
DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND
(From our own correspondent.)

December 15.At St Benedict's at the 11 o'clock Mass on Sun-day his Dordsjhi-p the Bishop preached. There Was a
\ery large congregation. In the evening his Lortishipwas again present, when the Rev. Father Benedict, O.P.was the proaje'her. St. Benedict's is a very fine clifcirchiboth exterjnally and internally, and Iami safe i-n saytag
that few finer churches are to be seelh in New Zealand.Rev, FaiAier Carroll, of Melbourne, preached lastSurfdvay eivemkig at St. Patrick's, aaid left the following
Monjday evening ffor the Victorian capital.

A well attondad meeting of St. Patrick's Day cele-bration committee was held in the Marist Brothers'Schoolroom, Pitt street, last Tuesday evening, Mr. J.J.O'Brien, J.P , in the chair. The Very Rev. Dr. Egan,0.5.8., Fathers Patterson, Adm., McMillan, Holbrook,'
and Dign?jn were present, and several ladies represent-
ing St. Bqnctfict's parish. The utmost enthusiasm wasdisplayed, and a large amount of detail work wasgone through. The nucleus of a sp,orts committee was
set irp, while the national evening entertainment wasleft in the hands of Dr. Kgan, arid Messrs. R. A. Kee-nan, Scanl-on, and M. J. Sheahan. The tickets for the
art union are to be issued forthwith.

Rev. Father Chine, C.SS.R., arrived last Tuesday
morning from Australia via the souin, and will conduct
the annual retreat of the religious of this diocese.

(From our own correspondent.)
December 19.

The Rev. Father O'Brien, C.SS.R., Is to commence
a mis&icxn at Halswell to-day (Monday).

A mistsiidn is to to commenced at Akaroa onChrist-
mas Day, probably by the Rev. Father Stack, C.SS.R.

Liaist week; a large number of the police and detective
forces" met at the police station tosay gpoil-'bye to Ser-
geant P. Ryan, who has been transferred to Dunedin.
Sergelamt Bipurlke presided, amd on bahalf of his aom-
rafles presented to Sergeant Ryan a gladstone bag and
an ,umbrell!a, both bearing silver plates inscribed witih a
message of esiteem and farewell, arid a gold and emer-
ald Mooch for Mrs. Rya-n. Sergieant Bourke g&ve ex-
pression to the regret felt by members of the force in
artd around the city at their having lost a valued com-
rade and a trusted friend, and assuroJ their guest of
their sincere wishes for his prosperity ki his new dis-
trict. Sergeant Ryajn thankeld his colleagues £or their
presents and their goad wishes, Speaking of his owtn re-
gret at haviing to leave a district with which very mlany
'haip,py memories were associated.

D,uring the course of his address at1 the Sacred
Heart High Soho-ol prize distribution Bishop Grimes
spoke as follows on the Bible-in-schools agitation: There
had been siome remarks made recently with regard to
ihe Bible-ip-schools, and it had been s-aid— ' Look at the
Catholics. What they are doing is the thin edge of the
wedge.' He denied this, and he asked why'did not tihbse
wlhfo maide the statement do what the Catholics weredo-
ing, and make the sacrifices they were making in the
interest of their children. They gave them an dduaa-
tion whidh not only fitted them for any position they
migjht be called upon to ocoupy in this world, b;ut also
fitted them for the next. Catholics put their halntds in
their pockets and paid for w<hat other 'parents 3ihould
give tiheir children, not what they relied instead upon
the State to give them. It was also made a cry that
Catholics had «o love for the Bible. Why, it was due
to the Catholic mon>ks of the middle ages that they
had the Bible. They had spent years in translating
and transcribing the manuscripts, suoh as wereto be
see/nip.n ip. the British Museum 'and elsewhere. rflhey as
Catholics loved and reverenced the Bible, and regarded
it aa a divinely inspired book, and tiiere was nothing
in the statements which had been made to the contrary.

The greatest interest has been maintained thPowgh-
Qut the week in the mission at the Pro-Cathedral by
the Redemiptorist Fathers. On Wednesday evening the
service was especially in honor of the Blessed Sacra-
metnt,, whem tihe Rev. Father O'Brien preached a fine
discourse on the Real Presence. On Sunday evening
the missiion was solemnly closed, whe!n prvobably one of
the largest Qangregatians ever gathered withih the walls
of the church assembled. On the text, ' What sQi'all I
reader u,nt<o the Lord for all He hath rendered unto me,'
the Rev. Father O'Brien discoursed impressively a-nd in

a maiuner as to leave a lasting remembrance on
all,present. A wondrous spectacle via,s presented when,
with lighted candles, the vast concourse renewed their
baptismal vows. After imparting the Papal blessing,
the preadher feelingly referred to the extreme kintdness
anji assistance extended towards tihe missi'dners by his
LJotfd&hip the Biabop, the Very Rev. Vicar-General, and
the clergy of the parish. His Lordship the Bishop
eJtpress^d the deep debt of gratitude they were lUnder
after Almighty God to the apostoliC sions of St. APpMon-
sius LiguiOiTi for the time of sluch a'bMridant grace.

