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At the final meeting of the Sydney St. Patrick’s
Day celebration commitiee the secretaries read ke
balance sheet, which was unanimously adopted. The
celebration was a great success, the credit balance
sbanding at £52R8 Bs 4d 1t was stated dthat the sum of
£65 would be availabie for cach of the Catholic
orphanages.

On Sunday, 24th 1nst., his Eminence the Cardinal-
Archhishop, assisted by the Right Rev. Dr. Olier, 3.M.,
Coad jutor-Bishop-IZlect of Tonga, will bless and open
the new additions to the Villa Maria Church, Hunter’s
Hill, Sydney, which are now nearing completion. The
work, which was rendered necessary by the growing
reguirements of ihe district, and which has been under-
taken at a cosl of some £1200, has been dedicated to
the memory of the late Father Muraire, .M., who for
40 years spent himsell in the service of the Catholics
of Hunter's Hill.

The Cathedral Hall (writes the Melbourne correspon-
dent of the Svdney ‘ Freeman’s Journal’) is one of
the finest, if not 1le very finest, in Melbourne, and
has elicited unstinted praise from all who have seen 1ts
massive propoiiions and eclegant interior decoration and
up-to-date equipment as a theatre, etc. This work s
ong more jewel in the imperishable crown which adorns
the wonderfully successful administration of his Qrace
the Archbishop, and easily ranks next to ihe labors of
the Most Rev. prelate in connection with St Patriek's
Cathedral, on which his Grace expended £100,000.

The ohjects of the Vietorian Scripture League con-
tinne. to receive some wholesome criticism from  the
Melbourne secular press. The © Age’ has given a pre-
cis of the evidence taken hefore the Royal Commission
on the state of education in  Victoria in 1867. They
had every facilily for giving religious insiruction in the
public schools, hut  on the ilestimony of 1heir own
ministers the work was shamefully neglecied ‘The wri-
ter concluded with  this pertinent cobservation :—*f The
question naturally arises whether the conditions which
cobtaimed in the <ixtlies would not repeat themselves to-
day if the effortx of the Seripture instruction cam-
paigners were successful.’

St. Mary's new church, now in eourse ¢f erection at
Ipswich, Queensland, is to replace the old St Mary’s,
which served all ihe requirements of a parish  church
for forty years. The foundation stone of the new
church was laid by his Graec Archhishop Dupne on
October 28, 1900 The dimensions of 1he new church,
which i9 to seat 3000 people, are preliy eclossal TIts
Tength i~ 14041 by a width of 69t 16in  The <tyle of
architecture 15 Gothe  When fimshed St Vary's new
church, Trswich, will be one of the finest ecelesiastienl
vuldings 1n Queensland. The wetal cost. when finished,
ol the portrons now being built, which is oaly hali the
structure when complete, is £25,000

A canference of Siate school feachers was held the
other dav in Svidnev with the ohicct of copsidering the
report of the Bducation Commissioners recently  Irom
abroad. Sir IHatry Rawsen, State Gevernor, presided,
and apened 1he eonferenree, among olhere present  bdeng
Cardinal Moran,  the  Anehean Pumate (Archbishon
Smithy, and Rev  Dr. itarper (Presbyierian) In 1he
course of an address ™o the conference his Timinence
said * ¢ Conformahle to those prineiples, reheon should
not be bamshed fiom vur schoole  19ducation  should
unfold to the ¢hild al averv step his demendence on ihe
Creator. whilst 1 {eaches him s duties towards s
parents, towarids his counrtry, towards the social ‘arder
in which he lined, and towards his felle w-citizens In
all this we must hear in mand tbat teligion s not a
mere nelitical nshtution, nor a means to attam -ome
worldly euds We remard 1t of itself, and Tor atsell, as
a priceless Treasure, a Divine @it <o precious that  we
chould sacrifire all elee 1o secvre 1t T 1s the  very
fommtain scviee of spntual lie, God ever precent tn
the soul, and communicating Himsell to us, wo {hiat In
th1s vmon with <iod each one mav find his neblest  as-
riratione realiced snd  the reliplous vearuimes  of hm_q
heart folly «afiefied Tt 15 1n econformity vith this
gmivit of rtelirton that Chricd rometh to our schonls,
and fer orr Cathalie ehildren it becomes a dutv and a
oy to reecive  Flis Jessons of heavenly wikddom, *o be
comforiod by ITis <tiengtlbemne graces. amd o Chn_rwh
the Divine heritage  of blessipps which Tle has ziven
us.’

