'
Don't yo,u remember Father O'Garroll,' Isaid, 'whoattended hltle Lucy long ago ?

'
'Oh, littleLucy/ he answetrqd, '

lifetle Lucy, is iit ?She's up there '—pointing heavenward— s waiting for mewith Kate and little Matt ; and I'm s,oon g,ome tothem, aye, soon, please Wod !'
His lace wore a mild, calm, untroubled expression,as tie said these words; and hJa/siufoke.rtreVe.s Dright-

cjned as he sihufifed oil homewand, rriutterjng %6 himselfor perhaps commuting with the spirit;' wiotMr^E^Mefntlyho was neari,ng the cud of his 10-nely roail.
'The ia^t leaf,1 T soliloquised. 'Verily the lastleaf !
'

1 Listen to this,' Ianswered, 'and s,ay if it does notdescribe him:

'Wtoat is that "' '
said my comp'a.nkvn, wh0 eviilently

h*i ryot read Ohvec Wendell Holmes' beautiful poem,' l\he Last Leaf.'

— ' Aye Maria.'

'But now he walks the streets,
Afifi he looks at all he meets,

Sad and wan;
And he shakes his feeble head,
That it seems as it he s,aid,"

they are gone !
"

1The mossy marbles rest :On the lips that he has pressed-
ln their bloom ;

Aditi the names he loved to hear
Have been carVeid for many a year

Un the tomb.'
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ness-,his grief was pitiable in the extreme : aye alltoe more pitiable for being undemonsrtratyve a*d sileutHe wuW ga?e for hours in ralpt ecstasy, as it weieon the fair tare ot the dead girl, wliiie the tear^oowrsed down his cheeks in streams that would seem ni-exbaiustibie. And at times he nuirmwreri broke,n wirdsof endearment Uo the ears that heard them not ; flordtfubtlefes they were h^nmg to the music of the celes-iLai c/rijous.
The Whole scene reminded me stiongly of Dickens'description ol the death of little Nell, aid herlaUuoi s inco.nsoi.ible gnei i<u hci lo4*—a s,Leue s«uti bysome to be t«he most touching and pathetic thing inUteratlure. 'l',he school-children, her playmates hadplaced a cliaplet of lilies on her head and a bouquet inthe dead haunts, which were joined as it in p~aye>r A.cnuciiix rested on her breast, With her closed eyes andUpa parted i,n Uie smile tlbey wore wheai they pressed alast kiss on her lather's hand, and the siiowy white-neas. 01, the radiantly beautiful iace, siie seemed to mehike a tared aingel that had falkh inro a gcmtle slumberor, tio use Dickens' language despribitig the a,npearaJuceof p,oor little dead JNiell : 'She seemed li/ke a creaturefresin trom the hand of God anKt waiting for tihe breathot hie ; not'one wlxo had lived atid stuftered death

'
It happenqd Uhat Iwas changed from Killamurepiansn s,ome few months after little Lmcy's deatih butdurng that time 1 frequently visitedMatthias Power'scottage, and tried by every means to console avid cheerhim ijn l.is loneliness, but IQould see that althoughgrateful flor my visits, he would not be consoled Hiswas a sonow whtase roots were entwined around hisheart, and cauld m>t be plucked oait without the heart'sqonulng with tjiem.
1 Welcome Le tihe will of God,' he s&id. '

Ayewelcome a thousand times ' Amd Uad f,orgi\e me ifI'm rifit as resigned as 1 ought to be uinider my heavytrials ! But, your reverence, I'll have a lonely road to
travel till 1 join them— a lonely, dreary road. And I
think it will be a short one, tpo, for I feel tfliatmvIheairt is broKeai.'

'lihese were the words he used on the occasion ofmy farewell \ioit to him the day before 1 left the
pansih. He lcokod broken-hearted, in tuutth, and, \e-iilyyears older than he did a lew mionths agio.It was hilly seien years before 1 saw MatthiasPower again. Ireturncld to mv old liwnc on a visit toa very particular triend, then the curate of the moun-
tain (p\an,sh. in the long interval 1 must confess that,
although tihe episode Ihave 'marrate'd often lectorred tomy memory, J had, in line distraction of other inter-ests and the Jormatuom oJ new fiicnd^htjpa, m.ore or le.s
fiorgotten the old pensioner carrying his load of Morrow
alo;ng his lonely road. 1 had witnessed sio mun/
sccinea of suflcxuig and sorrow suite them Uhat tftie mici-dent of 111 tie l,ucy's untimely death began t0 fariefiom
my rooolle-ctian. No soiomer, however, had I looked out
from the window ol the oM familiar parlor of the
c)urate's mountain cottage than tiie name of Aiatthias
Power came at qnce to my lrps, tor ins house was tho
first object 1 saw.

