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KOREA
..~.—,.-.._.-...u¢>-._..._._......
THE LAND OF THE * MORNING CALM®

The peninsula of Korea was, till very recently, less
known to* the outer world than any olucr region of the
mysterious Orient. ‘The native name is Choson (‘Morn-
ing Calm '). Its peninsular form, whick ircludis an area
of 90,000 square miles, recalls thot of ltaly by more
than one of its features ; for il is hemmed in on the
norih by Alpine mountain ranges, from which g branch
chain is detached to slreteh sonihward, and form tihe
geplogical back-bone of the counlyxy. This vertebral
range throws out feelers toward the coast, so that

The Country is Upon the Whale Very Mountainous,
The latitude is approximately {hat of Italy; it is
colder in winler and hotfer in summer than in the cor-
responding latitudes of IBurope., It is also reported
healthy and bracing, especially in the north. The east
coast is comparatively monotonous, heing precipitous,
and but littie imdented ; it presents but few harbors or
islands. But the south and west borders are deeply
scooped. cut by very numerous bays, and are offset by
vast numbers of most picturesque islands. ~The tides
of this peninsula are among ilie cutiosities of physical
geography. The rise on the cast coast is very slight.
being but two feet at Gensan. But on the south and
west coasts, the tide rises considerably—increasing as
we procecd porthward ; the rise amounts to 33 feet at
Chemuipo. On the west coast, too, the rivers are fro-
zen in winter, but open on the east through the whole
season. On the west coast, too, fogs are very preva-
lent, which seriously interfere wilh navigation, except
for native crait. They are attributed to the rapid rise
and fall of the tides, and the vast mud surface left
exposed during the time of ebb. It is a curions [act
that, before the developmeni of recent events, a nor-
thern belt of land, of ahoul 5600 square miles in area,
had, for three ceniuries, been allowed to form a neutral
zone of ierritory between Korea and Manchuria,

Isorea. is Rich in Animal Life.

There is found abundance of tigers, leopards, ’mga-
cats, hops, foxes, deer, heavers, otters, martens, and g
great variety of ihe feathered tribe. The‘domestic ani-
mals are, however, comparatively few. The catile aie
indeed of a superior type, and the ponies are small,” hut
hardy. The bull is the usual beast of burden. Among
the more important vegetable products are rice, wheat,
beans, maize, millet, sorams, perilia, ®otion, and hemp.
Ginseng grows wild in some localities, and is extensi-
vely cultivated in others, Among the minerals are
found iron of excellent quality, copper on a moderate
scale, and A litile silver. The principal industries are:
The manufacture of paper, matis woven of grass, hlinds
of split bamboo, .oil-paper, and silk,

. The Population of Korea,

hk\e that of the neigbboring mnations of Japan and
China, represents a mixture of conflient races. 'They
are, of course, siill far less intimately known than the
inhabitants of either of the latter nations. They are
descendants, on one side, of the Sien-pi, who oflen
figure in  the history of Central Asia, and on the
olher, of the San-pan, who settled in the . southern por-
tion of ihe peninsula. The foundation of their nation-
ality and language dates from the conquest of the Kao-
li, who came from +tihe mnorth in 1ho second century,
B.C., and congquered the whole peninsula. The Korean
language is polysyllabic, and is distincily related io the
Japanese. The racial type is Mongolian, but they re-
semble the Japanese more than the Chinese. tuey + are
fairly stalwart in build, and are of medium size. The
northern 1nha.b1fa.nts.are more rohust, and are also per-
fectly wild in their habils and mode of life. It has
been insinuated by some observers that there is a Cau-
casiin element. in {the Korean race of the present day.
The bair is not perfectly hiack. Even blue eyes, and
faces resembling the Anglo-Saxon type, are somelimes
met with. -But for the most part the-eyes are black,
and obliyuely placed ; the .cheek hones prominent; the
nose somewhat flattened, and the nostrils wide. The
figure is  slim, but dlsplavs more vigor than that of
their neighbors.

The Kingdom is Ruled

by a native dynasty ; a tribute has been paid to China
—at least till recently. The Korean monarch must not
wear the royal color of the Celestial Emnpire, or have a
throne resembling that of the latter. Siill he has al-
ways heen an abgolute despot among his people, posses-
ging full pawers of life and death. He was, as a rule,
utterly 1gnora-nt and incapable, having been brought up
in a harem from his twelflh year. The various princes

are two classes of pure nobility—military and civil ;
latter are the more important. Then comes a ca,ste mf
demi-nobles, who possess {be right to occupy  certain -
offices. After these is that of the citizens; 1his in-
cludes the merchants, artisans, and manual laborers.
Last and lowest is tihe caste which includes ihe mass of
Lhe people—farmels, shepherds, hunters, fishermen, ete.
There is also a system of bond scrvice, similar to’ that
of Russia, but of milder form.