TO OTTR NFADFNS —Vou will find it to vanr ad-
vantage to deal with * Tahlet ° advertisers. They nre
enterprising. ap-to-date husinpss men Thev want your
trade and are prepared to cater for it Give them =
trigl. You will do us a service by kindly mentjoning the
‘ Tablet.'-—***

Friends at Court

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR

April 24, Sunday.—Second Sunday after Easter. Pat-
i ronage of St. Joseph.
»» 43, Monday.—Si. Mark, Evangelist.
v 80, Tuesday.—5S. Clelus and Maicellinus, Popes
and Martyrs.
., 47, Wadpesday.—St. Anastasins I
Confessor.
»» 28, Thursday.—St. Paul of the Cross, Confessor.
e 29, I'riday.—St. Peter, Martyr,
30, Saturday —St. Catherine of Siema; Virgin.

Patronage of 3t. Joseph.

This feast was insiituted by Pius I1X. shortly after
his elevalion to the pontificate. Later on, in 1870, the
same Pontiff declared St. Joseph Patrou of the Univer-
sal Church. Few, if any, of the saints, with the ex-
ceptron of the Mother of God, appeal more strongly to
our love and veneration than St. Joseph—spouse of the
Blessed Virgin and foster-father of our Redeemer. As
the Son of God was subject Lo lum on earth, - s0  we
believe his intercession to be most efficacious ip heaven.
St. Thomas of Aquin says of him, ‘ Some saints are
privileged to extend to us their patromage in certain
cases with peculiar efficacy ; but to . 8t. Joseph is
given io assist us in all cases, in every necessity, in
every undertaking.

St. Mark, Evangelist.

St. Mark, one of the four Evangelists, was pro-
bably the same as John Mark, mentioned in the Acts
(x11 25). He was the nephew or cousin of St. Barna-
bas DMark afterwards hecame the fawvorite companion
and disciple of 'St. Peter at Rome. Sent on a mission
1o Egypt by St. Peter, Mark there founded the Church
at  Alexandria, which he governed 1ili the year 632,
when he appeointed Annianus his successor. His life
was ended by mrartyrdom in the vear 68. Mark wrote
his Gosgpel 1n Greek, which, as St. Irenaeus tells s,
appeared after the death of the Apostles Peter and
Paul, and which he is said to have compiled from the
preaching of St. Peter, who also gave it his sanction.
Ienee, ancient writers call him the ¢ Interpreter > of
that Apostle.

58 (Metus and Marcellinus, Popes and Martyrs.

St Cletus, the third Bishop of Rome, suffered mar-
trydom under Domitian about the year 89. 8t Mar-
cetlinus occupied the throne of St. Peler during a period
of cight years Tle died 1n 304, alter having endured
many sulierings for the faith in the cruel perseoution of
Diccletian.

St Anastasjus I, Pope and Confessor.

S1 Anastasius, a Boman by birth, held the Ponti-
fical office ram 398 to 401 st. Jarome refers to him
1 ferms of high commendation and declares him to
have been ©a man of holy Life, endowed with an apos-
telie soheifude and zeal.?

St. Paul of the Cross.

St Paul was born near Genoa, 1n Italy From
childhond he showed a special devotion to the Passion
of Christ  The founded the Congregation. of the Passion,
the members of which, besides the usual three vows,
make a fourth—that thev will do thely utmost to keep
alive 1n 1he hearts of the faithful! the memory of our
Leord's Passion 8t TPaul died 1m Rome in 1775.

St Peter, Martyr.

&1. Peter was horn at Verona, in Tlaly, and at the
age of filtcen entered the Donunican Order. He was an
cloquent preacher. and brought about the conversion of
manv Mamchean® heretics  His success enraged some
sectatians, at whose hands he met s death in 1253,

St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin.

St. Catherine was born at  Siena  on March 25,
1317, and hed at Rome, April 30, 1380. She entered
the Dominican Order about 1364. Her spimt, eloquence,
austerily, seal, eestacies, and revelatrons sooo rendered
her name famous Catherine played an important poli-
tieal role  In the war which the united Guelphs and
(ehibelhires made on Pope Gregory XI, she retamned the
alies of Arerro, Lurea, and Siena for the Pope.  After
that she wenl to Avignon to see the Savereign Pontifi,
reconciiedl him with the Florentines, and induced him to
return to Rome. She was canonised by Pius II. in
1461,

., Pope and
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