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Gurrent Topics
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The Syllabus

On next Saturday a conference consisting of an
equal numhber of school inspectors and members of the
New Zealand IEducational Institute will meet in Wel-
tmgton. Their business will be to iake the new school
syllabus into hand and tease it out and shape it 1nto
a workable system of instruction. The result of tho
labors of the conference will be awaited wiih much -
terest by all who are concerned in ecducational mat-
ters.

True Patriots

One Lenten day in ihe early eighiwes the writer of
these lines—ihen a pale and gracile youth—satl among a
crowd that thranged the grand old piie of Noire Dame
in Paris. The famous preacher, Father Mopsabre, was in
ithe pulpit e spoke with voice and eye and hand, and
ihe rushing tide of his eloguence poured 1m a lugh flood
over s packed audience, surged through jheir brain-
cells and {melaphorically, of course,) hited his hearers
off their feet. DBefore hard agnostics—lawyers, budding
medicos, umiversily students and professors, and culti-
vated worldlings of every sort—as well as Dbefore ihe
devout of Paris, he set forth the ctaims of the religiouy
Orders to the respect and gratitude of every true son
of France Among other things, he 1eld in glowing
ierms the story that was fresh and green in the recol-
lection of many of his hearers—the magmficent devo-
tion of monk ard Sister and priest to the sk and
wounded and dying m 1870, during the country’'s long
hfe-and-death struggle with the enemy f{rom beyond ihe
Rhine. And then, in a magnificent burst of moving
eloquence, he told them how, if France should cver
need it agamn, patriots in the black soutane, patrots
religious habits of brown and grey, patriols in  the
black veil and the white cornette would again mareh m
thousands from school and cloister and hospital all over
the land and cheerfully 101l and die for their heloved
country and their fellow-men. As Pere Monsabre smote
them with his burning weords, the audience rose fo then
feet, and, when the last word had been uttered, madoe
the storied walls of Nolre Dame resound with vibrant

applause.
]

M. Combes and his Radical and Freemason following
have chosen fo forget the splendid services which tihe
religious Orders have rendered to France from the days
when the Benedictine monks set about reclaiming its

swamps and civilising its inhabitants after the barhar-
ian invasion, down to the present iime. The Bishop of
Perigueux sums up as follows the war which the sub~
verters of public order have been waging against reli-
gion 1o France. ‘T saw,’ said he at the Catholic Con-
gress of Lille, ¢ the war of 1870 : I saw happy home-
stcads set an fire by shells. 1 saw the house of my
father and mother destroyed by the German shrappel,
and I saw all our fields and vineyards laid waste. It
was fearful and saddening , but 1 never suffered during
that war as I suffered last year. In 1870, we were face
to face with the hereditary foe. Now French Catholics
are perseculed and tormented by therr own iellow-
countrymen It is the revival of the inhuman struggles
called the wars of religion. For the past fifteen months
the Freemasons have caused floods of tears to flow in
France, and 1f the Catholics do not rise energetically
and unammously against their encmies the country i
fimshed  France will be at the mercy of the first fo-
reign sword whose wielder is ambitious enough to in-
vade the territory. The Clatholics are now enslaved ;
thousands of them will lose thelr places if they go fo
Mass, and the Freemasons will soon prevent the priest
from miving the last consolation to the dying.’

France, under Combes’'s nfidel regime, is running
fast for a {all. It is

Like a young cagie, who has lent his plume

To fledge the shait hy which he meets s  doom.*

The hapless countrv’s slar of hope lies in the patriots
i the black soutane aud the white corneite and the
dark veil who haie heen instilling into ithe youth of
France theose principles of rishteousness that exalt 3
sahion Dot to Combes and his fellow-enemies of reli-
gion, they represent the idea ol God and of moral
respensiility 1o a great Creator and Judge. And fon
this they are to be banished as ecnemies of the political
atheism that now rules in the high places in France.

War and Trade

When Robert d'Insula was raised to the See of
Durham 1u 1624, he previded his crotchety old mother
with a retinue of servants and with all manner of
bodily comforts that were known at the time. But the
old-dame’s happness made her misery. ' In short,’ said
she, at the close of a long and bitfer lamentation taq
her son, ‘all things go on so abominably smooth, that
my herte is bursting within me for something to spite
me and pick a quarrel withal’ The naticns to-day are
lixe querulous old Mistress d'Insula of Durkam. They
are never at peace unless they are at war. Com-
merce rules the political roast nowadays. The nations
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