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People We Hear Aboutalt&B 'apparentlyin his usual health, and after tlie read-
ing of tihe first iGiOspel he turned round to address the
congregation. As he uttered the words

'Dearly be-
loveri.,' it was noticed Uhat he ha!d,"become faint, and he
at once fell on the altar. Dr. Hassett, t|he local medi-
cal officer, who happened to be in the church, rushed, to
the aHjar, and, having examined the good priest, an-
no|uniceid tihe sorrowful news to t4iose present that their
pastor Was no more He attributed death to failure of
the heart's action.
The Redmond State

Some time ago it was stated that Mr. John Red-
niiolnjd haid sold tihe estate /which he inherited from 'his
uncle, the late General Redmond, at a very high fig,ure
to the tenants. The facts of the case, as set forth in
a; better from Mr Redmond's solicitors in tihe columns
of tjhe

'
Freeman's Journal,' show that the Chairmanof

t|he Irish Party dealt very generously with tihe tenants.
Inter alia they Bay : Mr. Redmond made no offer of
tormis to the tenants. They held meetings on their
own initiative, and unanimously agreed to offer certain
terms to Mr. Redmond, and these terms he accepted,
and,, as a matter of fact, in many cases modified them
in favor of the tenants. It has been stated that the
estate has been psold to the tenants at 24£ years' pur-
chase. This is untrue. No single farm on the estate
hag been sold at this price. The actual figures arc as
follow*:— No .of tenants 94 ; rental, £1579 Os lid ;
amiount of purchase money, £33,779 ; average number of
3 earp' purchase on rents, 21.3 ; percentage of reduction
of irent m the future annuities, 30.7. These included a
large number of second-term rents. Forty-six tenants
bought at 18.3 years' purchase.

GENERAL
A Reminiscence

Ttfio visit, of the Duke of Norfolk to Ireland will
rooall the circumstance that his father, the fourteenth
Duke of Norfolk, sat .as Earl of Arundel for an Irisih
co'iustituiency. Loid Arundel had been returned at the
General Election of 1537 for the family borough of
Atfutridel, for which he sat continuously till l'<%o. Then
his fat/hor lcsolutcly supported the Ecclesiastical Titles
Bill|/ tho son, however, opposed it, and when it biecamc
law he resigned his seat for Arundcl, but was at owe
returned as member for the City of Limerick, its repie-
sentative, John O'Connell, the son of Daniel O'Connell,
retiring in his favor.
The National Programme

Mr. William O'Brien, in a letter to tihe Westport
District Council, acknowledging receipt of a resolution
passed regarding his recent utterances, says that he has
not the slightest desire tio pros<s his views on the coun-
try except so for as these views may coincide with the
practical experience of the I,A<-<h people during the pasjt
nine months. A resolution of the Cork Executive, Mr.
O'Brien says, puts the issue Squarely before the country.
That resolution sets forth without offence to anyone! tihe
conditions in which it is possible to re-eistablish the
power of the Irish movement. These conditions are a
return to the piogramme which the country h,ad pledged
itself to and submission to the decision of a competent
National authority duly pronounced. Mr. O'Brien con-
eki'dcs that the rfuestion is one deeply affecting the future
happiness of the people, and whatever decision the coun-
try m,ay come to, for his part he will do his best to
get clcji from any rancorous personalities w'Jiich con-
vince nobody and only sicken decent Irishmen.
The LanguageMovement

In the new movement for the preservation of the
Irish language there is perhaps no healthier tokon Uian
the (remarkable development of the annual festival
known as the Oireaontas. In seven years a -wonderful
change 'has come to pass. At the beginning of that
period it seemed almost impossible to awaken general
interest in the Oireachtas. The press, w;hich measures
every event by the popular view, paid scarcely any at-
tention to the festival. Now the columns of the Irish
papers are filled with accounts of the proceedings. The
institution has developed into an affair of national im-
portance at which the Irish people, wherever residing;,
desire to^bc represented. The sum of £5<(»0 is expended
in prizes, for which there are about a thousand com-
petitors. The festival is, as it were, an expression of
concentrated energy. Unquestionably it must exercisea
powerful influence in favor of the old tongue. The com-
petitions alone stimulate talent in a notable way, and
thus tend to enrich Irish literature with lasting contri-
butions-.

