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continue to promote the cause of Religion and Justice by the ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1900. LEO XIII.,Pope.

Current Topics months, £35,035 on primary education alone, besides
paying t/heir full quota of the cost of providing free
and secular instruction for the children of others. The
same thing is taking place in every part of Australasia.
At a public meeting in New South Wales Sir Hejuy
Parlces held aloft his draft Bill on (secular) Public In-
struction and exclaimed: '

Ihold in my hand whatwill
bo death to the calling of the priesthood of the Chfurch
of Rome '

Mr. Stephens, the Victorian Attorney-Gen-
eral, was equally oiutspoken as to the chief object of
liisi giodless system of public instruction: it was to'

reind the Catholics asunder,' to 'purge the Colony of
cletruoalism,' and to lead the young generation by sure
but g,radiuial Nteps to

'worship in common at the shrine
of o/ne nqutral-tinted deity s-anctioncd by the StiateDe-
partment ' Tihe Protestant clergy, we are told, '

tiid
not lift a 1little finger

'
agawist the new educatiional

ppoject when it was before tflie House. They now
realise tttviti it has quite failed in its avowed object— tlo'

reiid tlhe ClatihohcK asunder.' The lines of cleaivage
ai]ef in poiint of fact, following quite other directions.
A,ivd the alarmed .clerics of sundry non-Catholic creejds,
seei'ngj ttoe girmrnd opetning beneath the foiiiWdatitoins of
ujieir own churches, fill the air with what the

'
Allo-

cate
'

ajjt/ly dc^enbefe as
'

noisy, meanmglesis, an!d ilnsin-
cere clangor,' instead of letting their energy— like th&t
of their Catholic fellow-citizens— take the normal path
of discharge.

Atheistic Socialism.
Sw,cct aro t?he uses of advertisement. For sipme

time a half-educated and crudely amateurish foreign
atUieist-slqeialist lecturer has been perambulating 'the
chief citica of New Zealand. With characteristic mod-
esty jhe ,'doscri'bes himself as an

'
orator.' The strol-

ler's business seems to be to teaoh New Zoalanders
—

at threepence or sixpence or some such charge per head
—

how to manage their own aftairs ami to tiitfn thiscoun-
try intio a socialistic Utopia from whioh the Almighty
shall be barred out. Thus -far eve;ry attempt at the
forn^atioin of socialistic Utopias has ended in rank
faillurc. Bj\it let that pass. In Dunedin a series of
newspaper controversies gave tiie wandering socialist's
lectjurijng venture the advertisement tihat s>eems to hlave
been deaiieid him elsewhere. The crowtnMg puff yr&a
given to tflie man's pitifully shallow vaporings by Mr.
Bedford, M.IT.R., when he publicly debated with the
stranger tjhe issiue : 'Is Christianity conducive tlo Or
productive of conditions that tend tp secure the fciro-
fessed objects of socialism, or the development of

Where Catholics Lead.
1The Church ot tjhe Future '—of which we ha\e been

lately hearing so much inmagazine and piulpit essays-
is simply the Church thatbegins by takimg to its heait
the children ot tilie present. And, in tihese countiies
at least, Catholics have a 'practical monopoly of lhat
work. They alone have a just appreciation of the tre-
mendous penis of childhood and jouth and of our les-

ponsibihties m regard to them Otiher demminuions
see this mighty sign ot the times not at all or as a
red ant sees the lowering mass of Mount Cook— only in
microscopic fragments, one at a time, that qan ?ie\er

give an i»dea of the vastness of the outlook. And they
have not yet risen to the point ot personal effort and
self-sacriiicc for the s;ouls of Christ's little ones In
New Zealand a noisy body of the non-Catholic clergy
are spraining their jaw-bones in an effort to abdicate

their duty ot instructing childrem unto justice, to pass
it over t,o State officials, and then sit down and leaf

and laze with drugged consciences u\ a lotus-l"; id of
drowsy ease 'line Protestant Episcopalian Bisl cp
(Ireer, ot New York, had something apt to say on this
matter in a recent speetih to a gathering ot nn co re1i

matter in a recent speech to a gathering of his co-reli-
was,' said he, 'such an appetite for knowledge in the
world as now. It is the altar and the shrine to which
t|he world Kneels. All t*his is admirable. But we are
begunjnuig to discover that intellectualisation of the

worlldhas been gr.owrng in advance of its morahsa-
tijon. We are coming to feel that knowledge m its

secular significance is not sufltcient. We must have mo-
ral training, a*vl that training must begin with the

Ohild.
"

The child ls father to the man," and the
OhAiroh that lrves a,nd works for the child will contri-
bute most to the greatness of the future anti will it-

self be tthe greatest Church inChristendom.'*
In the one archdiocese of Melbourne, for instance,

fchere are 23,894 children in attendance at Catholic
sjchaols. Of these no fewer than 21,714 receive their
training in111 primary schools. The oost of maintain-
ing these amounted, during the past twelve mionths, io

£22,450. In addition to this, repairs and otKer contin-
gencies absorbed a ssim of £16169, artd during the same
periodHa less than £10,916 was expended on new school
buildwugs. Altogether, the clergy and laity of the arch-
dipcese of Melbourne expended, during the past twelve
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