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MESSAGE OF PQOPE LEO - XIIIL. TO THE NZ, TABLET

Pergant Dirsctores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica Benedictione confortati,
Religionis et Justitiae causam promovera per vias Veritatis et Pacis.

Die 4 Apriis, 1900,

LEO XIII., P.M.

TRANSLATION—Fortified by {the Apostolic Blessing, let the Divectors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet
continue to promote the cawse of Keligton and Fustice by the ways of Truth and Peace.

Apwil g, 1ge9.

LEOQ XIIi., Pope.

Current . 'Topics

s Keep on Boring’

To male a small  siream iurn o large wheel  you
must confine the waters 1n a narrow rare CRault s
sametines toond,” <avs the © e Maria, with Uathohwe
papers o pouneiny <o persstently on osuch o subjects
as divorer, reliious edecation, el The crtwes appai-
cutly do not complam hecause politwal papers heatl the
same old parlisan diuws evermote, not do they acalse
that the only way to simhe ol under the rock 15 1o
Leep on honmns No compelent person will assert that
the serterated plea for 1vlepon 1 the ~chools bas pean
without chect, or that the cawmparen egainst dinvoroe
Las becn wholly anovam”’

L

Wanted, a Micirobe

There 1. the prospect of a Tortene for the man that
has sulleient aogurantante  with  weierobes to famvent ”
and cullivale oo that  will day oub fhe rabbit nest
Cyctthont endanvenne hives —presumdably e dnes ol
damestie annnals, htman henes, and suth-hhe * leath-
ered zamce Voany raie, Mustralian pastoralists e
Tiymg Lo taise the pablat 1o the desed of o Federal
Questhon Thy ate wam: the central o evmnent e
offer a reward of £100,000 1o any person who will hia-
Ires some sturds mrobe Lo slay wmy  according 1o
specithication., and withoul the risk that was deemed 1o
be tun by the bacdlus whieh Pasteur oflered o lei oose
among the 1odents A fow years oo the rabhit was
unhnown i Queensland Bat 1t went mardhing
mvriads towards the border, and {the Gosernment creo-
t(d a wort of e Gread Wall—o! wite nelting—to
heep the aredhpe out Dot s Ghe Great Wall and the
Stochades fauled fo heep cut e Tartars ftom “he
north, w0 {he Queensland barrier of meshed non-wire
fatled 1o artest the course of the swarnuneg plagne  of
barrowing rodentis from the <outh.  Onlv o few  weehs
aro the Quensland Premaer informed a deputation thab
the Govermneni Liad spent over a mdlion and a grarter
sterling 1w fishiing the rablit pesi-—and the rabbit had
won  Some cnitous femretwizard has estimated  that
this four-feoted plagne has cost Auslioha L£18,000,000.
It is a nation’s yansam And with the swirt multipli-
cation of 1he rtedlert and the far from roseale prospeets
of maline ind  continne 1o pav * de se persenne ' the
eost of ihe campaign aesamnst him, New Zealand  far-
mers and flack owners will also probably welcome  any
reascuable microbe that will 1ale the centract of exter-
mination al a not exorbriant cost.

A Reading Habit

What is s0 genlle as a whiff of moving air, and
what »o soft as o drop of water? Yet the constant
action of moving air and dripping rain-drops rounds the
hilis at tast and grinds the rochs to powder and carries
the raspings or detntus along and with them fills  ihe
valleys smooth  and spreads them out to form  broad
plamms hihe those of Canterbury. A single issue of g
secular uewspaper is also a swall thing—even whep its
colutns arve anti-Catholic m tone and its news depart-
ment s an ogreat parl a record of vice and crime—of
mutder, suiide, 1obbery, and scabrous divorce cases.
Bet the constany and sole reading of this sort  of
Sliderature ' 1s a2 solvent that must in time wear down
the 1mstincts of taith, (atholic  sentiment, and  the
ligher motal  sense whieh 1t is the object of the Church
to preserse and ioster The culitvation of 4 conscience
m the matter of reading and the aclive support of the
Catholiv newspaper press aic among  lbe conditions of
first pecessitty Tor the hardeming-up and preservation  of
faith and the instinets of fath agamst  the destruetive
action and The glonng evils and moral shertcomings ol
o ereat a patt of the secular piess  (Catholic books,
newnspapers, and periedicals, 1f rightly and abundantly
employed, would gl Jeast lend Lo provide

" More swords and hidgs
Than s1n hath snaies, or hell hath darts.?

‘4 Catholic paper in a parish,” says the ¢ Colum-
hian ' an a recemt gssue, 15, as an ald {o religion, next
i unbottance  to the parochnal s¢hoel.  Look at vhe
people 1Moo consregalion  wha subscribe for a Catholie
papet As woaule,  ihey are practical Catholics—they
frequent the Sacraments,  they send their children to
churelr ~choaols, they belong to pious sccicties, and ‘hey
co-uperate with {ue priest i his pastoral labors. They
hnow  thewr relhigon, lhey can give reasons for if, and
1they can defend the Church against its iraducers. But
look at 1he  folk  who do not have a Catholic paper
enter their homes.  They are not interested in'the news
of the Churth.,  They cannot reply 1o objections made
against  their religion. They are inclined to criticise
ihe pastor for 1his and 1o find fault with the Church for
ihat. They do 1nol perceive the harm in mixed wmar-

riages, or in a non-religious edvcation, or in  socjeties
ihat are under ccclesiastical ban  The dajly journals
have all the news they  want.  They are flisposed  to

think that ene religion is as good as anotler, and that
it dnes not matier what a person believes so long as
he *“ acts on ihe square.” They cannot understand why
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