Eagerly 1 i-nqmued about li'ic old petitioner, and how-
he hald tared duung all the k.ng yeais sin- e little Liiicy
left him to plod his lonely v.iay alone Ids history
was s,oon tol,d, and it rilled me with sadhess. liestill
lived in the dottuge, Oared for and tended by the fuith-
flul old woman who fihared his joys and sorrows and wit-
nessed the wreck of all his bo.pcs Alas, lie needed
pitying care a,nxl sympathy now, for he was a child
agiaim- His mund had g,i\en way under th© weight of
his slorrows, and he was a poor, childish imbecile
Ilearned fiom my friend, Father Cummijis, that tue

01/ d mian, alter Lucy's death, pined aw.ay sensibly a.id
m|oped about in a(n aimless fashion, seldom speaki,ng to
ajiy one. He spent a g.ood portioin of each day in the
gxiaveyard where his loved ones were buried, and who.c
he erected a bca,uLiful marble monument over their
jsp&ve. The impress of his knees cm the green n.ound
Was plainly visible ; for the daily visit was made
'with religions regularity in all weatlhers By degrees
tJhis settled melancholy and constant communing with
the dead undermined his mental powers, and he became
childish , alternating his time between the Churchyard
and the mountain chapel, wfaere he attemided daily Mass
and prayed for hours every day, doubtless for hi« loved
and lost ones.

Next day Imet him Coming o,ut of tihe churoh, and
it was with di'hculty Irecognised him as the Matthias
Power of seven years ago. lie Was siaflly chamged ;
thim, haggard, ghosctly m appear,air>ce, careless in dross
and weak and shambling in gail|. lie was bent and
broken, and his hair was snow-white— in fine, the merest
qWaidow of his lormer self 1 acCosied him by name,
asking him if he did not remember me. He shoiok his
head «n reply, peering at me the while as> if trying to
cattclh some va^gue, fleetyng associations of the past.

ENGLAND.— A Sermon in Irish.
The Most Rev. Dr. O'Donnell, Bishop of Rapboe,hasQodisemtod to preaoh the sermon in Irish at tjhe SpecialIrish senwe which is to b«e held in Westminster Cathe-dral on tihe Sjunday after St. Patrick's Day. The arran-gements are being carried out by a committee of the"Cilaclic League in London, on which are representativesof tihe United liirfh League and other Irish organisa-

tions.
The Education Act.

In tiheir resolutions regarding the Hduelation Actsthe BisQijc/ps of England and Wales state 'that, havinggum their geuieral approval to tie Uduoation.Act of11102 yi tihe expectation tihat tihat Act wauld behonestly'and bjoinionably earned into execution, they would recon-sider tflieir attitude towards Act unless' the locala|'ilfh,oTitios mjr/difield their hostile and vexatious attitudeand it were .proved pos-sible to administer the Act with-au(j (prejudice to the rights of Oatholios. Another reso-liuti\on urged Uhat managers of OathoHc schools shouldinsist Uhat not less than sixty mmutes a day shpuld
ho assigned to religious instruction, in order to ensurefcho rca^aniaible facilities to w'hioh they were entitled fortiHal nurpjose, ajifd that all Catholic sehtools should be
closed all djay an holydays and other religions festivaldays.
A Memorial.

A meeting of tihe Irish priests attached to Wie dio-ceses of Westminster and Soutnwark was hefd recently
to take steps for tihe erection of a suitable memorialfrom annotagstf, themselves to the late De.an Dooley.
T.hero was a large and representativeattemdaiice antl itwas d©ci)de/d tfhat those present should undertake theerection of a nuon'ument over the grave of tihe deceased.
Tihe (necessary anxoiu.nt to cover the cost was eojitribu-
le)d om tihe spot and orders were given to have) the work
put in 'hands at omee. This it Should be mentioned isentirely anjart from trhe memorial whkih Dean Dooley's
late parishioners at Commercial rosid have decided to
erect tip him, wihioh will take the shape of a stainedglass window im the church. Similar memorials arealsp beting organised by the parishioners of Wapping andCanning T»w)n, where Dean Dooley formerly mi/nistered.
A Double Anniversary.
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BSSATH AND GO DRAPERS CHUKTCHURCH, reßpectfully request your--** «^ ww., recommendation


