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its uspal high standard. Miss Motan's concert cn
Thursgay evening served to show the possession of great
gilts by many of the younger Wellingtonians.

The crncert arranged by Miss Julia Moran, an artist
of exceptional ability and one ever recady to assist in
any good cause, proved a treat of a very high order,
The majoriiy oi the perinormers were Miss Moran's own
pupils, anid the manner in which they acquitied them-
selves reflects greatly to the credit of iheir toacher.
The itemw were mamly violin and piano seleclions. Mis-
ses Amy Flyde, Lenore Pulsford, and laly White, all
former pupils of St. DMary's Convont, assisted during
the evening, and greatly added to #he engoywent.  The
first; part of bhe programme consisted of a violtn solo
by Miss Lamggdon, a 'piano golo by shss Ida Moran (a
pianist of great promise), a violin solo by Miss Moy,
O'Sullivan, and a song arld encore tumber by Miss
White. ‘In the second part songs wera given by Miss
Hyjde and Miss Pulsiord. Miss Moran played Leonard's
* Sauvenir de Haydn,' and being heartily encorad con-
tributed a tunebul setting of ' When other lips.’ The
otiher items were all rendered in credivable style, and
the entertainment throughout was most enjoyable,

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From our own correspondent.)
December 19,

The Rev. Father O’Brien, C.S8.R., iz to commence
& mission at Halswell to-day (Monday).

A missian is to 0 commenced at Akaroa on Christ-
mas Day, probably by the Rev. Father Stack, C.83.R.

Last week a large number of the police and detective
forces met at the police statian Lo say good-bye to Ser-
geant P. Ryam, who has been transferred to Dunedin.
Sargdant Bourke presided, apnd on behalf of his aom-
rafles presented to Sergeant Ryan a gladstone bag and
an umbrella, both bearing silver plaies inseribed with g
message of esteem apd farewell, and a gold and emer-
ald brooch for Mrs. Ryan. Sergeant Bourke gave ex-
pression flo the regret felt by membors of the force in
and around the city at their having lost a valued com-
rade and a trusted friend, and assural their guest of
their sincere wishes for his prosperity im his new dis-
trict. Sergeant Ryan thanked his colleagues for their
presents and their good wighes, ¥peaking of his owh re-
ret at having to leave a distriet with which very many
ga;p,py memories were assoeciated.

Doring the course of his address at the Sacred
Heart High Sohool prive distribution Bishop Grimes
spohke as follows on the Bible-in-schools agitatien : There
had been some remarks made recently with regard to
ihe Bible-ip-schools, and it had been said—* Look at the
Catholics.  What they are doing is the thin edge of fhe
wadpge.” He denied this, and he asked why'did not tthyse
wihio malde the statement do what the Catholics were do-
ing, and make the sacrifices they were making in the
interest of their children. They gave them an dduoa-
tion whidh not only fitted them for any position they
might be called wpon to ocoupy in this world, hut also
fitted them for the next. Catholics put their hands in
their pockets and paid for what obber parents should
give their children, not what they reliéd instead upon
the State to give them. It was also made a cry that
Catholics had ro love for the Bible, Why, it was due
to the Catholic monks of the middle ages that they
had the Bible. "they had spenl years in translating
and #dranscribing the manuscripts, such as were to be
seem n the British Museum wnd elsewhere. They  as
Catholics loved and reveremced the Bible, and reparded
it as a -divinely Inspired book, and there was nothing
in the statements which had been made te the contrary.

The greéatest interest has been maintained through-
out the week in the mission at the Pro-Cathedrzl hy
the Redemptorist Fathers. ©On Wednesday evening the
serjvice was especially in homor of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, whan the Rev. Father O’Brien preathed a fine
disqourse on the Real Presence. On Sunday evening
the mission was seolemnly closed, when probably one of
the largest congregations ever gatherad withinh the walls
of the church assembled. On the text, * What shall I
reifder unto the Liord for all He hath rendered wnto me,’
the Rev. Father O’Brien «liscoursed impressively and 1n
duoh a mannher as lo leave a lasting remembrance on
all ,present. A wondrous spectacle was presented when,
with lizhied candles, the vast concourse remewed their
baptismal vows. After imparting the Papal bl_essimr,,
the preacher feelingly referred to the extreme kinkdness
and assistance extended towands the missioners by his
Lioydship the Bishop, the Very Rev. Vicar-General, and
the clergy of the parish. His Lordship the Bighop
expressdd the deep debt of gratitwde they were ‘under
after Almighty God to the apostiolic sons of St. AlpHon-
sus Liguori for the time of such abundant grace.

