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be wronig, but he confessed he never could see the objac-
tions taken te this foym  of sale, which many valued
and respected friends of his took in the light wlich they
did. He should be heartuly sorry to counterdance any-
thing that would tend to lead anyone astray, bat he
could hardly conceive of such a trifling matter as a
bazaar raffle domg s, luacess oanylhing led to dis-
aster, and the most leritimate pursuit might be abu-ed
by excoss.  DBut lo reason against the legitimate usc
because of the excess of some, would lead in  many
things 1o exlraordinary conseguences.’

*

We have hefore us ofieial returns which show that Ii-
censes for church lolteries have been granted in  New
Yecaland not alone to Catholics and Anglicaps, but 10
Presbylerians ag well. It is, perhaps, a case in which

* Wa arc most ldd to
Men's pranciples by whal lhey do)

Drink ‘GCures’

Dr. 1*. Truby King's Report on ihe Ilomes for -
ehriates in New Zealawd s a dovument of melanchsly
and mot very hopeful interest. In the coursc of o
lengihy and exhaustive examination of the ireatment of
inebricty the Medwal Superiniendent touched upon a
subjectt which wus some years ago irealed in our cdi-
porial columns. We refer to the matter of ihe munh-
adveriised socret ¢ cures ' thab have been for seme Lilne
upon ihe marhet. The most recent  medical verdict
upon twa of the ¢ remedies’ most in vogue caincides
complolely with the views ‘cxpressed by us on the
strangth of inlimaie Lhnowledge of cascs trieated Ly
them. ° The latest research,’ says Dr. Tiuby King,
 wad made last year by the DBritish DMedical Asgsocia-
tion, which, alter investigating the claims of the scven
'f remedigs ¥ having thie greatest vogue,’ came toy the
conclusicn thal none of them were worthy of support.
At the head of the list as regards cxpense come the
Keeley and Ilagey ** cures,”” ihe former cosping  from
£35 1o £10 for four weehs', and the latler twenty-ne
1o thirly guincas for three weehs’ treatment The
¢ Pyson qure ' (a vegetable remedy) is spauially  intei-
esting, hecause iU appears, Iile the Xeeley cure, to
have survised aud flourished in spite of having  been
gshown long aco Lo bhe unworihy of conswderation, though
the facl has ewvidently eseaped the attontion of  the
Dritigly Modical Assoviation. I fird in the report of
the Departmental Parliamentary Commitlee on Inebi-
ates for 18953, wnder the heading *° Secret Cures,'” an
account of a fair trial made by a commitiee appointed
by the Goad Templus of Dundee, urider the sumerin-
tendence of Dr. Tyson's London  ageni: * Nineteen
palients went  thiough {he twenly-one  days’
course, The result at  first seemed very salisfactory,
and the commilice reported on ond February * {hat the
sfatements made by Dr. Tyson up to the close of 1he
treatment were fully jusiified.” The committee foliowed
up lhe vases. DBy the J1ith of October, or eight months
and o half after he conclusion of the treatment, all
but four had rclapsed into therr old habits.  Of  the
fifbeen wiip had done so, however, it was asserted ihat
in m¢ caso had the lapses been due to a return of the
craving.” * They had all resumed drinking because 1hey
wanted o join their old friends.’”’ The parliamenta’y
committee reported : ‘° Everylhing we have heard leads
us lo 'helieve that no reliance whatever is to be placed
upon thiesc scerel cures, which in our opinion are abso-
lutely worihless.”” In spite of this report it appears
ihat some forty ilrousand persons have been treated Ly

the Tyson cure.'
-

Dr. Tyuby King's roport continues : * In the British
Maglical Association's reporl special stress is laig upon
the absence of anything worthy of the name of statis-
tics. Claim is laid to curing from 80 to 90 per cent of
patients, Hul this is supported morely by * 1lestimony

