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THE CATHOLIC CONGRESS

During his recent visil to Sydney the Archbishop of
Melbourne, who 1s dong his utmost to make the foril-
comyng Catholic Congress a pronounted  success,  ad-
dressed a meeting in Uhe Cardinal’s Ilall, when he gave
a luckd and wmteresting shetels of  the wolk befuie e
Congress, and the arrangemoents made for visitors. 1o
a representatrve ot the ‘Cathohe Press ’ s Grace
gave the Iutbowing particulars :—

¢ On what hines exactly will 15 run 77 asked the 1e-
porter, ]

COf one thing you nreed mot be afraid,’ said lis
Grace,’smiling, * 16 will not e confined to purcly eccles-
iastical quhjects, It, will be of 1nterest to every class
and profession.  Besides the ecclesiastical side we shall
have papers dealing with medical, architectural, social,
historical, and antiquarian matters, alse Catholic hiter-
ature apd charitable organisatrons. I mean organisa-
tions sucdh as the Seciely of St. Vincent de Paul, the
Young Mcen's Societies, the League of the Uross, the
Ilibornian, aud other societies and instiiubions. Al-
ready wo have receivédd a large number ol papers  on
some ol 1lhe above subiects.’

AN from Austraha 77

¢ They are not. Some are from America, and others
from Rome, Ireland, ¥England, and France.’

tAnd the wrilers 77

CAmpongsl others from America we have received a
paper from Archbishop Keane. The subgect 15 singular
cnough, ils title bong 9The Ymmaculate, Coneaption 1n
connection with Democracy.”’  Archmshop Keane, as
.you hinow, was formerly Rector of the Catholie Univer-
sity at Washmglon. 1le 15 a very cloguent speaker and
writer. Pethaps he and Archbishop Ireland are two ol
1he most famous men 1m America.’

“And Cardimal Ghibbons,* added his Grace.
wrilten 1o Cardinal Gibbons, bul whether he will sceml
a paper 1 do mot know. 1 have also communicated with
gome of 1he other American Bishops and other
known ‘writers.’

‘ What has becn recelved from Rome ?°

‘T have

‘ From Home we have papers from Professor Mar-

ucehi, wiho 18 the successor of De Rossi, and

worls on archaeology arce of the highest value.
fessor Maruechl  sends two papens ; hike De Itossi, he
has made the mscriptions and pawntings i the cata-
combs a suabject of special study. One of hs

whose

Blessexd Llucharist as revealed 1n the parmtings iccently
found 1 some ol the Homan

catacombs. ‘lhe other
paper 18 on Kegyptian obelisles in Home.  Another paper
we have reeerved from a Roman  professer of  Charch

music in goraectrion with the recent ' Molu Propria ' of
the reigning Paontift.’

* Now, trem lreland.’ “

“Uh yes, ftrom Ireland, we have several papers of
great interest, one of them bemng from Monsignor Mlol-
loy, Rector of the Catholic Umversily m Dublim  lhs
paper 18 o radium, and 15 brought dowm to lhe most
recent hnowledge of the subject Indecd, so anvious
was he to have 1t up-to-date thal he has re-wrnitien the
first edition of his article which came f¢ hand about
two months ago, so that the second edition might con-
ftam  tho very latest discoveries’ in  conneclion with
this marvelious source ot energy. We  expect a paper
from Dr. Healy, Archbishop of Tuam, whose published
hmstorical warks have commanded universal appreciation
From Maynooth College we have four treatises written-
by professors of diflerent facultles, and All Hallows’
College has contributed two papers. The titles will be
published later, as Dr. Kenny, 1 know, inldnds scading
out a circular. Dr. Sheehan,qauthor of ** My New Cur-
ate,”’ has also seni a paper, which, 1 think, deals with
the agnostlicism of the day.’

* Now, regarding England,” continved his Grace,
‘awe hpve received a paper from Dr. Barry, the well-
Lnown histerian and novel wniler. Father llays, a
very prominent temperance lecturer in kEngland, is com-
ing out to lecture for the temperance Albiance poople of
New Zealand—with us, I think, they arc called the Aus-
tiralian Atllance—and ‘he has some hopes of being present
at the Congress. 1f nmot he will be out in February or
March. Father Hays intends giving some lectuves, and
doing temperance work in Ausiralia as well as in New
Zealand.’

¢ What about Australia ?’ _

¢ From all parls of Australia we have rccen‘ed. a
greal nutber of papers, anid expect_. many more, de;almg
with subjects of local and present interest. His mn-
ence the Cardinal is comtributing {wo papers, one of
them, being ihe opening paper to be read g.t the Con-.
gress, treating on the Immaculate Coneoption, ard the
other ig om the influence of Treland on 1he early civilisa-:
tion of LKurope. Of course we have numjerous other

well- )

Pro-’

]apers 18,
on evidences of the faith of {he Barly Church m the”

papers. For instance, Mr. Benjamin Hoare is writing
on criminal statlstics or somethmg of that sort, but L
al not quite sure of the title. There will ke many
papeys from Sydney.’

