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upon incontinence, and that (2) all creeds have not the
same value as restraining agents against this form of
human frailty. But it is quite a different thing to as-
sume (as your correspomdents did) that specific forms of
religious belief shouid get the whole discredit of such
rates of illegitimacy as prevall among their real or
nominal or supposilitions adherents. At least one ot
the writers in your columns went sio far as to hold tihe
Catholic Church accountable for the moral ebiiquity ol
vast numbers of people who never came under her juris-
diction, who reject her faith, and many of whom are
among her bitterest opponents and  persccutors  Of
this, more anon.

¢ Ilegitimacy,’ says Leflingwell (p. 83) “is a ph:@e
of sociai phenomena produced by the constant

Action ol Several Causes.

Its variamce in diflerent localities depends upon  ihe
force and mumber of-the factors there present.’ The
strength or weakness of religious influences 15 one ol

these, and a very important one. But there are, as we
shall see at the pgoper time, other and powerful factors
also at. work. Over some of these the religious  de-
nominations have little or no control. The measure of
a church’s responsibility in this connection is the meas-
ure ol its deficiencies (if any) in teaching, and of its
faplure to rise io the level of its duties and ity
opportuntties. 1n specific cases the blame (if any) must
be apportioned, not as writers in your columns have
apportioned it, recklessly, but wilh care and judgment
And this can be done only by those who liave ' studied
the matter ' long and seriously, and who are in posses-
sion of full knowledge of the tdcts. And this full know-
ledge, as I shall show, is not to be found ready cata-
logued in statistical publications. Neither is 1t con-
tained in the sixth volume of f Chambers's Ioncyciu-
pedia.’

This letter has already run into too great length
But it is slow and * dour work ' to clear this field of
controversy of the weeds and undergrowth {hat infest
it. I request your courteocus permission to conclude 1his
subject in another issue—I am, etc.,

Lditor * N Z. Tablet ’
‘Alpril 2.

CAUSES AFFECTING ILLEGITIMACY

The secontl letter, which runs as follows, appeared
in the ¢ IXvening Star’ of last Thursday .—

Sir,—In vour issue of Monday 1 dealt with the dis-
putants in your columns who recenily took the statisti-
cal returns of illegitimate births in various countries
as  tests of Proteslantism versus Romanisin ' to deter-
mine which has the purer faith.

I now come to

The Causes

that affect the rale of illegitimacy. They are many ,

they diter 1a eneigy , they snmetimes neutradise eatl
other , and tihey vary rreatly in different coun-
tries and even 1w different  districls  of the  same
country. They may be divided, for 1the pur-
poses ¢l tlns  discussion, into twe classes —(4) Those

that tend—in themselves and apart from the action  of
nentralising apencies—to 1ncrease incontinence and  the
rate of wWlegitimacy , and (b those that tend To 1ednee
the rate of Ulegitinacy without dimnimehing the  total
immerality  of a country. To the first-named «lass he-
long, generally speaking, all causes which tend o
directty or mmdiectly undermine the inlluence ol relivan,
and all causes wmich—without  necessalily  tipatnng
rehigious farth—mcrease the temptations to unchastity.
Ilera are the principal — _

1. Causes coubributed by Feliglous organisations
themselves or their clergy, such as  loose living, lach of
zeal, lanily o1 indetetminateness of docliine, cle

2. Tha spread of coarse  materialism, or infudelity )
or of debasing principles  of moral conduct | war upon
religious faith and practice, such as a long suvcession of
anti-Catholic Govetnments have been carrying out  in
France (cf. Lechy,  Democracy and Liberty,” vob o p
LES

3. Syggestive, unclean, ov demorabising  hieratuare |
all amusements anrd oceupations that tend 1o Blunt o
impair the moial sense (i Lecky, * uropean Morals,”
12th ad . vol 1, p 116).

4. Overcrowding, as n the slums of larce  aties
(Yet in Catlolic Mavo, Ireland, poor gne-1toomed  and
two-roomend houses shelter three-fourths  of the popuia-
tien of a county that contains the purest peasanliy  on

carth)

5. The presence  of large hadies of mititary («f
Lechy, ¢ Furopean Morals,”  12th od vel 1, p IR
The wholesale  censcription  that prevails in the great

militaty nations of Furope is aggravated, i the  case
of France and  Ttaly, bv Freethought Adnmoimstrations
removing tne citiven soltiers as much as possihle from
réligious influences (as to France, see Levhy, ' Democe-
racy and Libertv,” vol n, p. 86).

6. ¢ Any restraint on early marriage, whether
posed by law or custom, or arising from severe indus-
irial depression ' (Leflingwell. ¢ Illegitimacy,’ p. 88).
We shall sce that legal restraints exist in Austria,
Bavaria, and Italy.

