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Dr. De Lacy M‘'Carthy has again offered io produce
a fall of two inches of rain at llay, provided he be
guaranteed the sum of £500 1f successful,

The Right Rev. Dr. Olier, S.M., Coadjulor-Bishop
of Central Qcveantca, has left Sydney for his island dio-
cese, and was accompanicd by the Rev. Father Piguel,
S.M., who goes onh a health trip.

A new parish, consisting of Cowper, Ulmarra, and
Lawrence, is to be formed on the Middle Clarence. The
Rev. Father Walsh, P.P.,, of Maclean, had charge of
Lawrence for five years.

Dr. T. P. M'Inerney being the only candidate nomin-
ated for the vacant post of Warden of the Senate of
Melbourne University, has  been duly elected. The
learned gentleman hias had a walk-over for the past de-
cade.

The foundation stone of the new presbytery was
laixd by Cardinal Moran at Parramatta a few Sundays
apgo. The cost of the building will be £1250, and the
collection on the ocrasion ampunted to the handsome
sum ol £370, which included a donation of £50 trom
the pastor, the Rev. T. O'Reilly.

The Right Rev. Mgr. Byrne, V.G., who has had
charge of the Goodwood parish for the last seven years,
is retiring {rom parochial dutied. After a briel holiday
in New South Wales he will take up his residence at
the Goodwood Urphanage and fulfil the duties of chap-
lain 1o the insiilution. After mearly halt a century's
service in the cause of the Church in Australia he is
well entitled to rest and ease in his old age. Monsig-
nor Byrne, ariived in Adelaide on March 6, 1857, in
company with the late Archtushop Rewvnolds, after an
eventful voyage from Western Awustralia 1n the schooner
New Perseverance, which is recorded in the Monsignor's
exceilent work. ‘ The Ilistory of the Catholic Church in
South Australia,” Beth were them voung men  They
had come to Western Austraba in 1855 with a view of
stuwdyang for the priestbood , and both were ordained
in St. Franeis "Xavier’s Cathedral on April 20, 1860, by
Bishop {ieoghegan, bemng the only priests he ever or-
dained. Monsignor Byrne has thus completed his  44th
vear in the priesthood. Afler his ordination he was
actively engaged in mission work, principally at Ka-
punda. Alter some years in that parish WMonsignor
Byrne was appointed Vicar-General 1o the late Arch-
bishop Reynolds, and in 1881 the Holy See conferred
upen him the title of ¢ Doctor.’ Upon the weatlh of
Archbishop Rewvnolds, Dr Byrne was appownlod admin-
isfrator of the Archdiocese of Adelaide, and he con-
tinued 1o hold this appuintment until the appointment
ol Archbwhop O'Helly  Tle was then reappointed, in
conjunctien with the late Archdeacon Russell, Vicar-
General of the Archdiocese. IPrior to his retirement the
parishioners of Goodwood  presenied Monsignor Byine
with an address and other marks of ther esleem.

The llon ITugh Mahon, the Federal Postmasier-
General, was boin 16 years ago in Tullamore, King's
County, Lieland  Tn his early vears (says the * Free-
man’s Journai ") Mr Aahon  relinquished the drudgery
of a farm to Lake up that of a provintial newspaper
The change was nevertheless advantageous, sinee it sup-
plied opporfumity ior supplementing the merely elemen-
tary education then mparted by schools 1n remote
parts of Ireland In a few years, working by day and
studymg by mght, Mr Mahon niastered the printing
trade and became an expert stenographer. This latter
acquirement secured him introduction 1o a higher erade
of journahism, and thus he was privileged to record and
take patt in most of the great gatherngs which  fol-
lowed the incepiton of the Irish Land League Nobody
could be neutlral in those stirring days. Instinet. tradi-
tion, amil associations brought Mr. Mahon to the popu-
lar side and kept him there His activity quickly drew
himt under the notice of the agenis of Dublm Castle,
who, bhaving locked up Mr. Parnell, Mr. Thllon, and
other leaders, proceeded 1o denude the provinces of all
who had taken a prominent part 1n the movement. Mr.
Mahon was amongst the number ; and withoul {ral or
even a charge laid against  him he was imprisoned in
Kilmainham Gant durmg the winler of 1881-2. On re-
lease, by medical advice, he came to Australia, securihg
an engagemenl nn Lhe Svdney press. From 1895 until
his electlon in 1901, he resided on the Western Gold-
fields, having mierests 1n newspapers al Menrvies and
Kalg®orlic Tle stood for the North Coolgardie seat in
the Westralian Parliamemt in 1887, but lhe present Min-
ister of Mines won the eleclion by 60 voies Mr
Mahon has occupied several represenfalive offices! in
Westralia, and has been a Justice of the Peace of that
State for some vears. Flis present consbituency of
Coolgardie is the largest in the Commonwealth, heing
in area equal to the whole State of (Queenstand.