SACRED HEART HIGH SCHOOL,
CHRISTCHURCH.

(Ftom out own correspondent.)
The High School, comdueted by the Sisters of OurLady of the Missions, celebrated the approach of tiheChristmas vacation on Thursday, December 15. As uewalthe exhibitton of art, needlework, etc., was o»n an ex-

tensive scale, the display reflectingcredit cm the artistictaste, talent, and diligence of tihe pupils. Where year
after year everything is done So well it is unnecessary
to go into details, but if one branch of study more th.manother appears to have made a distinct advance, such
rqust be siaid of the wood-car.ving, stome really excel-
lent specimens of whioh were on view, a beautifully fini-shed folding desk and an overmantel, with hand-painted
mirror, being conspicuous. The paintings and draw-
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its usjual high standard. Miss Mohan's concert en
Thursday evening served to show the possession of great
gifts by many of the ydunger Wellin,gtionians.

Tihe caacert arranged by Miss Julia Moran, anartist
of exceptional ability and one ever realdy to assist in
any gjood c,aiuse, proved a treat of a \ery high cwrdei.
The majority of the performers wereMiss Moran's own
pi^piljs, aMd tihe manner in which they acquitted t(hem-
selves reflects greatly to the credit of tiheir teacher,
'fihe items wexemainly violin and piano selections. Mis-
ses Amy Hyde, Le-nore Pulsford, and Lily White, all
former pMpila of St. Mary's Convent, assisted dluring
the evening, tmd greatly added to tihe enjoyment. The
first/ part of tilie programme consisted of a violisn siolo
by Mitss Lia<ng)dk>n, a 'piano solo by iViiss Ilda Mora>n
pianist of grmt promise), a violin solo by Miss Moy.x
O'Sullivatti, and a song artd encore (number by Miss
White. 'In the secorid part songs were given by Miss
Hyjde aftd Miss Pulsford. Miss Moran played Leonard's'

Scnuvenir de Haydn, and being heartily e/ncorod con-
tributed a tuneiul setting of

'
When other lips.' The

otlher items were all rendered in creditable style, and
the qntertainment throughout was most etijtoyable.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

Greymouth
(From our own correspondent.)

Decemiber 17.
At bazaar is to be opened at Bflunmer on Monday

evening tor the 'purpose of liquidating tfne schoolUebt.On returning from Blackball after saying Mass afew Sufttipys ag«, tthe Rev. Fattier Leen nan serious riskot being dtowrnod wjhrti crossing one of the riivers, itbeimg |n high flo(od. The Rev. Father, however wasfortlunjately resound by some onlookers.On Wednesday, Thursday, arid Friday of last weekspecual services were 'held in connc-non witih the feastof the Immaculate Cdnceptiuu. 1< ully 200 receivedI-J]oly Lommiuflion qn the feast day, and al^o a large
raumibqr of children made their friuht Communion. Im-pressive sermons were delivered each evening by Very
Rev. Dqajn Qarew and Rev. Father Herbert.Tfhe Rev. Fattier Herbert, who left here last Mon-■da.yl Cor Wellimgion, en route for Sydney, whereihe goest.o Kc-e his mother, who is seriously indisposed, was (prc-sontefd on lajst Sunday evening with an aid-dress and a
jjuT.se of sovereigns. Mr. M. J. Fogarty reatl t|ie ad-dress-, and Mr. Felix Campbell, in miatkitag tflie pres€<ntia-tioai, refeirre)d to the many good qualities of the reci-pient. The Rev. Detan Carew also bore tesrtimohy totihe good work done by the Rev. Futjher. The Re.vFather Herbert suitably replied. The Reiv. Fattier Her-bert was alsio presented with handsome gifts and ilhi-milnated addresses by the Ghiltiren of Mary and ahealtar boys.

Oh laflti Spnday the quarterly CommfuTii'oyi of St.Ciolmmba's Club took place. A billiiird table is now infull operation anfd the membership is nearing 100. Acrioket cflub iias also been formed. It is captaineW byMr. T. O'Dpnnell, who represented Gxeymouth against
the English eleven some few years ago ajn,d miade abril-liant stainU.

To 'aijd in liquidating the debt on the Blackballchurtfh a coftieert was held there on last Friday evening.
Mr. Birid and the Rev. Father Leen, wh)o g,ot nip theaffair, were well rewarded for their efforts, afid had agodd house. The Roy. Father thanked all those whohril assisted in any way witih the new church, andihopqd that <jn fhe opening day not a <peiHiy wio;ulti beowing.
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