7. Lefingwell (pp. 50-59) and others give a position
of some importance to the hypothesis of a special
hereditary wmfluence towards lubricity, which they sup-
pose Lo exist in some races of mankind more than in
olhers. A warm chimate (as in Southern Furope), out-
of-door hfe, and the legal right of inguiry into patern-
ity are alen alleged as factors that tend to inercased
rates of illegitimacy (Lecky, ' JRuropean Morals,” 12ih
ed, vol. 1, p. 115 ; Lefiingwell, p. 193,

8. All great national convulsions—such as wars and
revolutions—which seriously affect the equilibrium of
people’'s minds, disturb the established social order, or
dislocate or iwpair the machinery of the Church. Kng-
land, for instance, suffered terribly in its social and
domestic morals for over 100 years alter its two com-
paralively httle revolutions of the seventeenth century,
ltaly, Spain, Austria and France have been through the
agony ol much more serious upheavals at comparatively
recentl dates. Some of the evil principles of the Great
Revolution of 1789-1799 are still at work: upon the
social and domestic life of considerable parts of France.
And the situation 15 aggravated by the savage cam-
paign which has been carried on for thirty years by a
well-organised minority havipg the reins of power
(Locky, * Democracy and Liberty,” vol. i, p. 48) to crip-
ple and enslave the Church and to bamish the whole
rode of Christian morality and the very idea of religien
from the hearts of the people.

On the other hand, * we cannot always,” says
Leflingwell (p. 87), * infer the existence of a higher ftone
of morals from

A Low Rate of Illegitimacy

im-

(1) in countries wl‘terPT ante-natal destructian of life
largely prevails, (2) in countries where young women
are gpeclally  guarded before marriage, yet  wheremn

warital fidelity may be less observed ; (3) in countries
whetein polyandry 1s alleged lo exist as an acknow-
ledged custom ; (4) 1n great cities, where other vices
counteract the tendency to this, and where opportuni-
ties for concealment are {ar greater t{hap in country
distrieds,’

¢ In Great Brifain,’ says Mulhall, ¢ the death-rate of
infants 1s 30 per cent. higher than in Ireland (* Diction-
ary of Statisties,” ed. 18499, p. 683). This may he in
great  part accounted for by the fearful prevalence of
pre-natal murder and infanticide, for which I refer the
reader to Lecky (¢ Iuropean Morals,” 121h ed., vol. 1n1.,
p 285), and (not to mention a score of others) to
the heart-breaking books and articies of the Rev. Ben-
janmn Waueh  C Tt 1s possible,” says Leflingwell (p. 69)

that the great majority of girl-mothers ¢f the
middie  ranks ' an Great Britamm completely  f ide
their  fall © Klsewhere (p. 1) he  says  of  the

statistics of iHemUmacy |, Concealment and infanticide
undoubtediy make the 1ecord everywhere less fughtiul
than 1ts awlul reality ’

To the four factors enumerated above by Lelfingwell
ae should add (5) artificial sterilily and (68) the social
evil In Franee and Ifaly, and perhaps in other Con-
timental countries  as well, this greatl evil 1s carefully
Inuited and reculated by the Stale, and ils resulls in
the physieal order  enormously reducerd. In Greal Bri-
tam no sveh restraints exist, and the soeal evil there
seetns o have touched its grealest extent, and (so far
as lurepe 15 comcerned)  1ts myost revolting depihs of
degradatron “ Tn no olher  lduropean  country,”  says
Lechy, s i f so hopelessly vieious and so irrevocable ®
(" Bmopean Morals,”  13th ed., vol u, p ¥6) This
mav 1o some exient aceount for  the first part of
LeMmnewell’s statement (p 86) that mn Great Britain
legitiuacy © <eems 1o prevail least among the popula-
tron of vities and chtelly m orural commumnities ' The
sy factors ennmerated here are, no douhl, more or less
at work in other couniries also, and in varving degrees
modiy the returns of then illegitimate hirths

7 Neuereal disease is also a factor that

.

Tends {0 Reduce he Rate

of llecthimiacy withoul 1 any way diminmishing  the
1otal of a cdauntry’'s inporality AV correspondent  in
vaur columns,  speaking i reference to Ireland,  * and
mure especially Cathohie  Ireland,” says —¢ There are
nmore way s of keeping a countiry moral than by refrain-
me ' The  “ waves ™ {hal he insfances  consist of  the
spread of senereal disease And he refers fo the ¢ coun-
t1v " at laree  The apierence which he leaves the reader
{1 draw i~ perfectlv obvions and unmistakable  As re-
vards Trelamd at laree, he has not 2 serap of evidence
1o ofier v\s tegards even anv part of it, he still has
none—nothing i a bald and unsupported  assertion
that there are for werc) in Treland only two institu-
tions (hknown as lock hospitals) for the treatment of
1liose toathsome disorders ; that these  are in  Dublin
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