of cure’' ollered by particular imdividuals, without any
evidenco as$ b0 numbers. There is Tno reason whatever
io doubt the sincerity or genuineness of the testimony
s0 far ax it goes; but the extracrdinary fact is thaf
it stould be accepted by anvome as having any weight in
supporting generalised statistios. Tn the article I have
alieady quoted by Canon Fleming appears the following:
““ But ihe most interesting part of my commitiee-work
comes when it is time to hold the annual meeting, and
when ladies and gentlemen who have been through ihe
treatment assemble belore a small Board ° tod testify.
It is iike one of those missionary mectings at  which
converts come forward to declare their conversion.!’ Be-
fore the days when the ircatment of alcoholism had” be-
come the happy hunting ground of the quack, it would
have heon quife casy in any own in New Zealand to
pick out saveral genuine cases of men who, after baving
beenr Beavy drinkers for a number of years, had managed
to master their faiting. It would be strange indeed if
among the hali-million drinhers who are alleged to have
{1ied to give up iheir habit, ard sought the aid of ihe
heeley moslrum n the Norihein Hemisphere, there could
nol he found a considerable number who bad succeeded.
Some  years azo a wave ol ‘f specific treatment ' for
inchrioty paseed over this Coleny, and a large number of
persons submiltted themselvea to he cured A consider-
able nunt'ber of the patienls sent Lo Orokorui had been
so tremteld, and I know {rom ihem and from reliable
mudical tcstimony how very few throwghout the whole
country kept well after the first year. Dr. Colguhoun,
the lecturen on the Practice of Medicine in pur Univer-
sity, awha has givem special atbention to the subfect of
inebriety, informed me a vear aco that out of the large
number of ‘patienis treated in Duned b there was, so

far a¥ he could astortain, only one paltent who had not
relapsed.’
-

Dr. Truby King nexi toucaes with a master-hand g
phase of his subject whith was miore than once the
topic of comment in our editorial columns.  Ife says:
¢ The 'wspect of the {reatment of inehricty upan which
I have been dwelling  would be ol comvaratively little
practical {mportance, so far as the Government institn-
tion s concerned, were it not for the fact ihat, as [
have already <tated. public opinion has been almost con-
tirely  built, directly  or nditectly, upon misleading
statements of advertising quacks  We have to contend
apainet the degenerate evedunlily of the dav, the tlen-
dency to vanreasnninegly welcome anyvihing that may hap-
pen to be new, wilhout pausing io inguire whether it
Lbe good or even possible.  As Max Nordau says : “‘There
is a sound of rending  in dvery tradition, Views
that hawve hitherto poverned minds are dead. Where
a marhel vendor scfs up his looslh and claims {o give
an answer, where a fool or a Lnave suddeniy hegins to
prophesy in verse or prose, in sound or color, or pro-
fesmes to wractise his  art ofherwise than his prodeces-
sors or competitors, there gathers a great concourse.’”
Everv ghort cut fo salvalion for d-unkards, if loudly
enwigh proclaimed, is thoughtlessly welcomed by thou-
sands. The body and soul of man have been Jowered,
in the popular conception, to the leve! of a test-tube
and itd contents in ihe bhands of a chemist ; and human-
ity has brought itself to helidve that the mind and the
will ean ke st‘rengthened and extended by ihe direct and
specific action of drugs upon the cells of the brain. We
have every reason to believe that this will never be the
case, bhat “ evolution while you wait > will never he
available ati the bidding of any charlatan, We may be
lhanktul tiiat there is still some room for human choice
and cflort, that the * Pilerim’s Progress ” is net en-
iirely obsolete.  As Dr. Urqubart says: ¢ The Ilatest
dictate of science is in confirmation of t{he wisdom of
the azes. If we grant that the will traverses the cells
and fibres of the brain along palhs that are capable of
aufio-development, and that normal man is so endowed
with mental powers as to be in truth * the eaptain
of his soul,”” verily it is  our duly to aveid ignoble
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