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ZEALAND RAILWAYS

NEW

OAMARU RACES
20th and 21s{ OCTOBIER

HOLIDAY EXCURSION TICKETS to Qamaru will

be issued at Dunedin, Tiumaru, ané Intermediate sta-
Lons, including waiches, ou 1818 and 20tk Octobet,
alwo by moromg tramms on 21st Octeber, available for

return ap to and including Wednesday, 26th October
The return fare will be :—2d4 per wile first-class and

1d per mile second class, minimum 4s amd 2s respecti-

vely.

THU RQ,D AY and FRIDAY, 201h and 3lst OCTOBIR.
The 7.42 a.n. tram irom Dunedin will leave Sawyers

Bay at 8.7 am., Purakanui 8.46 g.m,, Waitati 9 0 am,

Seachff  9.30 a.m, Walkouaiti 9.55 a m., Palmprston

10,30 ans., Hampeen 1115 a w., Herkerd 11 10 a.m.,

Maheno 11.53 a.m., arriving Oamaru 12.30 p.n.

By Order.

IN MEMORIAM
T ROSSITER —In loving memory of ¥lira Rossiter,
who diedsat Christchurch, New Zealand, 8 Septembtes
1900 , aged 67 years.

Sleep onf beloved, sleep and lake thy rest
Lay down ilhy head upon thy Savioun’s breast ,
We love thee well, bul Jesus loves thee hest,
Goortd night ¢
(alm 1s thy slumeber as o nfants’ sleep |
But thou shalt wake no mote Lo tod and weep |
Thine iy a perfeet rest, secure and deepe--
Good might ' Good nmight v Good night !

~Insetted by her loving hushand, sons, and daughters

Te previole the ravse of Religon and Juslice by the
ways of Lrwth and Deare,
IEO NIIL, tr the N Z. TARLLT
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LABOR DAY

—_—

HIT old Spanish social distinetion between the
] Ceabalielto ' (lhe man en hersehbarh) anrd the
‘peon ' (lhe man on fool) runs 1m one shape
or other through the history of most peoples.
k 1t 15 one ot the 1ags and ialters that have

z%ulung to us lrom the 1roubled times when
ﬁt every able-bodied tradesman was a warrior,
and hghting was pearly as much a pari of the
game of hie as eating and sleeping.  And yet the man
with the hoe and the man with the hanimer have done
more tor the material well-heing of our race, mole 1o
build up and cnrich nations, than all the legions of wen
cn horseback that have ever carved each other up upon
the world's hattlefields. ‘This is one of lhe ghvious re-
minders eof Labor Dav. The worker is the beme and
sinew of the community. ¢ Honaest labor tears a lovely
face,’ says Dekker. But it bore the brana of slavery
and serfdom t{ll the Catholic Church emancipaled )t.
Itven in the early days of perseculion, when people
worshipped in secret in the catacombs ihe slave and the
master hnelt side by side befare the altar, equal in the
sight of {aOd "tnd Ilig Church,’ as employer and cm-
ployee do I our'day. Down afl the ringing prooves of
centuries gf change the Church has preserved the honor
and protected the interests of honest .labor. She has
taken heristand.hy its side,'and tfiec olden bond 'betiwvcen
her and the toiling masses shall never be brolen,

"{

The Catholic gﬁifﬁs of the middle ages Werc‘, i)er—
haps, lbo best profective instilutions ever formed for
the benefit of labor. TUnder them the artisan had his
eighl-hours’ day. He had, for his time, high wages.
He was protected by his guild against arbitary  dis-
miswal § he was insured agaimst the omdinary accidents
of lile ; he was buoyed up By Lhe reasopnble hobe of
one day Lecoming lumself an cmployer. Ie was secure
ot hts Svnday rest, oi bis SBalurday hail-iohday, of his
Clhinisimas and  Master holidays, and of many other
festrvais scatleved throughout the year, and the low
fixed rents  of tke time contributed greatly to his
prospetity.  The generation thed preceded ihe Reforma-
trien was. in lingland and Germany, the golden age of
labor. The old Cathvlic guilds were gverthrown in
those countries during the great religious revolution of
the sixteenth cenifury. 7Then began the lohg period of
moral and physical degradation of the workers, who
harve onty during the past two generations slowly and
painfully  succeeded, by the esiablishment of trade
vnions, in winhing back some of the rights and privi- ~
leges of the darvs of the geilds. ‘At the time of the
Retormation,’ says a Protestant authority, these gu:lds
were abolished in Protestant countries, snder pretence
of their heing superstitious foundations. In Denmark
and Norlh Germany their properly was devoted to pub-
he sertice, but m Ifpglamd 10 was harded bver to the
King and his courtiers. Thon gailddhouses ‘tebtamé poor-
houses  and their pageants were laid aside.! * Their
ptoyerty,’ savs Professor Thorold Rogers in his * Six
Centuries of Work and Wages,” © was finally confiscated by
1 Fdward V1., cap. 2, afier having been comprised in
the last of Ienry’s acls of rapine (37 Ilenry VIIL,,
cap 1) When the giakd lands and chantky lanas
were confiscated at the begitiming of Edward's reign a
promise wad made that ihe esfates of these foundations
shoold be devoted to;good and proper usc, by erecting
graminar schoopls, s hools Tor the better augmentation
of the Uninversity, ard 1pe helter provision for the poor
and needy  They were swept into the hands of Sey-
mout, Sometse!, of the Dudleys and Cecils, and the rest
ol the crew who surrounded whe throne of Fdward VI

Slavary was  then re-established, savage laws  were
framed 1o perpeiuate e bondage of labor, and the
worher sanh 1mmto g social  and political hell of the
danmmod

-

The unddle ape in England, Germany, aad Denmarié
had 116 many drawbacks its great and pelty tyrannies,
s mamtold disconfents and haraships. * But, on the
whole,” says Protessor Thorela Rogers, * there were
none of those  extremes of poverty and wealth which
have excited 1he aslonishment  of philanthropists, ond
arc now exeiling  the indignation  of workmen. The
age, 1L 18 true, had 1t discontents, and these discon-
tenls were expressed forelbly and i a startling mah-
ner But of poveely which perishes unheéued, of a
willinpness tir o honest work and a lack of opportun- ‘
ily there was hitle ur none’? 1. should have a
soherme effect to recall all this in view of the unem-
ploved ditheulty that has suddenly sprung upon us in
some of ihe provineial  capitals on this vear's, Labor
Day We in thig favercd land stand in the van of en-
hghtened tactory and general labor tegistatiom! ' But
lel us be just Lo the medieval piomeers that showed us
the way.  Our acnuial October labor festivpl is'not the
cetenration of lhe conguest of a new right, ihe (apturo,
of a fresh height, by the Wworking man. Tt s mertﬂy
the re-conguest of righls which were recognised, as Wi
matler of course all over Catholip Luropé as far back
as fous un{'uuca ago, but which wis trameled "iu],tg “tHe,
dust 1 the sworm and h,u:y of t,hml'{erimmqtmn /Mmc-',
over, pur fegistation, progressive though- it ibe, -is nedes- |
sarily limited, - negative, amd protecu'l‘ve inits natnre
It does mot restore to the worla of !a'bor ifs Irjst At
lantis~—i1t does not’ sedufe constint empld}'mm‘t it e
certamnly of a " réasomable wage. Mich less can it re-
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