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E milliard of ol4d sLapm.p% Arom all parls of the world,
passéd through the hands of Lhe Semmary Falhers,
These, when sorted  and sold, netled the tidy sum of
£5000, which enabled iLhe missionaries 1o establish
lwenty Chroistian villages in the heart of the Dark
Continent,

The French Persecuation

M. Combes havw recently been belltug an derviewer
that he has enterdd upon the war against the Church
witiht a lightt heari. This was precisely the way in
which M. Ollivier dntered  four-amd-ihirty  years ago,
upon the war with Gearmany, confident that everyihing
way ready down 1o the lasi butlen on the gaiter of the
last soldier, and thhat the disastrous struggle 1nto
which hie plunged ' with a Light heart ' would he merery
a grand mihtary picnle and a trivmphal march 1o Berhin.
But where the First Napoleon failed, the pigmy combes 18
nat very lihely Yo suwcead.  The abrogalion of the Cen-
cordat  may mot rmmediately give bhack to the Church
het proper  liberties.  The scoparalion of Church  and
State will, for a4 Gwme ab least, lcave the Chureh <1101 m
shackles, it may temporarily paralyse her work bere and
ihere, bubt in the end 11 may make for goed In  the
megntime some prominent {Catholie leaders are prepar-
ing for the future. * They are trying,” says the
“ Catholic Thwes,” “ Lo atouse public epmion among
Catiholies, and to arrange for  the time when the 14-
shops and priests will have recovered hbeitly cnough to
take part in public action.  The Comle d'Haussounville,
in o letler Lo the ** Figaro,”’ says he much wrefers 1o
hate the Chureh  fread from her slavery 1o the State
11c belicves the people will rally round her, and  will
supporlt any policy the Hishops way adopt. Nor  does
he fear that ihe financial irials would be greater than
ihe Chureh could bear.  With her newly-gained freedom
she would  be more respected, and should her Bishops
put themselves at the head of any social or political
movement, he believes thal the laity would gladiy fol-
low. We do nol hnow how far Ceount d'llavssonville’s
fdea may be praciieable m view of ilie likelihood of the
Gtovarnment feltering the nen-Coneordatory Churih with
M. Briand's regulations | but it s at least an enconr-
aging sign to find promment French Catholics consider-
ing how they will act under another staie ol ecclestas-
11cal arrangements.’

Our esteemed Liverpool contemporary has the {follow-
ing further note on the eagerness of M., Combes and lus
Radical-Socialist following 1o extend the purely secular
or godless system of publie instruction in every part of
I'rance.  Their fanatical real in this matter has excited
wonder among many Catholics of the Westein side  of
the Straita of Dover  * Their wender,’ says the © Caih-
olic Traes,” ' may bhe dispelled by the testumony of M.
Dequaire, a school inspeclor, who, wiiting to a news-
paper, puis quite frankly ibe true object which those
who demand lay schools have in view. 1t is mnot, he
says, lo 1cath cluldren to read, write, and cast ac-
counls : thal 19 a <uperficial conclusion. The true in-
sight into ihe purpese of the secularisis will show that
they believe they will find, at a very early period, the
hest weapon against Catholicism in the lay schools, the
aimy of which 18 te {raint up a reneration of freethinl-
ers.  They have no intemiion whalever of observing a
bemevelenl neutrality in matters of rehigion  Their one
hepe ig to find in 1he 1lay school a mould wherein o
child, horn a Christian, ean be thrown, to emerge a
renepade Uo the Faith  of hiz baptism. We are guite
sure WM. Doguaire is right  Unless men had spch an cnd
in view lhey would never work with unceasing ferocity
against a system of cducation which, while it brings wp
mood citizens, brings up good Catholics too.  And ver-
hape his opinion has a pertinence even among us here in
England.’

THE CATHOLIC CONGRESS

1

A representative and enbhusiastic meeting of 1he
clergy and laity of Melbourne, suburbs, and country,
assambled in ihe Cathedral I1all, Fitzroy, on Septemiper
26 {says the ' Advocate ') for the purpese of Bearing a
progress report  of the work in comnection with  the
great Congress from the initial slage, wheh the busipess
was comunenced, last December, up to the present nime.
His Grate the Archbishop of Melbourne presided, and
was supported on Uie platlorin by the Lon. secretagies,
Rew. J. McCarthy ad Dr. A. L. Kenny, K.S.G.

