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the Education Act. So far as we have
see, there is among them an equally general comsensug
of condemnation of the coumter blast issued by the
League. The ‘ Otago Dauly Times ' says .—

been able to

‘ Looked at irom ihe purely polemical stankdpoint,
the reply now put forward on behalt ¢f the Bibte-in
schools  Conference Lo the recent nvaniiesto ot the
Roman Catholic Hierarchy on the wubwdct of iehgions
ipstiruct:on an schopls lachs  the virdily of  lhe clear
statement of their position put torward by {he Bishops
.o It rather evades the pomt ol the objection
lodged by the Bishops, and endorsed by every  person
opposed 1o relipious traching in schools—ihe objection,
namely, that the inevitable effect, whether direct or in-
direct, of the inclusion ol 1eligious instruction in  {he
public school course would be the mpos:tion of re-
ligious tesis upon teachers abd children alike and tihe
introduction of relhigious issues in the eleciion of edu-
cation boards and schoo! committees,’

The Dunedin ‘' Fove'ning Star ° does not wish * to as-
sume a wantonly controversial attitude 1n regard to
the matter,” but 1t clubs the Bible-in-schools Conerence
to the following lively tune :—

* Dr. Gibb and his Iriends are contipuously shiling
their ground. The political arena is supposed to be 1he
happy hunting-ground of {he opportunmist . but nevet
were there such born  opportumsts, such arrecognisahble
changelings, as these malvontent educationists ' They
are here to-day, and there to-morrow : You never hnow
where to find  them. Let anyone conmypare the:r mani-
festoes of eighteen months age with the Meliverance
issuod from Welhington on Tuesday !' This perpertual
inconsistency. this perplexing  and astounding  topsy-
turvyness, would be amusing il il were not connected
with a matter so serious and so sacred as  ichgious
education,’

We have frequenily referred to the acrobatic agihily
with whick the leaders of the Bible-in-schools campaign
turn handsprings  frotm one powsition  {o another We
have belore us sundry newspaper reports which  show
that the Rev. Dr Gibb (chairman ol the Conferebee)
turned four «ifferent and complele somersaulls from
one proposal to apotber in an incredibly short space of

time.
*

The * Timaru Post ¢
the League. Tt says —

hils hard at the proposals of

* The representatives  of the Conterence are practi-
cally askng the GGovernment Lo mahe a grant ior  the
teacning of rehigion Christians everywhere will
unanimously aegree with all the Comnntiee savs winh
regard to the greatness of the hiterature of the Ihble
and its value as a primer of moral mstruction  Thewe
arguments, however, have no bearing on the proposat
to give the State authority in religious matters
That duty {of rehgious wmsiruction to youth) they (the
Bible-mm-schools clergy) have neglected n the past, and
they are now endeavoring to transfer it 1o the should-
ers of the State school teachers, who have already more
wark than they can get through n the time at theic
disposai.’

The * N 7 Times’ (Wellington) dissects every part
of the Bible-in-schools mamfesto and exposes 1ls falla-
cies in an able manner In regard to the referendumn f
Says 1=

‘ We bhave all along maintaned that +this is net a
question that ocught to he decided hy popular vote .
We hold that the Legislature would do a wrong thing
to refer such a question to the vote of the people, be-
cause it 1S a guestion involving the righls of members
to freedomn of conscience.’ .

The article on ihe subiect in the Wellington ' [ven-
ing Post * is marked by great ability and a fine prasp
of the subject. Il describes the pronouncement of the
Catholic Bishops ag a ' powerful manifesto ” and ‘1n
every respect a model of controversial dialectics © Then
it adds :—

‘ We cannot say as much for the rejoinder of the
Exeoutive of the Bible-in-gschools Conference, which we
published yesterday. It is by nro means the Wor]c of a
tyro or an ignoramus, but it lacks the weight, the

logical force, and the literary finish of its rival, and
1t would only be necessary to print the two side by
side n order 1o show that the rejoinder needs no other
form o1 rehuttal.’

