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impossibility. The proposals outlined above are, in
eifect, an invitation to the Civit Government ta set up
a Bureau of Religious Teaching—to found, establish,
and endow a mnew State creed as the official religion of
the public schoals, and to make good, at the expense of
the general taxpayer, the failure of the clergy of some
denominations to adequately discharge their duty of the
religious instruction of youth.

4. Our objection to the proposed lessons is strength-
ened by the following facts :—(a) They were drawn up
as a compromise by a heterogeneous assembly of repre-
sentatives of varicus Reformed denominations, who,
while unanimous in rejecting Catholic principles c¢f
Biblical interprelation, differed profoundly amony, them-
selves upon the most fundamental truths of the Clris-
tian religion. (b) The Seripture lessons were izken
from the Protestant  Authorised Version of the Bible,
and the incorrect Protestant form of the Lord's Prayer
is set down for the daily use of the pupils. {c) The
basic dogma of Christianity—that of the Tnecarpation
and Virgin Birth—is outlawed from the New Testament
narratrve, and the Christ that is presented to the men-
tal eye of the Little ones is not the God-Man of Holy
Writ hut the Chnsi of ihe Unitarian. (d) Protestant
kymns form part of the scheme ; Protestant teaching is
suggested ithroughout the Scripture lessons by the free
use of unauthorised headings, capital letters, italirs,
etc. ; and it has been truly observed that, ¢ in what is
omitted, as well as in the general tone of what is cx-
pressed, the lessons are made as Protestant as  they
could well be made in the cirdumstances.”

6. It would be obviously impossitle far the teachers
—of various creeds and of no credd—to whom 1t is
proposed to entrust these lessons to do such watehful
and continuous violence to their convictions as 1o avaid
coloring their ' literary, historical, and ethical ¥  ex-
planations with their own beliefs or unbelief. Tn g
great number of cases they would, no doubl, con-
sciously or unconsciously, derive from the lessons con-
clusions prejudicial to the faith of Catholic children
‘And cases might readily occur in which teachers wounld
foster scepticism or unbeliel. In a word, the proiected
scheme of Seriptural instruction would, wnder the spe-
cious appearance of relieving the consciences of a cac-
tion af ihe Profestant elerey, arpravate the  double
financial hurden whick we Catholics now bear., hv add-
ing the greater grievance of compelling ns to pav  for
the conversion of the Stale schools inle Protesiant
Sunday schools.

VI. A consclence clause for pupils and teachers is
offered as an offset to the proposed Protestanticing of
the public sehools. But a conscience clause, 1f seriaushy
intended hy its framers as a protective measure for dio-
sidents, should, on principle, exelude all ¢hildren  F1am
Scriptwral or other religious instruction eveept  1haue
whose parents positively signify a wish that {bev chavld
attend. But (1) by what we understand to he +he
terms of the proposed or suggested conseience c¢lauso,
Catholic children, in order to avoid proselviiem, wouid
bhe compelled to oo to school armed wilh written nro-
tests against religious instruction. (2y At least  ~ne
State of the Australian Commonwealih—namelv, Vie
toria—furnishes (as the late Royal Commissinn's  71e-
nrort abundantly shows)nlentiful evidence of 1he flagrant
mannet in which the relirions rights of minnriiios mav
be violated wilh impwnity in public schaols, deanite 410
provisions of Aets o Parliament  and {he prefendod
protection of this form eof ennscience elpuse  (2) Feen
a seriipulous oh2ervance of an ideal conscionce ¢lanes by
teachers wonld stil} leave Catholic children evnroced i
a serous measure of moral pressiure or eomnnleion $a
remain for Protestant religions instrurtion—ramelr, i
tha jeers and inenlts of their comnaninme ~»® {a iha
other farms of =oeial martyvrdom which cbiidven  imaar
=0 well how tn inflict an tha<e whom ther dopm farcien
1o their madee of thnurht and acting, athalia nande
in State schanls wonld, in a ward, he nlared
these two alternatfives—nroselviiem, nr venalties  4n
which no rchildren should he expoased (4} IPor fpachers
a comseience clause would in many cases inflict a rrave
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degree of compulsion upon conscience or feeling. It
would, moreover, inevitably lead to the general imposi-
tion of a religious test in the matter of appointments
to schools,

VII. 1% is proposed to submit the suggested altera-
tions in our State schoo) system to a reiercndum  of
the electors of the Colony. We, for our part, hold 1o
the saund principte of statesmanship that no question
should be submitted to the referendum that allects the
tights of conscience of mimonties. ‘Uhese remain in
ever sacied and inviolable. But if thig question be ever
submitted to the voice of 1le electors of New Zealand,
we should ook with confidence to the result, feeling
sure that our lellow-colonists would approack it, as the
people of South Australia did in 1896, in a spirit ot
Justice, and with a firm and wunalterable determination
to respect the rights of econsoience which a minority,
however small, can never sacrifice. But the issue should
be placed fairly and honestly before the electors. And
the first issue to be determined is, Whether our State
school system  of education is  to be secular or not ?
The form of ballot paper centained in last year’s abor-
tive Bill was suggested by the framers of the Bible-in-
schools project. It was vague and reticent to the last
degree. (1) It gave no information whatever regarding
the nature and source of the Scriptural and other reli-
gious insfruction proposed to be introduced, or (2) re-
garding 1he nature of the explanations thereof which it
was intended to give (3) Worst of all, the terms of
reference were so worded as to supgest that the new
scheme would be simply something added, by way of
extension, to the present svstem of Staie instruction,
and not—as it would really be—an alteration of the
mest radical kind in our Fducation Act. It is difficiis
to avoid the conviction that the form of ballot paper
to which we allude was deliberately intended to confuse
the clectors of the Colony, and to spatch a vietory by
a ruse de guerre rather than by a straightforward ap-
peal to the country on a clear-cut and definite issue.

VIIL. Much as we deplore the hard secularism of fhe
present Education Act, we would rather see it retained
in its integrity  until modifications are forthcoming
which would confer a wubstantial benefit on the rising
reneration without endangering the farih and cxaspera.
ting the feelings af a larpe class of childrrn who fre-
quent our public schools.

Given at Wellington an the 20k day of April, 1904,

- FRANCIS REDWOOD, S.M.,
Archbishop of Wellington.
* JOHN JOSEPH GRIMES, S.M.,
Bishop of Christchurch,
** MICHAEL VERDON,
Bishop of Dunedin.
= GEO. M. LENTHAN,
Bishop of Auckland.

TO OUR READENS.——You will find it to vour ad-
vantage Lo deal with * Tabllet * advertisers, They are
enterprising, ap-to-date business men, They want your
trade and are prepared to carer far it, Give them a

trial.  You will do us a scrvice hy kindly mentioning the
‘Tabhlot,'—w+=

Awnother gram season heing  at hand that well
hnown firl, Messrs Donald Bewd  and Co, Dunedin, in
thanking {heir manv cliends for {heir patronage  in
the past, take the opnortunity  of again tendering
their services {fo {he agniculturai community  for the
disposal of therr gram in the local or other markets,
and are prepared to male Lberal cash advances on the
same, 11 necessary The firm has special facililies for
the storaze and disposal of al! lipds of farm produce,
its stores hewne dry, thoroughly ventilated, and  con-
venientlv situated, Produce consignedd  to {he firm is
dehivered direct 1ntg the store, and 1he waste and loss
mevrred  ju unloading are done away with. The firm
holds regular anelion sales of produce every Monday
morning, and account sales  are rendered  within six
davs  The advaniapes offered by the firm are unequal-
led accommodation, no delays in offering, low scale of
charges, and prompt returns. .
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