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time. 1 was always hungry but I never sfole anything,
1 always remembered the Sister of Charity who taught
me to be honest. When I was tempted, | seemed to
feel her cool hand on my forehead, as I bad often felt
15 when a chiid. At last I enlisted. Yiou know how
much a soldier has at any tume, and now we have siege
and famine.’

The Duke was kind-hearted ; and on listening to this
terrible stiory of privation from a soldier whose unifoim
was exaetly Like i own, he felt deeply mwoved. It was
well for s high-bred indifierence that the evening breeze
dried s eyes wihich were wet with tears.

“ Jeapn,’ he said, ‘1f we ltve through this  dreadfal
war, 1 may he ahle 4o he of service to you. At pre-
sent there is no place to get food except at our com-
missarat ; but as 1 bave mpre rations than my appe-
tite craves, we will share themy, won't we, comrade 7’

The hand-clasp which sealed this compact was sin-
cere ; then, as 1t was gebting dark, the two went into
the tavern whe e aboul a doven men were siretched out
on heaps of straw, and, lywmng down side by side, they
tco soon slept the deep slesp of fatigue.

About midmght Jean-Victor awoke, roused by tie
pangs of hunger, doubtless., ‘The wind had swe_pt away
ihe clowds, and a ray of moonlight, streaming in
tihrough a hole 1n the roof where the chimpey had been,
lumined the graceful bionde head of the Duke, making
him ook like an Endymion, Jean-Victor was looking
at the sleeping figure with mute admiration, whon the
door opemed and the sergeant called out the names of
the fyve men who were Lo relieve the sehtimels postod
along the road. 'Dhe Duke was of the number, but so
soundly was he slegping that he did not hear the call,

* Let me go in his place, Sergeant,’ said Jean. ‘He's
tired ont, and I'm his comrade.’

* As you please,’ replied the officer.

Hall an hour later near awd rapid firihg resounded
through the night awr. In an instant the men were on
their ieet. ‘I'hey crept oul of the tavern, their fingess
ot the triggers of their guns, and lJooked caulrously up
the road, whiwoh shone white in the moonlight.

“ What time is 1t 7 asked the Duke. ‘1 was to go
on duty to-night.’ ]

¢ Jemn-Victor went in your place,” someone replied.

Just then = soldier came running down he road.

' What's going on 7’ all asked, as he halted to get
his breath.

‘ he Prussians are coming !
in ‘a hurry.’

“And your comrades 7’

* They're all coming—all but Jean-Victor.'

* Where 15 he ? 7 cried the Dathe.

‘Dead ' hit m the head wilh a btullet. Ile dida't
have time o think. FHe never knew whal hurt him,
poor fellow '—' Ave Maria.’
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AFRICA—Return of a Missionary.

The Rev. ¥ather McDermott, of the Congregation of
the Holy (yhosé, who has done good work for the E:al'uh
in Nigeria, is returning to Africa after s visit to Great
Britam and Ireland. He has not only succeeded in pro-
curing for the Nigerian mussion the services of severel
Brothers, but he has collected, especlally in Il;eiumd, a
good sum of money. Ile is taking omt five Sisters im
addition to the threc already ‘determined on for South-
ern Nigera. ‘Lhey are much needed for hospital duties,
and the seif-sacrifice of which the Sisters give prool
in, mipistering 1o the afflicted makes a deep impresskon
on the matives. FKather McDermwott, wnstead of going
directly to Calabar, is proceeding wp the Niger River
to the nmew cotton fields, in which he has taken an ear-
nest and practical interest. ‘Lhe work there 1s gowng
on with overy prospect of success.

ENGLAND—A (olden Wedding.

The golden wedding of Sir Percival and Lady Rad-
clifie was celebrated recently at Ruddmng Park, near
Harvowgate. -The Bishop of Leeds celebraved Mass, and
a Briel ‘from he Pope was read, eprolling Sir Percival
a Knight ol St. Gregory,

Catholics at Oxford.

Amdngst those who were presented recently at Ox-
ford forn degrees were.-the following Oatholics :—‘—M.A.,
B. G, 0. ¥Vigmaug, ol Pope's Hall ; B.A, W. H. Conrol-
ly, of Hunter Blair's Hall; C. C. Cattey, R. .J) J. S.
Monteith, C. D. Plater, and I. €. Scoles, of Pape’s Hall.
A Catholie Custom,. -

Following the cugtom common to Catholic countries,
Makg 'of ike Holy (Fhost—tiie ' Red Mass,’ because of
the color. of the vesiments—was heard recently by the

Lot's get to the fort

Qathplic judges, barristers, and solicitors. Tor the first
time, the Mass was said at the mew Catholic Cathedral,
tbe Chlurch of S8. Anselm and Cecilia, 1 Lincoln’s Inn
Fields, having hitherto been used. The Cathedral ‘was
crowdad, and in the front portion of the nawve seats
were reserved for barristers amrd solicitors, the former
woearamg their wigs and gowns. Chai-s were set before
the high altar for the use of the judges, ant of these
two were present, Lord Justice Mathew, who wore his
robes of biack and geld, and Mr, Justice Walton, who
was 1n scarlet and ermine. o Sir Johpn Day, whe retired

from the Bench some vyears ago, also occupied ome of
these seats.