The Rev. E. C. Hawkins, who is said to be about
to retire from St. Bride's Anglican Church, Fleet street,
London, is a brother of Lord Brampton (aforetime
known ast Mr. Justice Hawkins1)( a convert late in.- life
to t|he Catholic Failh. He possesses another distin-
guished relative in the person of his son, A. H. liaw-
kms,, whose novels and plays (' The Prisoner of Zenda,''Rupert of Henteau,' etc.) are signed

'AnthonyHope.'
Sir William Butler, when tGbte jingo wax fever was!at

its 'highe&t, was pTeyented from takmg command of the
troops on the occasion of Queem Victoria's visit ' -toBristol,, biut at Swansea recently there w,as no one, with
tihe exception of their Majesties, wh,o was sio lustily
cheered through the streets as the man whio would not
allow Lard Mil'ner either to "beitfd or break himi. The
general rode in the Royal saloon to tftie docks, arid as
he left the1King was heard to remark to the Queen,'

What a charming fellow Butler is.'
Tlhe Mosti Rev. Dr. Alexander,Projbes/t'ant Archbishop

of 'Ainnnagh, who called upon Cardinal Vanniitelli whilst
the Papal Legate was the guest of Cardinal Logue, has
just celebrated his 80th birthday. He was made Bi-
shop of Derry amd Raphoe in 1867 under the Derby Min-
is tryI—,although1

— ,although there was considerableheart-searching
over the ajppointtment on account of his having sup-
portedMr. Gladstoneat. the University electionat Ox-
ford in 1865. His Grace is a brilliant speaker, and- nomean1 poet. 'Mrs. Alexander, who died seven years ago,
was also a well known writer of verse— chiefly for chil-dren.

When the King went to Swansea recently to cut the
Jirjst sod of the King's Dock, he found himself, as he
not ufn'commonly does (says the London

'
Tablet '), onli/ke mcca.sion.s, very mufeh in the hands of 'behejvera ifnIhat creed which the Coronation Oath repudiates in un-

mannerly fashion. General Sir William Butler, Com-mander of the Western District, had come from Devon-
po,rt to control the military arrangements; and theRecorder of Swansea, his Honor Judge Bowen RowlandsK.C., was presented to his Majesty, and reaid to himthe addresses from the Mayor, Aldermen, and Bur-
gestses of the County Botioughof Swansea.

■fine finance accounts of the United Kingdom for thelast financial year, 1903-1904, wore issued the otherday. Among the figures, which have some popular in-terest are those relating to pensions to public men.There are seven considerable pensions paid in respect of
naval and military services. In the case both of Lord
Rddney and Earl Nelson the pension will be continued
'to w,hom the title shall descend.' In four others
tho pensions are

' for life of the present ' peer; while
Viscount Ilardmge's is described as being

'
to the pre-

sent) -viscount.' The seven ret ipicnts are v-Lotfd Rod-
ney, £.2000 ; Earl Nelson, £50<00 ;Lord Seat-on, £2000 ;
Visic:oiu|nt Ilardinge, £3000 ; Viscount trough, £3000 ;
Lord Raglan, £2000 ; Lord Napier of Magdala, £200>0.
The six political pensions are :— Lord Cross, £2000 ;
Lord G. Hamilton, £2000 ; Sir M. Ilicks-Beach, £1200;
Mr. Hrn Chaplin, £1200 ; Sir J. G-orst, £1200 ; Lord
Balfour ol Burleigh, £1200. Tlie retired judges-— Sir Ed-
ward Fry,} Lord Field, Sir Arthur Charles, Lord Bramp-
ton, Sir Ford North, and Sir J. C. Day— take £3500 ayear each.

Tho Duke of Norfolk, who was (with the Duchess)
the igjuest of Sir John Ross of Bladensburg at Rostje-
vot HoiUhC, his scat in County Down, for the consecra-
tion of Armagh Cauhedral, is an old friend of his host.
Sir John, then Captain, Ross, was attached as secre-
tary to the mission, of which his Grace was1 tlhe head,
sent 17 years ago by Queen Victoria to Roime to con-
gra,t/ulate Pope Leo XIII. on his Jubilee. He fulfilled
the same office two years later, when Sir Lintorn Sim-
mons was isent by the British Government to negotiate
with, tjhe Pope on the subject of Maltese manages. The
family has used the surname of Ross of Bla/denshurg for
9,0 years, the license to do so having been granted by
George 111. to Sit John's grandfather, General Robert
Ross, who- defeated the Americans at Bladensifourg, in
1814, and took Washington shortly afterwards.- Sir
Joh(n himself has seen servicewith the GrenadierGuards,
but iretfared some years ago, and lives most of the
year at* his charming home under* the ahax>ow of tower-
ing SHeve Ban. He is especially interested in horticul-
ture and planting, and many rare and beautiful trees
amd shrubs flourish in the mild and sheltered nook
where Rostrevor stands. Sir John is the grandson of
Viscount Ferrard, who marriod Viscountess Masßereene
in her own right ; and he himself married his cousin,
a sister of the present Lord Masßereene and Ferrard,
some years ago.
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■'" TABLET ' READERS '.—Watch our advertising
columns. The firms whose names appear tihejre are pro-
gressive, cntoiyp'rising, up-to-date. They want your
trade and are prepared to cater for it. Give then* a
trial. And do us the kin'dn*sis of mentioning tfoe' Tablet.'—***
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