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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII.L TQ THE N.Z. TABLET

Pergant Directores et Seriptores New Zaaland Tablet, Apostolica Benedictione confortati,
Religionis et Justitise eausam promovere per vias Veritatis et Pacis.

Die & Aprilis, 1900,

LEO XIil, P.M,

TRANSLATION.— Fortified by the Apostolic Blessiug, let the Directors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet
contiaue to pramote the cause of Religion and Fustice by the ways of Truth and Peace.

April g, 1900.

LEQ XIIL, Pope,

Current Topics

Bible=int=Schools.

The Bible-in-skhools Conlerence arc arranging to cm-
ploy an orgamsing agenl al  £300 o year {o ad in
ghelr political oampaign for sectamanming the  publie
schools.

‘' We are most of all led 1o
Men's principles by what they dol’

The onierence leaders recenlly pelied the Premier with
hani-grenade charges ot © insincerity.”  ‘This is precisely
the charge which the general public have been, year i
year out, flmging from all guarters at the Bible-in-
schools clergy, ‘The eleetors of New Zealand will  he
prepateld 1o believe g the sincerity of the black-coatled
enthusiasts when their revercences shall have begun to
expind upon their poper duly—ihe religions nstruction
of youmlhi—at least a Giny fracthon of the febrile lrensy
and of the precious bawbees which they are investing in
a golitical  agitation  thal s a Torlorn hope. Theiwr
noborios and flagiant neatect ot 1lns elemomtary duty ol
the Christian min-iry weil desetved the pointed rebuke
administered to  tiem by our Hicrarohy and based wpon
olichal returas : * No section of the Christian clergy
has dane mwre than those of the ible-in-schools mote-
ment Bo napress the public with the befief that  reli-
gicis aducatten 1y not a malier worth personal effort
or sacrifice.) Religious instruction means personal
sacrifce.  I'ohtweal agitation deoeg not. It is vastly
cheaper, and has, heaides, the coveled advantage of being
carrierd on in the full glare of the tootlights.

Money not Everything.

Byron describes ready money as Aladdin’s lamp. But
hard cash does nol azhieve everything, eien irn  our
doliar-worshippiny day. Mrs. Hugh Fraser, in the latest
editton of her work, * A Diplomatist’s Wife in Japag,’
gives, for 1nstance, a pleasant record of the admirable
works 'of charity and religion which Catiolic mission-
aries are doing upon the slenderest resources in far
Janan, ‘Do you know,’.says she, ' what our pkiests
have %o live on in Japan? Filteen yen (thirty shil-
lings) a month, ©ut of #ms they must pay house rent
M thare 15 no dwellimg-house attached to the chanel,
fo'lod, clothing, the expenses ol getting from one part of
\heir parish to ancther, and (do not laugh) their chari-
tiest 1 cannot inake oub that any one of them has
any private income ; if they had. it has all been given
* pour les oéuvres,”' and thirty shilhnpgs a month is what
they receive—and live, or die, upon! '

-

The gilted authoress continues: ' ¢ Why—why 77 I
cried in ndignation, when I first learned of this. Be-
cause there 1s no more to gve ; the Chufel is ib the
strawts of holy poverty.. 7The class who, especially in
France, used to contribute so gemerously to mission
work has Teen obliged to devote those moneys to volun~
tary sefools smce the nawme of God has been eradicated
from all the public ones; and missionary work would
be paralysed 1f the priests could pot lrve—like paupers:
Adear, My, ctean, holy phupers, but just that. 1 have
heard 1t swud that the sum spent by diliercnt sects of
Protestants m Japan equals that which the Holy Father
kas al his disposal for missionary work throughout the
worit 1 da nmot know how true this may be; bat
watedung  Lhe two systems at work, close beside me, I
have come to the cenclusion that in these matters
money s vt secondary value—of hext 1o no valme—as
conparetl with prayer, self-sacrifice, and the heaven-
tpight tizeipline of a holy lhife. It is impossible for
The most harfloncd scofler Lo make lhe acquaintance of
one ol our priests or Sisters of Charity here  without
feelme  that hie s 1n the presence of a power for good.
As I heard one man say . *° Well, people don't do this
hind ot thing to amuse themselves ! ‘Pon my soul, the
pear chaps descryve te succeed.”’

A Lecture on Cromwell.

The wiidest and warsl vagaries of human character
and conduct will fmd eacentric or jll-informed or parti-
san or fat-witted apologists here anpd there, Frouwde, for
instance—whose * history ' was generally indistinguish-
able from his hysteria—set himself the strenuons task
of whitewasiing, or gilding, the barbarities practised by
Oliveg Cromwell m his Irish campaigns. And a few
days ago Mr. Bedtord, M.ILRE, painted the dour old
Protector Lo a Dunedin aundience as a sort of glorified
Bayerd, a ¢ chevaller without fear and without re-
proach,’ whose streagbh in battle was a reward specially
bestowed by high heaven upon him for his exalted piety.
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* De mortuis nil nisi bonum '—say nothing of the dead
buf what is geod. So lhe motto runs. Dean Swift
paraphrased 1t thus :

¢ Pe nyartuis ml nisi bonum 7 ; .
When knaves ave dead let all hemoan 'em.’ i

BMr. Bedford carried mueh too far a prineiple of liniited
apphication. The Oliver Cromwell of his lecture 'was
not the Oliver Cromwell of higtory, hut a trahsfigured
Olwer, deched  out in the tawdry tinsel and fiashing
gewgaws of the panegyrist’'s warped fancy, A reference
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