Catholic Moihers.

Nearly a thousand London mothe g, many of them
acoompamied by their children, assembled in the nawe of
Westmminster Cathodoal ope evening recentiy for Vespers
and Compline. Archbishop Bourne, addressing the con-
gregatiop, dwelt upon the powerful, penetrating, and
permanent character of a mother’s influence, amd im-
pressdd upon  his hearers that it was only by prayer
and geiod example that they could fulfil their high func-
tion and discharge Lhe grave responsibilities which at-
tached tio it. ‘The sotvice was concluded by a solemn
Benediction, and the Archbishop thon walked down the
nave, blessing the mothers and their chldren.

FRANCE—Ministerial Action.

The Mipister of Juslice (writes a Paris correspon-
dent) has taken adwvantage of the Iong Vacation to
have Lhe tamous Triptych of the Court of Cassation re-
moved. When crosses aml religious emblems wexe re-
moved, eatly in  the year, from all Conrits of Justice,
the Court of Cassation, the highest Comrt of 1 in
France, protesied against the  higboric work of art,
which dates from Louis X1T., being taken from ifs pos-
sesskon, and for some time 1t looked as though the
Govennment had given way., But as soom as the judges
and lawyers leit, M. Combes’ workmon walked M, and
the ‘I'riptych was removed to the Liouvre. At their
first meeting on the re-cpening of the Courts, the judges
unanimously adopted a resolution protesting against the
Governmenl’s action, congratulating the First President
on the steps he had taken to prevent the remowval of ihe
Troiptych, and appointung a comnuttee to consider what
steps should be taken to get back the Comrt’s property.

Not a Matter of Principle.

The closing of clerical educalional establishments
{(writes a Paris correspandent) is not 1n all cases purely
a matter of primcipte. [t implies also, sometimes, cer-
tawn material advantages, of which the Simon Pures of
the Hloc are not above availing themselves, as is shown
by the tollowing. One of the leading members of B,
Combes” majority, Radical member for one of the De-
partments ot Brittany, had secuired the appointment of
a fuiend and meighbor of his, a retired naval officer, to
the 1ot of Governor of a small group of isfands which
ware lately declared a French colony. The ofticer hesi-
tated, ag le was a4 married man with a family and the
salary was only 12,000 francs (£480). * Take the wap-
pomtment 1 any case,’ said the Deputy to his friend.
We shall sec to your regquirements. The Minister cannot
gwe vou a higher salary, and the credits do not allow
of more bhemmg paid. But there is over there a Marist
Ciollege which 15 pald a Government subswdy. We shall
suppress 16, This will leave yom with some more mo-
ney, and tlre business of Vthe liquidation should  bring
you im an lpportant addition to your salary.’ This
immstriciive conversation—about wihich the officer made no
myslery, and which he gave out in explanation of his

acceplamncee of such a poorly paibd post—is mow the edifi-
catron of Brittany.

ROME —Congratulations.

On the occasion of Tiis name day Cardinal Merry del
Val recemved many visits from Cardinals apd high pre-
lates, who oltered pgreetings and presents. Mansignor
Stdnor, who was shghtly imdisposed, wrote a letter con-
veying his good wishes, at the same time sepding his
Emingnce as a present a history of 8t. Anthony the

Hermit. 'The Cardmral was very pleased with die. .pre-
sent, which he has decided to place in the Vatican
labrary.

SCOTLAND—A New Church.

There was recently laid the fovmdation stone of St.
John’s new diwarch, Portobello, by the Apchbishop of St.
Andrew's and bdinburgh, 1m the presemce of over thirty
ptiests, a large gathering of the congregation, and
many lay friemds trom near and far, including several
priomndnt Protestants of the town as well as meny of
{he learing Catholics of kdinburgh and district.

A Successfu! Bazaar.

Towards the end of October a great Catholic bazaar
was neld, in Dundee in aid of the debt of St. Apdrew’s

Hancock’s “ BISMARK LAGER” BEER.
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