The * Post’ pokes some fine sarcasm at the League

lcaders’ * threadbare platiiudes’ about maserity rule, and

exposes 1heir fallacy  as apphed to ithe question at
issuc It then sels beiore the Confercnce the following
argumentum ad homnem i

"1t s »trange thal representatives of the very
Churches which  are tlaking the leading part in  the
(passive resistance) movemenl at Home should be striv-
mg to miwel wpon the Roman Catholies of this country
a simtlar  grievance, which  would 1nevitably be met
either by simlar tacties or by the concession of a
State  srant to the prisate schools of the aggrieved
mmnornity.’

The sting of the blow thes in the jact that some,
at least, of the signatories  of the Bible-in-schools
manitesto werle active partiapants in the votes of wym-
pathy io the * passive resisiers ' that were passed in
vabous parts  of New Zealand The Nelson * Colonist !
and the  Dannevirke Press ' are among the olher news-
papers to hand that oppose the attempt being made by
a tlamotons section of the commumiy to capture the
publit schouls of the Colony jor sectarian purposes.

BIGCESE OF DUNEDIN
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The new presby tery al Hanfurly is almost completed

s Lordship Bishop Verdon s still at Rotorua,
where he v staymmg at Lake House

On Monday moinmg o Selemn Requiem Mass  for
the  repose of  1he  soul of  1he late DBishop
Moran was celébrated 1m St Joseph's Cathedral Rev.
Father Murphy. Adin,  was celebrant.  Rev. Father
Cleary deacon, and Rev Father O'AMalley subdeacon.

A very attractive musical programme was presented
al  the meeting oo the St. Patrnick’s Social  Club,
Soutl Dunedin, on Monday evemng. the Rev. Father
Cofiey presiding. The tollowing contnibuted items : Mis-
ses  Fitypatrick, Creagh, and  McLean, Messrs. T.
Mcdrrath IPo (Graham, Gaffaney (2), J. Dee. and T.
O'Connell A graphophone selection was given hy Mr.
fooney. The acconwpaniments were played by Misses
Sheridan and Kerr

Un Tucsday evemng representatives of the congre-
gation o1 the Sacred ITeart Church, North Kast  Val-
ey, Duncdun, presented Br T. Tlussey with a heautiful
and costly gold albert chamn and pendant as a mark of
thewr ngh appreciation ot the splendid services render-
ed to 1hem by him as charman of the recent and  sue-
eesaiul Calin Ban Fete o The presentation was made by
the Rev Father Murpby, Adm . at the close of a happy
and ghly comphmantary speech  Messrs Conway  and
Kilmartin also spoke 1 enthusiastic terms of Mr. IHus-
SeY'S setvices to the congregation Mr., IHussey  suit-
ably replied

On mpite Day  (savs an occasional correspondent)
s Warship the Mayor (Mr De Maus)., accompamed by
Mr, Allen, MY R . and Mr M, pad a visit  tg  the
Convenl School, PPort Chalmers. After a song suitable
te the occasion had been sung, each child was presen-

ted with a bag or contectionery, and then his Worship
m a neal rttle speech thanked the Sisters for  having
allowed him the honor ol visiting their school and ad-

dressing  their pupids Mr  Alien  also addressed  the
children, expressing hig  astomishment at the number
present, and sard that he took a particular interest in
the schoot  Tle spoke ot ils efficiency and success. Mr.
Mill spoke of his  long intimacy with the parents  of
the chidren  and said he would  carry away  pleasant
recollections of his visil to the school. He then called
fior three cheers for the Mayor. The other genilemen
were also lowdly cheered. The children were then dis-
mussed for the day, after having been invited by  the
Mayor {e attend a limelight entertainment in the even-
ng

When an old codger shivers and shakes,
A< he hears the wild winter winds roar,

That ancent mislake he continues to make,
And swallows ‘ hot rum '’ in galore ;

Till some friend. like an angel of light,
Introduces a solace more sure ;

And soothes his old throttle by bringing a bottle
0f WOODS' GREAT PFEPPERMINT CURE.
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