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Current Topics he has another element of success—a head that turns
heads. 'Paddy's' head, when onceseen, is notsoon forgot-
ten.

'
Imaintain,' says a French writer, ' that if you

possess or can succeed in making for yourself such a
head that everybody will recognise you in the street,
you will be a notoriety ; and, if besides, you possess
great talent, you will easily be a firmly-established
celebrity.' 'Beauty,' says Pope, ' draws us by a single
hair.' The drawing power of Paderewski's mane is as
that of the Empire Express. On his last visit to Aus-
tralasia, some twelve years ago, the impresario insert-
ed a clause m the contract which bound thQ. Polish
piano-wizard not to tamper with his personal appear-
ance nor shear the leonine locks whose every hair was
deemed a

'
draw.' Paderewski's fortune was made by

a partnership between his hair and his finger-tips. His
euphonious foreign name was,no doubt, also useful as
an ear-ticl:ler.

A Model Subscriber
One of the most refreshing communications that we

have received forvmany a day comes from a valued sub-
scriber, Mr. Andrew Casey, of Hamilton, Waikato. Mr.
Casey has been a reader of the

' Tablet' almost from
its first issue. Writing inreference to the recent reduc-
tion in the prepaid rate of subscription, he says:

'
I

don't think that any Catholic will ever grudge the"
Tablet

"
a yearly subscription of 25s and pay it

cheerfully. At all events Iwillnot. I will willingly

continue to pay the old rate, arid Iget good value for
my money. Ienclose £5 ss, which you will kindly
credit me with at the old rate, namely, * 25s a year.'
Mr. Casey's subscription is now paid in advance for
several years. We thank him for his staunch and prac-
tical sympathy with and appreciation of our work,
Those who conduct Catholic journals have to face much
and not infrequent discouragement. It is a work that
requires a brave heart and a thick skin and a resolute
will to try to 'escape the uphill by never turning
backI.' Few realise better than Catholic journalists how
kind words and deeds are sweet draughts in the cup of
life

—
like a

'concert of rn/usic in a banquet o£ wine.'

The War
The campaign that is going on in Manchuria is by

no means a military picnic, such as some of our boys
in khaki expected to find in South Africa four years
ago. What with torrential rains, bad roads, 'dossing
on the wet earth, and the enormous difficulty of pro-
visioning great bodies of men, the lot of the fighting
man in Manchuria, whether Jap or Russ, is (like the
p'leeceman's) not a happy one. The balance o/ stamina,
endurance, and inarching capacity will probably be en
the side of the hardy, athletic, muscular Japanese.
But in this, as in practically all previous wars, sick-
ness is sure to slay its tens of thousands where the
rough surgery of the "bullet will slay only its thou-
sands. Tn the Crimean war the French army lost 64
men in every 1000 from wounds; it lost 236 in every
thousand from sickness. The English losses were respec-
tively 47 and 179 per 1000. In the ill-fated Mexican
campaign, 49 men in every 1000 lost the number of
their mess by wounds, and 140 by disease. FromJune,
1861, to June, 1863, the Federal Army in the American
Civil War lost 53.2 out of every 1000 of its men. Of
these deaths, only 8.6 per 1000 were caused by wounds,
the remainder (44.6 per 1000) were due to sickness.
When Russia last drew the sword against Turkey, 49
of her fighting men in every 1000 had the partnership
between soul and body dissolved by wounds. More than
twice that number (113 per 1000) were carried oB ty
disease. Generally speaking, only a fifth of the deaths
in modern wars have been caused by bullet and bayonet.
The remaining four-fifths represent losses from sickness
and exhaustion.

Paderewski
'What's in a *name ?' said Shakespeare. .There's a

good deal. Mr. Lovelight, for instance, in the old play,
readily agreed to blood-letting, but he roundly declared
that he would die before he'd be phlebotomised. And
has not Max O'Rell pointed out the curious fact that
it is the unwritten law that all stars of the first mag-

nitlude in the musical firmament must have Italian or
French or German or Russian or Polish or Spanish—
but never English— names ? It is doubtful (according to
Max) if MadameMelba wouldhave stormed the hearts
of the public so well had she appeared on the opera
bills as Nellie Mitchell. Madame Albani and Madame
Nordica also knew the value of assumed foreign names.
And did not the Irish blackbird, Foley— the greatest
basso of modern times, with the possible exception of

Edouard de Reszke— become, for stage purposes, ' Signor
Foli '? Amy Castles might do worse than take the
hint.

Paderewski is coming to lasso our hearts with his
vibrating piano-wires and lighten our purses with his
defti fingers. He is lucky alike in name and skill. But

THIRTY-SECOND YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

DUNEDIN:THURSDAY, MAY 26, 1904. Priob 6dVol, XXXII.— No. 21

The New Zealand

TABLET

/^SfiSt /V T?~ (~\TT l^T *^® Que© 11 Street, l^am^S^BSj==S x\. xVvJJIjLJLN, Auckland.
■^gjglr^ FOR LATEST NOVELTIES IN JEWELLERY;
Diamond 2 Bubie.

*w£2££ Dto'


