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have become big shopkeepers and are ever and evermorc
casting about for fresh customers for their wares. The
wide world 15 all {oo small for their rivalries, their
settied policy 15 one of grab; and they are constantly
in search of pretexis to pwk quarrels that will  gng
them the commard of the hinterlands of the worlds or
the ownership of the rich mines or other commercial
advantages  which small nations here or there posscss
Once on a (e, wars were mainly dypaslic. From thg
seventeenth  conluty onwards they lave Dbeen undin-
taken almost allogether for the purpose of opening nes
markels or seennng other commercial advaniages 0l
moncpohes  In the days when Britain, Portugal, Spain,
France, and Holland were  exploiting the newly discon-
ered fands :n the west and east and south, wal {as the
historian John Robert Seceley points oul) was a com
mwercral ndusiry—* a profilable nvestment into whuh
men put ther capital as the most thriving  business
of the time, and for which they readily ventured then
hves '’

Holtand, for insiance. embarked her ali 1n the lne
“plunge ' of a war with Spain. It was purely a con
mercial speculatjon For eighty  years Don and Duich-
man pounded and shewered ecach oiher for the trade ol
the western woild. The war almost bled both antaco-
mets white  Bul 1t made Iittle Holland one of  the
greal commercial  powers of the 1ime Great Britam
underiook the conquest of Tndia for a corporation  of
traders called 1he last India Company She encourased
them to form  a large natne army  She stilfencd  1he
bachbore of iheir white soldiers by bountiful diaits o
royal troops Leopold, King of the Belgians,
the Congo  iee State  as a commercial
¢ Spheres of nfluence * an Darhest Afriea, the Persian
Gulf, etc, represent a political euphemnsm Tt iCAlYy
the confrol of such mines and other valuabre commeroial
considerations as may cexist there, and a monepoly o
mathets o1 the shoddy  clothing, colton <hirts,  11on
pols, and wirgd natls of 1lus or 1that Greal  Power
Madhis are ' smashed,” not for sentiment, but  becaugse
they bar the door to the commerce of a regon a1
Die the Algerine pirates, render s comniumicalions 1n-
secure  The Ctouble hetween Rues and Jap mm the Mt
Flast o<, moats last resori, a commercial rivaliy o
the eapanding marhets and the ruh trading posstilites
af Karca Far Tapan it has come 1o mean  some
thing more as well  For Hussia s the empie 1hat has
never turned  bhach 10 she once absorhed Kotea,  1he
next and mevitable step would he the ¢ henevolen{ as.
simiiation ' of JJapan  And so Mikade-land has oot its
back acainst the wall
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Just six vears aco the *herfe! of 1he  Amenican
Jingo or cipansionst party was burstine to find some
means  of mchimg a quartel w th Spamm The  pretest
for forane on an open rupture soon came  Ooe night i
February, 184%, the United States Dbattleship ¢ Maine”
was hlown up an lavana barbor The Jmeo  journals
gripped the wmeident with fierce oy Without the  shao
dow of evidence they charged the Spoaniards with hav-
ing delyberately destroved the  ship, and  night and
mornng  thev shriehed ahout the ireachery of the un-
speakable “ Don’ and made the land ring with the oy,
 Remember the JMaine ''' The paity  who soncght an
Copen door " for their ron boils and enamelled  suce-
pans and finned tacks and patent wrmgers m o Spam’s
coloenies, wanted  war  They wanled 1t, too, withoent
allowing Span a chanee of ¢learing hersell o e di -
honotine charee of tieachery that had been laid at hes
dnor  Thev zot what they wanfed  The * Vame ' e
dent served 1ts {enm Bul ne men now, crfher m ot ot
ol Amnenca, heheves that the Spancards had acl or pant
m the hlowine, vo ot the * Vamme ’ Senalor Te'ler, of
Colotadn, vorcad the sane feeling of every decent Ameri-
can when, o few weeks aeo, he sard on the floor of the
Senate o Washington  f Nohady o hnew awd nobody can
prove and.eever dud prove, and 1t cannot he proven {o-

-day, that either Cuban or Spaniard had anything to-do

with the blowing-up of the ship. I heard one of the
best military men now in the service of the United,
States say within a month that he believed the ship
was blown up by the powder 1that it had on board,
which went off without any action of Cuban or Span-
tard erther.’
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The war in Sonth Africa was the natural, foreseen,
and predicted sequel of the Jamesen raid. Nobody now
pretends that a desire to remedy the alleged * Uitlander
grievances ' was the real purpose of that long and cost-
ly struggle. British and (German stock-jobbers and
Jewish mining syndicates wanted the war. They got
1t. Austraba and New Zealand sent their gallant and
resourceful sens to protect and secure the property of
the Rand millionaires. The men from under the South-
ern Cross did the ‘ hoight of the fightin' . They were
patied on the back. They were praised and flatiered
for their dash and gallantry by high-placed officers of
cvery rank, up 1o and 1ncluding the Commander-in-
Chiet  Ihnts or pronuses of grants of land were dang-
led betore their  eyes | and the vast wuung territories
of the Transvaal were to be a new El Dorado where
the white Uitlander would never again know the ‘eriev-
amees  which were supposed io have lorn his  heary
nnder the regime of Oom Paul. Al this was in the
days when ‘ blood was thicker thar water,” and when
the Fmpire needed strong hands and manly hearts. Then
the syrens of the London Stock Fxchange toid a flat-
tering tale  But they sang guite a different song when
peace was proclanued, when their vast concessions were
secure, and when Jebnny  came marching home Then
came the great betrayal At Durban and Cape Town,
the * loyabsts * refnse to employ Australians  or New
Zealanders. The Rand millionaires msult the hunger of
the gaunt and starving Urntlanders that aie day by day
trammng 1he streets of  Johannesburg by tens of  hun-
dreds and passing their nighls undet ihe falling . ran or
the Bhinking ~tars  The while man s not wanted by
the nabobs of the Rand Hordes of vellow pagans are
to be imporled to  work ithe numes whult wee seeured
to them hy the torl and bleod of Thttons, Iush, (‘ana-
drans, and  Australasians These aie {0 be boot-toed
out of thc country which they helped e win,  and
their places are to he filled by swarms of <lant-cyed
heathens from the huts and henno's and oplum hells of
lang-chow and Canfon

The Rand 1s no longer to e 2 winfe man's country.
Yet (as the London ¢ Dailly News ' points outy il 1w
netther the costhness of white Jabor nor the. insuflic-
ency of  black that s the molive for the conspiracy of
the mume-owners to 1mpose 300,000 Clonese upen Sceuth
virrea I 1w the determination to heep oui of the coun-
fry @ class of labor that wonld demand sotes and a
shatas an the government of the couniry  The finan-
crers have secured the prize ihrousgh the blood and trea-
sure of this counvry, and they do not ntend 1o share

it with organised and enfranchised Iabor The  white
mian was a nselal mstrument i deposing My Kruger
Now  he s thrown aside hhe a suched orange 10 this

monstrons  stheme s 1o be thwarted, 11 can only  be
done by transierrmeg the government of  the country
gom the mimng houses to the people”

The more culture the less jewelry

Work, nat play, Is the divine opportumiy

The Chereh aims atl realities, the world at decencies.

Follv cnmes nespughi, wisdom onlv when enfreated

Poverty 1~ the norith wimd that lashes men into
\ihinegs —_—

Whatl some folhs call leck 35 1n realily disaster to
them

Night s only a tunnel to himi who travels towards
hare

A nohle character produces no impression ¢n a vulgar
mind.
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