The Stale Religion of Iorea,

so far as such can be said to exist, is Buddhism. Bub
there is a pgeneral indiflerence 1o rehglons customs . and |
institutions. The priesthood is said to be low ‘andcor-
rupt. The +temples are, in mosl cases, but wretched
shrines. Still the general character of the people is .
regarded as superior to that of the neighboring nation.
They are said to be good-natured, loyal, and honorable;
frank and open in 1heir general dealmsrs displaying an
almost childlike trust, even in stra.ngcrs But {heir-cul-
ture is far behind. Polygmmy prevails, ‘and the life of
woman is pretty similar to that in (‘hlm A man’s
wealth determines the number of*'his wives. There is
no marriage ceremony. A man simply takes.a wile, and
thenceforward treals her as an item of pcrsona.lJ pro-
perty. She is usualy ccnfined to her room; ‘mf,the...
city it is contrary to propriety to have a woman aphear -
in the street. At 9 p.m. in summer (and-earlier, ,.,of
course, in winier) ; the men retire to their hromes, and
the women have the freedom of ihe streets tor a . few
hours. But iv is a public misdemeanor for a man - to
appear abroad during ' that period. In the country 'l:he.
women bave more freedom «of movement and . take: na.rt;‘
in the field labors. The houses, except some of- thogs
in the cities, are one storey h:r:h and covercd
straw. The appointments of the household are
those of Japan—Iacking the - cleanliness -ahd tidiness.
They sit on mats cross-lecged. The'diet is very s1mple,
rice heing ihe staple toad, They are very fond of music
and da.ncmg, but have no theatres.. " There are no fun-
eral ceremonies ; the dead body i§ merelv wrenped in a
shrond—sometimes placed in a colfin—and quletly huried.
Down to the date of the recent iroubles

The Scclusion of Korea

has been truly phenomenal. There is a remote record—
dale 1122 B.C.—o0f a hedy of Chinese colonists, 5000 in
number, who then carried Chinese arts and politics into
the peninsula. But the first Enrovean acquaintance was
throveh 1he medium of a Duteh shipwreck on the codst.
in 1653, exconting the visit of {he missionary De Ces-
podas towards the end of the provious century. Some
migsionaries entered Kerea in 1777. 1In 1835 M. DMan-
kant zained a fonting ; bul in 1866 the natives rose in
arms, slavchiered thousards of converls, and ithe'three
surviving Catholic missioraries were obliced +o flee for
their lives.  The Freneh Government gent out an expe-
dition to avenge ihe slaughier af the Calholies, but it
was suceeesfully repnlsed. A stranded Awerican -schoo-
ner was bhrned on the coast, with ibhe erew, in, 1871,
ard the United Stales was haffled -in 1he attempt to
obtain salisfaction. Japon wes the first power tp ob-
tain a footing in 1876, when a lrealy was concluded.
OHher treaties were afterwards made with ihe princinal
commerrial nations,  And we row fpd the Tene-merjuded
nation destined 1o become the balfle-ground in the
most important contest of recent times.

J. FANNING & GO

Heuse, Land, Bstate & Firancial Agents,

Opera Honee Buildings. Manners St., Well}ngton

GENERAL STORE-- Grorery, Dripery, B kery and ]'rpnmm)
gory. rix miles from Wellington, turnover £250 per month. stock
and everything a8 a going concern for £1000. Owner retiring
from bnsineas,

BAKFRY & OONFROTIONERY BUSINESS WELLING
TON.—Rent only £2 per week for shop and dwe lling, bakeh ase
angd gtahles. 1ense three venra, rtock at wn'vation predwill £150,

EUTCYERY DRURINEES, WELLINGTON.—8nlendit pesi
tian, corner shog oo the Tean L ne, sell everything as a goiag
concern for £350,

CORDTAL MANUFACTURING BUSINESS, PALMERSTON
NORTH - Plant comprises BEngine, and all applianoas, & new deliv-
ery crri. Horse. ote,, everything sold aa griaw concern for £420,

POULTRY FARM.—Two milee from City 4 arres Land and
7 Boomed Houwe. stables, khels eto. rend £1 per w sk, veven years
lrase, Honge partiv fuepished, iveluded in the vfock are 220 I'Owlu,
35 Ducke, two Lueub tors, five breodors, vba., price, £IT5,
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govern according to their own sweet will, and fleece Yon can protect yourself from any serious after ef-

the people without mercy and without guestion, There fects arising from g bad cold by taking ’lUQSICURA *
ady ‘~' !
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