Greymouth

{(From our own correspondent. )

. December 17.

Al baghar is to he  opemed al Brunner on Monday
gvouing for the purpose of liquidaling the school tlebt.

01:1 refurning from Blackball afler saying Mass a
few bluht[nrys ago, the Rev. Father Leen rpm serioms risk
of being drowned when crossing one of the rivers, it
bemng in high flood. The Rev. Father, however, was
forthimately resmued by some onlookers.

On Wednesday, Thursday, and Fridday of last week
gpecial services were held in connertion with the feast
of the Immaculale Conceplian, 1 ully 200 received
Hooly Communion on the feast day, and algo a large
number of children made their Fmst Comtounion. Im-
pressiwve sermons were delivered cach evening by Very
Rev. Dean Carew and Rev, Father Hewbert.

The Rev. Father Herbert, who left here last Bon-
davyt fior Wellingion, en route for Sydney, where he goes
to seo his miother, who is serjously indisposed, was pre-
sentad on last Sunday evening with an address and a
gurse of vovoreigns, Mr. M. J. Fogarty reatt the ad-
dress, and Mr. Felix Campbell, in making the presenta-
tion, referred Uo the many good qualities of the reci-
pient.  The Rov. Dean Carew also bore testimony to
the good work done by the Rev. Father. The Rev,
Father Herbert suitably Teplied. The Rev. Father Her-
bert was also presented with handsome gifts and illu-
minated  addresses by the Children of Mary and she
altar hoys.

Ohn lagt Spnday the quarterly Commiunion of St
wiumba’s Club took place, A “billiard table is now in
full operation and the membership is nearing 100. A
crickeb club has also heen formed. Tt is captained by
Mr. T. O'Dphnell, who represented Greymouth agafnst
the English eleven some few years ago amd made a bril-
liant stamal.

To waid in liguddating the debt on ithe Blackball
churdh a comeert was held there on last Friday evening.
Mr. Bitd and the Rev, Father Leen, who got up  the
affair, were well rewarded for their efforts, apd had a
godd house. The Rev. Father thanked all those who
hold assisted  in any way with the new church, and
dopad that gn the opening day not a penny wionldl be
owing.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

{From our own correspondent.)
December 15.

At St Beoedict's at the 11 o'clock Mass on  Sun-
day his Liordghip the Bishop preached. There was a
very large cangregation. Tn the evening his Lpridship
was again present, when the Rev. Father Benedict, 0.17,
was the preacher. St Benedict's is a very fine chiireh,
hoth externnaliy and interrally, and I any safe in saying
that few finer churches are to be seem in New Zealand,

Rev., Father Carroll, of Melhourne, preached tast
Sunday eveming at St. Pabrick's, and left #he following
Moenday eveaing for the Victorfan capital,

A well attended meeting of St. Patrick’s Day cele-
bration committee was held in the Marist Brothers'
Schoolroom, Pitt street, last Tuedday evening, Mr. J. J.
(’Brign, J.P, in the chair. The Very Rev. Dr. Egan,
0.5.B., Fathers Patierson, Adn:., McMillan, Holbrook,
and Dignan were present, and several ladies represent-
ing St. Bgnedicet’s parish. The utmost enthusiasm was
displayed, and a large amount of detail work was
gone through, ‘T'he nucleus of a sports aommittes was
set wp, while the national evening entertainment was
teft in the hands of Dr. Kgan, and Messrs. R. A. Kee-
nan, Scanton, and M. J. Sheahan. The tickets for the
art union are to be issued forthwith.

Rev. Father Clune, C.SS.R., arrived last Tuesday
morning from Australia via the souln, and will conduct
the annual retreat of the religious of this diocese.

SACRED HEART HIGH SCHOOL,
CHRISTCHURCH.
(From our own correspondent.)

The High School, conducted by the Sisters of Our
Lady of the Missions, celebrated the approach of the
Christmas vacation on Thursday, December 15, As usual
the exhibition of art, necdlework, ete,, was on an ex-
tensive scale, the display reflecting crddit on the artistic
taste, talent, and diligence of the pupils. Where year
alter year everything is done so well it is unnecessary
to go into details, hut if one branch of study more than
another appears to have made 2 distinct advance, such
must be said of the wood-catving, some really excel-
leny specimens of which were on view, a peausifnlly fini-
shed folding desk and an overmantel, with hand-painted
mirror, heing conspicucus. The paintings and  draw-
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