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Current Topics

Where Catholics Lead.

ke Church ot fhe Future "—of which we have beepn
lately heanng so much 1n magazine and pulpit essays—
is simply the Church that begins by taking to ils heart
the children ot Uhe present. And, in ihese countiies
at leasi, Catholics have a ‘practical menopoly of that
work. They alone have & Just appreciation of the tre-
mendous perils of chiléghond and jouth and of nur  1es-
ponsibilsties 1 regard Lo them  Other demnminxiions
see this mighty sign of the times not at all or us  a
red ant sees the towering mass of Mount Cook—~2nly in
microscopic fragments, one al a time, thal can uever
grve an dea of the vastuess of the oullook. And they
have nol vyet risem to the poinl ot persomal cfiurt and
seli-sacrihiee for the souls of Christ's little ones In
New “Zealand a nowsy body of the non-Catholie clergy
are spraimmng their jaw-bones in an effort Lo abdizate
their duty ot instruciing childran unto justice, to 1uss
1t over Lo State officials, and then sit down and lcaf
and faze with drugged consciences in a lotus-biad  of
drowsy easc ‘lthe Protestani Kpiscopatian  Bisl op
Greer, ot New York, had something apt i say ob this
matter 1n a recent specch 1o a galhering of nis ¢u roii
matter i a Tecent speech to a gathering of his co-reli-
was,’” sawd he, ‘such an appelite for knowledge in ihe
world as now. 1t is the altar and the shrine to which
the world kneels. All this is admirable. But we are
begimning to discover that intellectualisation of the
world has heen growimmg in advance of 1its moralisa-
tiop. We are coming to feel that knowledge in 18
secular sigmficance 15 not suftcient. We tmust have mo-
ral trawming, and that tramning nmust begin with the
omid. ** The chiid 15 fabher to the man,”’ and the
Oburch that lrves and works for the child will contri-
bute most to the greatness of the futmre ardl will it
self be the greatest Clurch in Christendom.’

In the one archdiocese of Meltourne, for instance,
ghere are 23,894 children in altendance at Catholic
sohools. Of these no fewer than 21,714 receive their
training in 411 primary schools. The ocost of maintain-
ing these ampunted, during the past twelve months, 10
£22,450, In addition to this, repairs and other contin-
gencies absorbed a2 sum of £1669, and during the same
period rio less than £10,918 was expended on new school
buildings. Altogether, the clergy and laity of the arch-
diocese of Melbourne expended, during the past jwelve

months, £35,035 on primary education alove, besides
paymg their full quota of the cost of providing free
and sccular instruction for the children of others. The
same tiung 1s baking place in every part of Australasih.
Al o public meeting in New South Wales Sir Henry
Parkes held aloft his draft Bill on (secular) Public Ip-
struction and exclaimed : * 1 hold in my hand what will
be death 1o the calling of the priesthood of the Chiarch
of Rome' Mr. Stephens, lhe Victorian Attorney-Gen-
eral, was equally oulspoken as to the chief object ot
his godless  system of  pablic instruction : it was to
‘remid the Catholics asunder,” to < purge the colony of
cluriealism,” and to tead the young genemation by sure
but gradwal steps to * worship in common at the shrine
of ane ngulral-linted deity sanctioned by the State De-
partment * e Protestant clergy, we are told, -did
not it a Litkle  finger * apgainst the new educational
project wihen it was belore the Tlouse. They mnow
realise that it has guite failed in its avower object—tio
‘rend the Catholics asunder.” The lines of cleavage
ate, in pomnt of fact, following quile other direclicus,
And the alarmed clerics of sundry non-Catholic creeds,
seemg the ground opening beneath the foundations of
theiz own churches, fili the air with what the ° Aliwa-
cate’ apilly deberibds as ' noisy, meaningless, and insin-
cere clampr,” mstcad of letting iheir energy—like that

of their Catholic {ellow-citizens—take the normal path
of Jdircharge.

Atheistic Socialism,

Sweoet are the uses of advertisement. For spme
lime a half-cducated and crudely amateurish foréign
atheist-sieralist  lecturer has been perambulating the
chief cilies of New Zealand. With characteristic mod-
esty he describes himself as an  orator.’ The strol-
ler's business seems %o be to feach New Zealanders—
al thremsence or sixpence or some such charge per head—
ow to mmnage their own aflairs and to turn this coun-
{ry into a socialistic Utopia from whioh the Almighty
shall be barred out. Thus far every attempt at the
formatlion  of socialistic Utopias has entled in rank
failure. But let that pass. In Dunedin 5 series of
newspaper coniroversies gave the wandering socjalist's
lecturilg venture the adverlisement that seems to hiave
been demied him  elsewhere. The crowning puff was
given Lo the man’s pitifully shallow vaporings by Mr,
Bedford, M.IT.R., when he publicly debated with the
stranger lLhe issue: °Is Christianity conducive to or
productive of conditions that tend to secure the Yro-
fessed objects ol socialism, or the development of
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