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Bulding on this, Sir Anchibald Michie, » former le-
gal luminary of Victoria, asseried 1n a pampplei  that
" Uhe cause or causes ol the remarkable excess of Uwbhi-
olic crimey and its wnovilably counsequenl check to the
cominuamity, 1s as imporbanl a social question as  lhe
reader can address hunself to. Ly it log much 1o say
that there 15 at least evidence that the cause, lalent
4as 1t may be o mapy, lies in sowme of the principles of
Komanist dognua ? *

The Inadequacy of ihe Data,

Uiy very rarely nowadays do we hear these ihings
hinted at. it may be that ine Stalists bave come Lo
see e redords ol mere artests are worlless as a motal
or even criminal index, secing that nou more than 1o gL
16 persons are arrested for every 100 crimes commiited,
and only shightly more than half of those arrested ate
convicted. 1t 18 not the arresied man, but the conmvic-
ted one, who 18 thie eryminal, and there are not mose
thap aboul eight or nine convictions for each regisiered
crime,

We must be careful lo note the distinction between
‘arrests ' and ‘ convictiens.’  The Victorian Stalist, 1n
the period alluded to, told us: * The oftences with
which the Irish were charged, howoever, could not have
been of »0 serious a nature as those 1n respect to which
the Knglish and Welsh were arrested, as the number o1
e latier commitied for irial were more than twice as
numercus, i proportion o the numbers in ihe popula-
tion.’

For example, 1n one year, aut of 13,816 Oglholics
arrested, 13,211 ot Lhem were charged with drunkenness,
asgault, and unseemly comduct, which the Statisl  set
dowii as ' miner oflences, hardly amounting to crimes.’
That means that 47 per cent. of Catholic * crime ' was
mo crime at all, hut mercly boisterous brawling,

Moreover, 11 has Lo he noted {hat sometiimes 20 men
may be arrested tor a single cnime, whenm only ojie man
may be guilly and convicted These tables of arrests,
Lherefore, are uttetly fallacious.

The Charge Repeated.

However, mot lenp since, some ot lhese aspersions
were repeated 1n one quarter, where the speahel was at
more pains 1o be ollensihve bhan eareful to be aecurate.

As Catholies, we have no right to blink any  hard
and sobd fact, 1f 1t be a fact, nor should we seek 1o
evade statistics by a shuflle. I have heard men trying
to explain the ovoer-proportion of Insh arrests hy saying
that pnsoncrs frequenlly gne false names and birus
places.  Some may do so, bul, for anylbing we may
kinow, such exceptionul cases are just as likely to  {efl
for Cathelics as agaimst  them.  We had much betitler
loglke i tacts 1n the face, and ascertain exactly what
15 thelr value  The poet tells us that ' thmgs are nrot
what Lhev seem”  Eheryone who has studied statistlcs
knows that figures are especially Liable to fallacy, un-
less they are adeguately and fully stated.

A man, Judging from a mere surface preseniment of
such crime  tables, may tall into an e'zor similar  lo
that of the unlutored savage, who supposes Lhai, he sees
the sun rise  1n the  easl, whereas, 1n fact, science
knows that the sun does not rise at all

We will try and get to close guarters in this.  The
inferences drawn from such tacts, as used Lo be stated
in Victoria muore treguentily than now, arc—

1. Trishmen are mostly Catholics.

2. Irishmen and Catholies are proporiionately cgrea-
ter offenders against the law Bhan ate Inghishmen and
Protestants.

3. 'Therefore, the much-boasted Catholic efucalion
fails in its moral objects

My present ohiccl is Lo show that 1wo or ihree Pro-
positrons thus presented are nots sustainable i fact, and
that, 3t they were so, they would be faulty as a syllo-
gism.

The first proposilion may be accepted al ance. Irish-
mer are ungucstionahly mostly Catholics.  Bul  are
they mote lawless lhan Anglo-Savons ?  We will sec,
First we will Jook at home. In the year 1803, 22,175
Victorian persons weie arrested, and of thewe 3060 were
born In Ireland—that is, a hittle more than one-seventh
of the whole  Only 482 of the Victorian tolal were
for sericus crimes; 19,201 were for drunkenncss aad
pelty oftences against order. Now, it may be admitied
that the 3060 Irish-born offenders were disproportion-
ately large as compared with Bnplish-born and Vicior-
jan-born. Buf{ all this disproportion, whatever it was,
is fopnd amongst the 19,201 petty ofemders against so-
briety and order.

Open and Secret Inebriety.