Friends at Court

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR

May 22, Sunday.--Pentecost Sunday.

. 23, Monday.—OI0 the Octave.

. 24, Tuesday —0t the Octave.

35, Wednesday.—Of the Octave. Ember Day.

., 26, Phurday —Of the Octave.

27, Friday.—Of the Octave. Ember Day.

» 28, Saturday.—Of the Octave. Ember Day.

Pentecost.

Pentecost was the name given to the feast among
the Jews, held on the fiftieth day after the Passover,
in ceiebration of the ! ingathering,” and in thanksgiving
for the harvest. From the Jewish use, it was intro-
duced mto the Chrisbian, and with special solemnity, as
being the day of the descent of the Holy Ghost on the
Apostles, and of the first solemn preaching of the Chris-
lian religion. From early times Pemiecost has been re-
garded as one of the pgreat festivals of the Christian
year, and 1t was chosen as one of the times for the
sofeinn adounistiabion of Baplism. The English name of
the festival, Whit-Sunday, 1is derived from the white
robes 1 which the newly baplised were clad. It is re-
garded as especially sacred to the Third Person of the
Blessed Trimty, in whose honor the services of the day
are directly addressed.

Ember Days.

The Kmber Days are the first Wednesday, Friday,
and Saturday of each of the four seasons of the year,
set apart as fast days by the Church. According to the
testimony of Pope Leo, they originated in the time of
the Aposties, who were inspired by the Holy Ghost to
dedicate each season of the year to God by a few days
of penance ; or, as it were, to pay three days’ interest,
avery lhree months, on the graces received from tiod.
The Chureh also commanded the Faithful 1o fast at the
beginmng of each of the four seasons of the year, be-
cause il 1« at this  time that she ordains the priests
and other servants of the Church, which even the
Apostles did with much prayer and fasting. Thus she
desires that during the Ember Days Christians should
tervently ask of God by prayer, fasting, and other good
works, for worlhy pastors and servants, on whom de-
penids the welfare of the whole Christian flock ; she
also desires that in the spring Ember Days we should
ash God’s blessing for the fertility of the earth: in
summer for the preservation of the fruits of the field ;
im autumn when the harvest 1s ripe, and in winter when it
15 sheltered, that we should offer to God, by fasting and
praver, a sacrifice of thanks, petitioning Him to assist
us, that we mayv not use His gifts for our soul’s detri-
ment, but refer all praise to IIim, the fountain of all
goed, aud assist our neighhor according to our means.

The Rev. Dr Burke, of Manly College, Sydney, has
been  appouinted assistant 1o Rev. M. Rohan, at St.
Augustine’s, Balmain FEast. The Rev. John Reohan, of
St Nugustine's, has been appointed to a vacancy at
St Mary s Cathedral, created by the appointment o!f
Rev P . Cregan to a professorship at St. Patrick’s
(ol ege

In a letter to a pnest in Sydney his Lordship the
Bishop o Rockhampton states that he is  almost as
wrell as cver, and hopes to be able to labor for the
Church tor manv yvears to come. Bishop Higgins says
he 1s deeply grateful for the many kind enquirles about
his health made by his Inends 10 Sydney and elsewhere.

Qi Stanislaus’ CoMlege, Batburst, has secured a

minute fragment of radium for scientific demonstra-
fions.
‘TADRLET® READERS '—Watch our advertising

columns. The firms whose names appear there are pro-
gressive,  centerpising, up-to-date. They want your
trade and are prepared to cater for it. Give them a
trint. And do wus the kindness of mentioning the
* Tablet,'—**" ‘

MYERS and CQ., Dentists, Octagon, corner of Georgs
street. They guarantee the highest class of work at
moderate fees. ‘Their artificial teeth give general satis-
faction, and the fact of them supplying a temporary den-
tnre while the gums are healing does away with the
inconvenience of being 1nonths without teeth. They
manufacture a single artificial tooth for Ten shillings, and
sets equally moderate. The administration of nitrous-
oxide gas is also a great boon te those needing the ex-
traction o! a tooth. Read adverfisement.-—***
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