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The Earthquake
As we were preparing to go-to press with our last
issue, the * Tabdlet’ buildings gol a mil¥ shuvering fit
and groaned and creaked as though with inward pains.
We knew 1t was a ' quake’ and later on heard that it
had given pretty nearly all New Zealand a  pas.ing
palsy, infiicted on Wellington a vigorcus shaking, and
shivered the timbers and masenry of many a building
there. Wellington has had experience ot rude shakes in
1848, 1835, 1868, and 1875, and scores ol minor iremb-
lings. Such tong-term visitations, hewever, do not 1e-
concile people to the sudden onset of * quakes ’ that set
to work without preliminary warnimng and 1ip and tear
and shake things to pieces. Cuslom hag hardened peo-
ple more to carthquakes cn cerlain other portions of
the earth’s surface. A recent book on the Philippines,
for instance, stales that the inhabilants pay very lLittle
attention to the constant recurring * shakes ’ unless Lhey
ate accompanicd by a moderale degree of mortalhity. In
Japan and in' Quto (Ecuador} peoplc arc even _nore
phiegmatic. Of the twenly to filly earthquakes that,
according 1o Proiessor Milne, crack and corrugaie the
earth’s surface every day, at least one oceurs in Mikado-
land.
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Those that occur in New Zealand’s Iar-extending
volcanic areas give us not inirequent reminders that the
earth’s crust is not the mass of cast-iron rigidity that
the English footballers fancied the Australian portion of
it was when they happened {o ‘come a cropper’ upon
itssurface. The density and elasticity of the ecarth's
materials vary widely. The world’s shaky arca s,
happily, comparalisely small. DBut the whole ball has
a *creepy ' skin; it is a bundle of ‘nerves’; and
ghivering fits—technically known as earth-tremors—are
constantly running throuph some portion or other of it,
like the premonitory symptom of influenra. Some of
these are sp undemonstralive that only such delicate in-
struments as seismometors can find and wmake a note of
them. Others are ' regular’® earthquakes, of varying
intensity of shock. But in one way or annlher vhey

keep the carth-skin in @ pretty constant state of molieg’

~-gwelling it here like: a pufied fetlock ; shrinking it
there ; crumpling and rolling and fracturing it yonder-
as at Cheviot, in 1901, when the mighty blow of =
steam-explosion or rock-fracture far down beneath the

surface smote the crust with a vertical and horirontal.

I

shock and sent the soil moving Like the billows of the
Tasman Sez. The house-breaking and chimmey-wrecking
that the earthquakes produced in Wellington last week
were, however, were anarchist homb-throwing compared
with the revelry of devastation that it indulged in half
a century ago—n 1853. That was our record ' shake’
—so far as  history can  tell. Professor Thomas, of
Auckland, told a representative of the Christchurch
‘ Press ' the other day how it ripped a great fissure
ninety; miles leng in the earth and shouldered the land
on one side of the rent 1111 it slood nine feet ahove its
former level. S The valley of the ITuit,” said the Iro-
fessor, ' was raised {rom four te five feet, but in the
sSouth Island the Wairau Valley subsided five feet, and
the tide came up for some miles beyond where it or-
dinarily reached, and matters remain unchanged there
to this day. The sirange part of this disturbance is
that, while the elevatron of the east face of the Rimu-
taki Ranges increased, ilic Wairarapa Plains were un-
affected by this  great carth  movement, and yet the
shocks  were felt in  Cgook Strait, and by persons on
vessels 180 miles out 1o sea’

It is strange that the men who know everything ani
a good deal besides are unable 1o lell us precisely what
causes earthquahes,  Doclors proverbially differ. So do
earthyquale experts. ‘But people are nol likely to go
sleepless over Lhe question of causation when so petent
an agent of destruction has made 5 visitalion and left
withoul cartaibing the population of our light iittle is-
lands.  Mulhall and tLhe historians tell how over
140,000 human lives were acut suddenly short in the
historic earthquake that destroyet 51 cities and towns
and 300 villages in Sicily in 1693, Among jfs  other
exploits, it wiped Catanip and its 18,000 inhabitants oft
the face of the ecarth. As many as 40,000 were slain
at Cairo in 1754 and the same number in the Neapoli-
tan terrilory in 1783, Here are other figures (that fook

like a roll of ihe dead in vo many big wars: Pekin
(1731), 95,000 ; Lasbon {1735), 35,000 ; Guatemala
(1773), 33,000 ; Quito (1797), 41,000 ; Mendora, South

America (1861), 12,000 ; Manila (1863), about 10,000,
When the Krakatoa eruption jolted the earth ip 1883 it
caused a loss of 36,500 lives and sent a wall of wafer
on a teur round 1he earih. These are a few sample
figures taken at random frem two works before us. The
Bengal tiger  is said to be ¢ right enough w'en wyer
comes to know ’im.”  And jn all the circumstances de-
tailed above, it is a comfort 1o learn, om so pood
authority as that of Herschel, that earthquakes present,
to those acquainted with their action, some compensa~
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