Alter an wtroductory speech by the Archbisholp, Dr.
Kenny, General Secretary, reviewed the work done by
the commitiee sincoe the inaugural meeting, which was
held on December 22, 1903. Of special interest to many
of our readers will be his statements regarding the
wolume contaning  the tramsactions of the Congress,
which will be forwarded to every person whu has paid
the membership fee of 105 §d.

The Congress Velume
(said Dr. Kennyy would ahsorb 1he whole of the mem-
bershup fee.  The book would be produced in a smperior
style to that pubhighed in Sydney in 1900, Someé diffi-
culty was experienced by the conimiitee in securing a
five-inch - Iine, there  being few linolypes in Melhourne
capable of doing a line of such length. A special class
ot paper was also made a condition of the tewders which
wero mnvited from  the leading pubhshers of Melbourne,
It was also stipulated in the contract that the papers
be printed before the Congress, which woula prove a
greal convenience tp the reader durinz the sessions. At
the first (‘ougress the papers were read in manuscript,
and presentod much difficulty {o those entrusted with
their reading  The present arrangement would  also
afford  facilities to ihe newspapers, the reporters of
which would be supplied with copies of the papers to
he read An idea of the outlay incurred in the publi-
cation of the velume could be gained from the fact that
between {wo avd {hree tons of metal wouldghe required
for the limotvpes.  The hook would be published not
later than the 15th December next. It was important
that the volume should be given to the public as early
a8 possible after the conclusion of the Congress, as it
would then he read with great interest. The committee
were dehphled to find that DMr. Winter, of the ¢ Advo.
eate,” was prepared to undertake the contract for pub-
heprng the volume in accordance with the conditions
latd down A specimen copy, showine the style and
hinding, would be shown to the mecting  They would
observe thal the color of the Sydney volume was red,
but the Melhourne edition would he green, in ccnsonance
with the gepius of the Cathedral dedwated to St.
Patrick  Mr Winter had also infroduced an improve-
menti in the form of the Papa! arms of lhe reigning
Sovereign Pontift, Pius X, whikh would appear on ihe
back of the volume. At this stage the specimen copy
was handed arcund ihe meeting, and much pleasure dnd
salisfaction were expressed on all sides with the general
style and get-wp of the volume., All members actually
attending the Congress would, on presentation of their
tacedply atl the C‘athedral ilall, be supplied wilh mem-
bership hadges  entitling them 1o be present at all
sessions and social functions of {he Comgress. No one
would be aamitied 1o any session or social in connec-
tion with the Congress whe had not previeusly  ob-
Ltamed a hadge of membership. Al would see that
that was only right and proper. The heavv cutlay in-
currgd rendered it absululely necessary that the arrange-
ment regarding admission be strictly adbered to, and
no departure would he made from {hat pule. The Abbots-
ford muns and the Jesuit Fathers had fallen in  with
ithal arrargement in regard to 1iheir enteriainments.

The Programme.

On Snnday, 23rd October, 1904, there widl be a gen-
eral Communion of the members of the C.Y M. Socie-
ties’  Kederalion of Victoria, 1n St. Patrick's Cathe-
dral, al the 8 o'clock Mass, after which the annual
(" Y.ALS breakiast will be held in the Cathedral Hall.
There will be a Pontifical Hagh Mass at 11 o’clock, in
the presence of s Emunence the Card nal snd the visit-
ing prelated and clergy. The choir will be specially
agmenied, and a full professional orihestra has heen
qugaped for 1be occasion. At 7 o'clock p.m. there will
be Pontifieal Vegpers in the Cathedral, with  special
sarmon hy ome of the visiting prelates. The Congress
will be onened formally on Monday, 24th Ocbober, 1904,
at il o'rlock a m., in the Cathedral Fall, 20 Brumswick
street, Fiteroy, close to St. Patrick's Cathedral, when
the inamgnral address will be delivered by his Grace the
Archbishiop of Mélbourne, ana the fi-st paper will be
read by his Eminence the Cardinal Archbistop of Syd-
ney. The sectiomal meetings will be held in the men's,
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