
NEW ZEALAND TABLET Thursday, April 28, 1904

degree of compulsion upon conscience or feeling. Itwould, moreover, inevitably lead to the gealeral imposi-
tion of a religious test in the matter of appointments
to schools.

VII. It is proposed to submit the suggested altera-tions in our State school system to a referendum ofthe electors of the Colony. We, for our part, hold tothe sound principle of statesmanship that no question
should be submitted to the referendum that affects thelights of conscience of minorities. These remain ioiever sacred and inviolable. Rut if this questionbeeversubmitted to the voice of the electors of New Zealand,we should look with confidence to the result, feelingaure that our fellow-colonists would approach it, as +he
people of South Australia did in 1896, in a spirit of
justice, and with a firm and unalterable determination,
to respect the rights of conscience which a minority,
however small, can never sacrifice. But the issue shouldbe placed fairly and honestly before the electors. Andthe first issue to be determined is, Whether our Stateschool system of education is to be secular or not ?The form of ballot paper contained in last year's abor-tive Bill was suggested by the framers of the Bible-in-
schools project. It was vague and reticent to the lastdegree. (1) It gave no information whateverregardingthe natiure and source of the Scriptural and other reli-
gious instruction proposed to be introduced, or (2) re-garding the nature of the explanations thereof whichitwas intended to give (3) Worst of all, the terms ofreference were so worded as to suggest that the newscheme would be simply something added, by way ofextension, to the present system of State instruction,and not-as it would really be— an alteration of themost radical kind in our Education Act. It is difficultto avoid the conviction that the form of ballot uaperto which we allude was deliberately intendedto confusethe electors of the Colony, and to snatch a victory bya ruse de guerre rather than by a straightforward ap-peal to the country on a clear-cut and definite issue.VIII.Much as we deplore the hard secularismof Ihepresent Education Act, we would rather see it retainedin its integrity until modifications are forthcomingwhich would confer a substantial benefit on the risinggeneration without endangering the faith and exaspera-ting the feelines of a large class of children who fre-quent our public schools.
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Bishop of Christchurch.* MICHAEL VERDON,
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impassibility. The proposals outlined above are, ineffect, an invitationto the Civil Government to set up
a Bureau of Religious Teaching-to fo^umd, establish,
and endow a new State creed as the official religion of
the public schools, and to make good, at the expense of
the general taxpayer, the failure of the clergy of some
denominations to adequatelydischarge their duty of the
religious instruction of youth.

4. Our objection to the proposed lessons is strength-
ened by the following facts :-(a) They were drawn up
as a compromise by a heterogeneousassembly of repre-
sentatives of various Reformed denominations, who.
while unanimous in rejecting Catholic principles of
Biblical interpretation,differed profoundly among them-
selves upon the most fundamental truths of the Chris-
tian religion, (b) The Scripture lessons were taken
from the Protestant Authorised Version of the Bible,
and the incorrect Protestant form of the Lord'sPrayer
is set down for the daily use of the pupils, (c) The
basic dogma of Christianity— that of the Incarnation
and Virgin Birth— is outlawed from the New Testamentnarratrve, and the Christ that is presented to the men-
tal eye of the little ones is not the God-Man of Holy
Writ b\it the Christ of the Unitarian, (d) Protcstmt
hymns form part of the scheme;Protestant teaching is
suggested throughout the Scripture lessons by the free
use of unauthorised headings, capital letters, italics,
etc. ; and it has been truly observed that, " in what isomitted, as -well as in the general tone of what is ev-
pressed, the lessons are made as Protestant as they
could well be made in the circumstances."

6. It would be obviously impossible for the teachers
—of various creeds and of no credd— to whom it is
proposed to entfust these lessons to do siuch watchful
and continuous violence to their convictions as to avoid
coloring their " literary, historical, and ethical " ex-
planations with their own beliefs or unbelief. In a
great number of cases they would, no doubt, con-
sciously or unconsciously, derive from the lessons con-
clusions prejudicial to the faith of Catholic children
And cases might readily occur in which teachers would
foster scepticism or unbelief. In a word, the proiec+ed
scheme of Scriptural instruction would, under the spe-
cious appearance of relieving the consciences of a sec-
tion of the Protestant elere-y, aggravate the double
financial burden which we Catholics now hear, by add-
ing the greater grievance of compelling us to pay for
the conversion of the State schools into Protestant
Sunday schools.

"VI. A conscience clause for pupils and teachers is
offered as an offset to the proposed Protestantlsme; of
the public schools. Btit a conscience clause, if seriously
intended by its framers as a protective measure for dis-
sidents, should, on principle, exclude all children Mom
Scriptural or other religious instruction e\rer»t 1hos»
whose parents positively signify a wish thai tl^v <hoi>ld
attend. But (1) by what we understand to ho +he
terms of the proposed or suggested conscience clause,
CatKolic children, in order to avoid proselvtism, would
be compelled to go to school armed with written nrn-
tests against religious instruction. (2) At least "o
State of the Australian Commonwealth— namely, Yi~-
toria—furnishes (as the late Royal Commission's re-
port abundantly shows)m*entiful evidence of the flagrant
manner in which the relicioiis rights of minorities m.^v
be violated with irrVpivnitv in public schools, desnito<}.p
provisions of Acts of Parliament an-d the prolong,]
protection of this form of conscience clause ("%} nve-n
a scrupulous observance of an ideal conscience dn^o}^
teachers would still leave Catholic children ovno^ri in
a serious measure of moral pressure or ronTwki^n to
remain for Protestant reliorioits instruction— t^^ht, to
tho ieers and insults of their enmnnnion<; "'"'

in ih»
other forms of soHnl martyrdom vpkli rli'^'-p" i-^-m,-

so well how to inflict on tho^e whoro i.lim- rWm fn.-P,v^
to their modes of tpoutrht and n^ti^n. fS^oT" <rm.it;

in Sta+r* schools would, in a word, be risked VoWoori
these two nllerDative"

—
nroselvtism, or r>onaHies to

which no children should be evposed (A) F<^ toacbers
a conscience clause would in many cases inflict a trave
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