There 15 a greal deal of sigmlicance in  this, Dat
was always of a jovial turn, and generally fond of his
ligupr. But the Gael and the Saxon are equally amen-
able tio the same general impeachment. 1 have figures
by me which show that the Enghshman’s drink bill runs
to lover £1 per head, against ahout £2 153 for the Irigh-
man’s.  The chronicles of the court may sometimes

shew mpore  Irish inebriates, but mot more aggregate
Irirh drinking to excess. 'These court records are buk
very smalf factors m the sum,

The Wounkonuess which comes before the courts s
cortainly not five per cent. of the total drupkenness in
sotiely.  Are we Lo judge of Wns drunkenness by the
I per cent. apd leave the 95 per cent. wilhoht question ?
We can no more form a true opihion on s data 1han
ran Ghe hsherman judge ol the fish m the sea by those
wihich be has i his net. A little reflectiom will show
this,  Drinhuig 158 a universal custom. But  diufferent
peanle take their hguor in different wavs, The less
well-to-do—of  which pumbers are the mass of Irish
Catliplics—go to the bar for therr iiguor They drink
m the open, unuer the eye ol the pohice, apd when they
exceed they stagger out of the laproom into the arms of
the might walchman. 1% 1s wot so wivh the richer kib-
hers, who troquent the privatle resorts of the city, and
who, m thewr cups, are sent home safely in cabs, pr
kept #n privacy to sleep oft their debauwches. 1 have
known men who were drunk regularly once or twice a
week, bul who never got into the hands of a policeman.
The Anglo-Saxon can carouse and go home quietly tgo
hed. The Celt’s excess expends ilself 1n noise, in the
breakmg ot a head or a window. In bhe fhrst case, the
courls never hear of a complaint ; m the second, ihe
same man may hgure as three or four separate ofien-
ders, T'itis 18 a tact whieh used to be vouched for by
the Statist Jumsell, and which so ocompletely destroys
the value of the frgures that they have been ‘discons
tinued 1 vhe old lorn,

What we have said, therefore, completely upsets the
mterence drawn trom mere * arrests,’ that Irish Cathe
olits are 1n any degree more lawless, even in minor
maltters, than others. It the arrests are only 15 or 16
per cent of the recorded offences, and ihe convictions
only aboul half as many as the arrests, an argument
butit on arrests is about as unstable as woukd pe Llhe
caleulations of a metsorotogist who should estimate the
ramiall ot the whole State by the gauge of a sincle
night tahen m a special lovality.

Theilnfluence of 1 Romahist hagma.’

We can now proceod o inguire as to whether Cath-
olic pducation has rr any sense failed in its moral eftect.
This brings us to Sir Archibald Michie's assertion that
the cause ol Qathelic crime is tio be found m  the ‘prin-
cipleg of Homanist Dogma.® Ts it true or grotesguely
false that Catholic misdoing 1s iraceable to Catholic
leacing 7 B 1% be true, we shall overywhere find the
greater  erime  where the  peaple are most dovotedly
Catholie.  shat must be admitted. Do we find it so ?
Just the reverse.  In New Zealand the Catholics pum-
er about 13 per cent. ot the pecple, apd in Vietoria
about 21, but there are more offences against property
m New, Zealand than in Victoria. Of course, it may be
replied that other disturbing causes may account for
that. And tihat 1s true. The fgures prove nothing
ewther way, except thal tlhey cannot be iaken as the
result ot ' Homanist dogma.” Indeed, if that doctrine
were true, Catholie Ireland—the Iand par excellence of
{*atholic faith and practice, the brightest jewel of reli-
glous hdelily in the Pope’s tiara—ought to be a pande-
montum of erime,  Clearly, if © Romanist dogma ’ tends
to crime, we ghall tind Ireland a lussing indgaaty among
hations.  Bub what do we hnd ¥ All Sbatists agree
Lhat recorded lrish crime is less than that im  either
Eugland, Wales, Seotlamd, or any of the Awstralian col-
ones, tahen per thousand of  the respective populalions,
A\ relerence to the * Statesman’s Year Book ' wil  set
that matter at rest.

A compubation 1 made some Lime ago for a period
over ten jears from the Victorian Statist gave the
average number of coanvictions, per 10,640 of the Austra-
lian population, at 8.i¢: for lingland, Secotland, and
Wales, a1t 1.98 , for Ireland, at 4.10.

If il be replied that thoe are many criminals in
Ircland  who are never comvicted, T reply ; ¢ Precisely.
Bul  that is true, too, of all countries, and is the very
reason] why nerther * arrests ' nar ' convietions ™’ are
any true test of the moral condition of #he people.’ It
Is a reason why these charges should not YWave  been
hatlt by men hve Sir Archibald BMichice upon such defec-
tive data. I do not put forward my figures as a proof
of Ireland’s greater morality, but as a very convincing
proof thot any deductions from suck tables s  those
cited as to Irish offences in the courts are quite valye-
less as a test of the moral condition of Irish Catholits.

Vice versus Crime.

Here I may push the argument just a shork stage
further. To get at the moral condition of a pegople by
moeans of mere statistics is really impossible, becanse
the inquiry would lead from what is me-e legal crime
into the region of moral philosophy. and tp Histinctions
between vice amd crime. We should bave to trace the
cause and current ol society’s more hidden sins and
immeoralities, as they operate before they ultimate in
crune, and come under the ken of the policeman. Racial
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