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of the world, the agony of His ¢ross, to establish this
Church, thus  fold for you. For your dear sake, He
came. Apd what are you doing ? You are thrusting
His priceless Christmas giflt away from you. You are
putting Him out of your ufe—making His neart to ache
worse than when the spear transfixed it. Child—named
after His beloved Mother—you won't do that ? Surely,
surely you do not want to go out into that dark
counvry beyond the Catholic faith where all is unhbeliel
and indecision ? Let me show you what you are do-
mg. Let mce prove to you what a heritage you are
Leihgquisiing , you, who are named for Christ's Mo-
ther. You know, just as surely as you sland there,
that this man will never becume a Catholic 7'

* Yes, Father,” she answered, humbly.

*Can you prove o him the beauty of your faith ?
The reasons why you believe? Child, you have need
1o learn them yourseif betore you can teach anotlher.
Be wise, be wise. You would want to drift away from
us. You would want never to come to church !’

' Ok, no, no, Father——' )

‘*Yet what gilt of grace are you so0 sure of that
this will not happen to you? Listen to an old
priest who has seen greater, stronger holds on faith
than yours give way beneath the carping criticism ot
those who did not understand. Listen t0 me now.’

* Yes, Father.'! Flis voice was so ycave and gentle
end sc sad. ‘1 will fisten.’

‘Pul off your marriage to this man for six
moenths. Come to me then for instruction, say just
one hali-hour 2 week. Let me show you why you are
a Catholic. Join the Sodality. Ah ! You don't want
to lose Mary for a Mother? You don’t want to
lose, from out your Ife, the glorious presence of God
upon the zltar ? Now, do you ?’

* No, Father.!

‘1 thought not—I thought not. You are my own
good little lamb, who will not drift away from us, 1
will pray for you,’

He put his band upon her shoulder gently.

‘God be with you, little strugghng soul ! ' he said.

She left the sacristy. With kindly words he fol-
lowed her to the door. She went away from him—
down the steps. He stood looking after her.

* God be with yom all, my people,” he said. * God
be with vou all, and hear my prayers for you., There
are worse things than death in this world, mother,' he
wentl on, raising his eyes to the star-studded sky. ‘And
while I make petition for them—and you—do not for-
get, when 1% i3 God's will, to do the like for me, and
those who are given to my charge.'

He went back again to the hight that burned bhefore
the hidden Christ., And there he knell The heavy bur-
den at his heart grew less. He saw 1he woman puffed
with ber own concelt grow humble. 1le saw the clouded
home made bright and those in it made happy because
ong man could conguer his besetting sin. He saw the
dormant soul of the girl, fragrant and fresh as a flower
with devotion and love for God. All this he saw. And
the heart ol the priest heat high.

If dreams came truc!
*

You know Father Laurence, you people who read
these Ilines We all know him. He has come 1o us,
every one of us, when most we needed him,

Let ug be prodigal. Not of our good works, our
alms, our love alone—but of our prayers for our pricsts,
for those who daily win God's grace for us.

(tod he with them ! Let us pray for them.—'Dona-
hoe's Magacine.’
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ENGLAND.—Death of a Provincial

The Rev, Father Colley, S J, Provincial of the
Society ol  Jesus, diad at Stonyhurst College, on
February 12. The deceased, who was an Englishman by
birth, was 1in his H6th year.

Rescue Homes

The orgamsation of Children’s Resoue and Protection
Societies 1a Cathohie dioceses 15 steadily gaining
ground, The latest, says the ' Daily News,’ is that just
set om foot  in the diocese of Chifton, the Bishop of
which is Dr. Burton, who was formerly for many years
rector of a Mission in South Shields. At the present
moment there are well-established children’s rescue

societies in the [Iollowing  dioceses —Westminster,
Southwark, Birmingham, Salford, Liverpool, Shrews-
bury, and Clifton. The number of orphan, desiitule,

and deserted children wholly maintained by these socie-
ties probably exceed 2500, and at the cost of £30,000
per annum. In this number and expenditure are not
included many hundreds of children inmates of orphan-
ages, homes, and institutions not directly affihated to

and the outcome of the establishment of these childvren’s
rescue soclelles.