*And what 1z your {race wriling 7

‘I will deliver the inaugural address.’

‘Ylape you any lady writers, or papers on matlers
of inteiest to women.’

* 1 utunk nob, but we hoepe to have oue,
two, from Sydney.’

We talbed about the contercnee of Cathohie journa-
lists to be held during the Congress, and s Grace ex-
pects greal tnrmgs foom 1t.  lie is fully alive 1o the ‘in-
fluence ol the press, and how 1o stimulate Catholie
Journalysm 1S one ot the concerns dearcst to his beart.

Talling ot the ‘plan of the Congress, he sald @ * It
will bo subclantially the same as that of the Sydney
Congress.  'T'he most unportant variation will he that
the Congress will be sectignal, that i1s 1o shy, besides
the general mecting which will be held 1 the main hall,
mectings dealing with sectional subjects will take place
in lhe adjacent club rooms, so that even tluce sessions
can bg held srmuitancously.  1n this avay a larger nuim-

oL pevrhaps

bor of papers can be considered than 1f there was only
ohe section held or discussed at the same tLime.’
*‘I'here will e only two sessions cach-day, ome at

10,30 a1, and the olber at 3.30 p.e.  Ln Sydoey lhele
were usually three sessions, and 1 think 1t was rather
serere on many ol lbose who attended the Congress. In
conseguenco ot Utis we decided to hold only two  ses-
stons & day 1 Melbourne, but we mehe pp a singilar
munber, o sessions by the larger number of subjects
dealt with dunimg the course of the day at the two
sCsLI0RS.

¢ Heganding the social

s1de of the Congress, your

tirace ¥
* The Congress opens on Sunday, October 23. That
morning the Catholie Young Men's Soeieties will hold

tneir aanval Communion and breaktasi.  They will as-
sembla at St. Patriek’s Cathedral, and atter the eight
o’clock Mass therr anpual Communion breahfast will take
place 1n the Cathedral Hail, where the QOongress will
be held.  They mtend inviting the Bishovs, the clegy,
and the lamy, who wil! be 1n Melbourne for the Con-
gregdy to atltend. Ot course it will  be an interesting
event. Al eleven o’clock there will be Pontifical High
Mass in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, with * Chorum  Cardi-
nale” tor which speclal preparations are heing made hy
a tulf orchestra engaged tor the occasion. There will
be no sermon on account of the nature of the ceremo-

nles,  In the eveming we will  have Pontifical Vespers,
and ¢me of the isiting  prelates will  be invited to
preach. I have written to Dr. lThggms, but do not

hnow whethe - he 'wil preach—but I expect he will. 1f
not, we dhall get some of the other Brshops to dp so.

‘ Un the tollowing day the scssion begins at  10.30
and at 3 o’cloch. in the evening we will have a ccn-
versarwone for all the mambers ot lhe Congress in the
Cathedral Ilall—at least, 11 the hall is regarded an sufli-
aently large.

* Phe dvenines will be free through the week, hecause
1t 13 rather heavv 1o hold a session of the Congress in
the evening, as 1t does away very much with the social
suile ot the Uongress. Arrangements are not complele
yet, but we  hope to fill up the evenings i a manner
Lhat will be agreeable to all with one hnd of entertain-
ment or another, mot of an educational, bui of a social
or cnterlaumng character.

¢ Quiside the Congress Hall we will have lwo Bes-
sions durg the week, one at St. Faancis Xaviers Uol-
lege, Kew, and the other at the Convent of the Goaed
Sheptierd at Abbotstord. Of couwrse in Meltiourne we are
hadly circumstanced m regard to Congress matlers com-
pared with Sydney. Here you had St. Jokhn's Coll?gc,
which gave a great deal of drversity lo the first (‘on-
gress. We have mnothing to correspond with it. How-
eves the two plages 1 have mentioned will help to break
the unitormity of 1ihe Congress. 1 may say that Ab-
botsford will be a revelation to amyonc who has not
previously  visited 1f.  There are wo many wpnderful
{agd to be seen, and ladies who lake a :_s;pmlal 111terc§t
in lace-makme, for whieh the convenl is famows, will
find fomething to o:cupy their attention. All_ the
boots worn by those in the home are made 4t the insti-
tutteon, and 1n the same way all the soap used is manu-
tactured on the premises. A whole afiernoon can be
spent pleasantly at Anbolsford.

¢ On the tnal Sunday, October 30, there will be cere-
moniey in the Cathedral, and in the mornmg there \‘Nlll
he a fspecial sermon dealing v_vrlh the resmits of the Con-
gress. in the evening Perosi’s oratoerio, "The ITransﬁ—
givation,” will be preduced for the first time in  Aus-
tralia. ‘I'he music recently came Qut o our choir con-
duetor, Herr Lindon. 1 think it will he excellently
yemdered. The oratorio will have full orchestral accom-
panimeoent.’
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