Latholics and Political Parties

In the course of his Lenten Pastoral, read in the
Catholic churches of London, Archhishop Bourhe defines
upe position of Cabholic electors at tie forvhcoming
Lounty Cauncil elections.  He pownts out that they are
nowglace Lo face with a great crisis 1u edacation, and
every voter must realise the obligation which is wpon
mm. ‘Lpey should inform themselves of the princtples of
viost who solicited their votes, and give their vote to
no man upen whose sincerity they were unable to de-
poud. Tuey should support = those alone who publicly
and franhly, and without any subterfuge, promused to
act lairly m every detall towards the voluntary schools
of Lundon. The Catholic Church had no alllance with
any political party. From all alike she claimed fair
treatment and liberty to do her divine work. 1In return
stie oftered to all her heartiest co-operationm in all Lhose
vhings which conduced to the moral advancement of the
natwon and mapkind, Catholics, thereiore, should work
o close union with their clergy in the coming election,

that the results might be of a nature to assure the
safety of their schools.

FRANCE.—Distasteful Duty

4 Pans correspondent states that one morning re-
cently 1000  troops, infantry, cavalry, apd artillery,
accompamnied by 65 mounted police, left Vannes by
special trains to ensure ihe expulsion of the few monks
hoown as the ' Biothers of Lamennias,’ Who were ia
charge of the head house of their Order at Ploermel, in
Brittany. The bell of the comvent chapel kept rioging
the tocsin from four o'clock in the morning. The troops
on arrival surrounded the building, and the official liqui-
dator, on bewg refused admittance, ordered the doors
to be broken open, Whilst this was going on a patient
who was in the convent infirnary died. A threatening
crowd collected, but the display =~ of military was such
that they made no serious attempt to prevent the ex-

pulsion  from being carried out. Six  officers of the
vannes gartison refused to take part in the proceed-
ngs, and were placed under arrest, It is said that

after a period of imprisonment in a fortress they will
be dismissed from the Army,

Return of the Nuns

The recent laicisation of the Marseilles hospital
(wiites the Paris carrespendent of the * Glasgow Ob-
server '} has caused some sensation, as the Hospital
Commission, presided over by Dr. Quiriel, had fought
the moderate Municipal Council on the question and had
carried the day. The nuns left on the lst of January.
Dr. Quiriel and his colleagues were satisfied, but it soon
became evident that it was ' easter to expel the nuns
than to replace them. Everything went from bad to
worse, and in the few  weeks which followed the de-
parture of the nuns the ratio of hospital mortality in
Marseilles 1ncreased fivelold, In the face of these re-
sults, Dr. Quiniel—to his credit be it said—did not hesi-
tate to recognuse that he had made a wmistake in work-
g for the expulsion of the nuns. He has requested
the Superioress to allow her nuns to return to the hos-
pitais, and particularly to the one under his own
aharge ; anh this is now being done. A curious ques-
tion 15 thereby raised, and the Public Prosecubor is
considering whether Dr. Quirie! should not be prose-
cuted for cpening, without authorisation, a Congrega-
tional establishment. This is engugh 1o show the
effects of the beautiful regime we live under.

ROME.--The Patriarchate of Venice

Monsignor Sealabrini, the Bishop of Piacenza, con-
cerning whom several paragraphs have recently appear-
ed bhe press, as it is reported that he will shortly be
nominated to the Patriarchate of Venice in succession
to Puus X., 15 & rather distant family connection of the
Bishop of Salford,Dr. Casartelli. Bishop Scalabrlni has
completed his 64th year, and has been 29 years Bishop
of Placenza, having been consecrated to that See at the
early age of 35. Before that he was Professor in the
Seminary of Como. As Bishop, one of his chief cares
has heen the welfare of the Italian emigrants to Am-
erica, in whose interest and at the request of Leo XIII,
he visited the United States some two vears ago. The
appointment is so opposed to the Bishop's own de-
sires that it is now considered unlikely to take place.
Monsignor Scalabrini was one of the episcopal guests
bidden to Manchester for the cousecration of Bishop
Casartelli last September, but was unfortunately pre-
vented by urgent business from attending,

SCOTLAND.—A Bequest

It has been announced that the late OUanon Dozlevy
left a sum of £1000 for the erecdtion of a new marble
altar, in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh.
A Prelate’s Coat of Arms

The Right Rev. Dr. Chisholm, Bishop of Aberdeen
(writes a correspondent of ihe ¢ Catholic Herald *), has
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