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WE alvo quoted last week, in & passing manner,
HAEDLY the teptimony of M Giéard, vige-rector of tbe
OURABLE. Ugiversity of Parie, as given in his memorandum

by Chief-Inspector Fitch. M, Gréard, we may
explain, is the head of the administration of the secular system in
France, his superior being the Minister of Public Ine ruction, whore
term of office is variable, M, Giéard is the permanent official and
therefore the bigher anibority, e is, in fact, the highest au'hority
in a country where, now for many years, secularism has been estab-
lished, We shall repeat M. Gré .rd's words, they cannot be tos often
insisted npob or too widely knowa. Wa traoslate them ss follows :
—* We ehould Jike to gce free teaching take its placa 1n the develop-
ment of our echolastic institutions, IF the duty of the Btate is to
ereate establishmente which represent the national spirit, of which
it is iteelf the expression, free teaching is one of the most lolty
manifestations of a people’s energy. It is not ewough, then, to
respect ita legitimate independence, its expansion must be fscilitated,”
—The free teaching, enseignemsnt libre —Iree instructioo, free educa-
tion—alinded to is, we may explair, not free edncativn in our
eolonial senee, or education at the expense of the S'ate. It is the
education of the ! Zcoles lidres,” the free schools; echools, ss Mr
Fitch expreases 1t, ““ free trom the control of the Btate,” and ** estab-
lished and sustained on religious gronnds.” It is of these denomi-
national schools, chiefly Catholie, that the permanent head of the
scenlar eystem in Frence declares bimself in favour. M. G ¢ rd ia
also quoted by Chief-Ynspector Fitch as speaking in favour of the
voluntary sysiem as it exists in England, that is the syatem of reli-
gious achools aidel by the Btate '“on condition of their doing
effectively tre secular work in which the State as such is mainly
interested, and submitting the work to the test of inspection
tod examipaction,” M. Gidard spproves of this system as supply-
ing opportunities amd eafeguards of great value, He ppeaks
a8 follows :—* It seems that such a system would offer advan.
tages only. It would free the towao from the obligation of indefi-
nitely creatiog echools, and, at the same time, it wouald per-
wit it to contribute, with & certain grandenr, towards laying the
foundations of a powertnl free instructien ; it would furnish to the
communal (or State) Zeacking the clements of an enlightened com-
petition ; it would moderate the movement for the administrative
centralisation of public iustruction, which in evil days may becoms a
dapgerous instrument of party passioos; finally, it would place men
concerned for the future of the country in a position to try, with
effective nid, what the fruiifulness of association for a work of educa-
tion can be in France.” Wehave placed in italica a passaga that
seams to ne particularly applicabls to our position in New Zzaland,
where educational authorities, of a diffurent cilibre from that of M,
Gréard, appear to lay such stress on the advantages of a dull
aniformity, M. Gréud evideotly prefers an enlightened competition.
We have, then, on one ajde M, Gréard, vicr-rector of ihe University
cf Paris, and head of the administration of the secular system in
France—and with him Mr, J. Q. Fiteh, one of her Majusty'’s Chief
Iospectors of Training Colleges, On the other side wa have, for
egregions examples, our contemporaries the Otage Daily Times and
the Kvening Star. Are we not justified in asking sgain, is it eumple
ignorapce or compound ignorance by which our eontemporaries are
guided ? If it be simple igncrance only—to doubt the possibility of
their convergion would be to offer an insnit to their intelligence, We
tear, however, that A viralent bigotry conspires with a dense ignoracce
o render their case hopeless.

THE Zuius are a peopla who. it would scem, are

CANNY extremely troublesome to their Protestant mis~
THEOLOGIANB, monaries, Was it not they,or at least one of them,
who, eome thirty or thirty-five yeara ago, proposed

to Bishop Colenso some questions that more than staggered bhim, and
caused a sengation throughout the whole Protestant world, Bome con-
verts of the nation have now challenged their missionaries to prove
to them, from the very words of the Bible, that it is unlawfal for
them, as these missionaries declare, o sell their daughters for cattle,
The missionaries, of course, can prove that, aa they, or abnyons else,
€an prove any tenet that they or he may choose to adopt, if only 14
be permitted to them to interpret the worda ot Holy Writ according
to their particalar lights. The question ir, however, why should not
the Zulus have the same right? It seems to us that it shoatd not be
bard for the Zalue to argue 1o support of their position, Laban, for
example, sold his daughters to Jacob fur the service that the smitor
performed for hm. Wonld not Laban have been within his righta
in receiving cattle it they were offered by Jacob ae an «quivslent for
bis services 7 (Given the fact thac the Bible is open to every man to
find ihe trath for himself, and that he is bound 1o do ag—and the doc-
trine of private interpretation imples all that, and the Zolus have ss
geod grounds for their argument as the mia-iomaries bave for theirs,
The case, meantime, brivgs & little more strikingly before us the pro-
posal that 18 made amoog ourgelves to remave from the public schools
the reproach of godles:ness by introducing the Bible to be read there
without note or comment, The Zalus are evidently & sharp people,
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and very logical where questions of theology are concerned, Wy
should our schoolchildren derive more orthodox views than these con-
verte do, from similar privilegea? They read the Bible and interpret
it for themselves, set'ing their mi-ionaries at definnce, and elsiming
to be good Chrigtians, while they retain a barbaroue, but profitable,
beatben practice. Why should children instructed as the Bible-in-
schoola peaple propose, turn out to be more orthodox ?

* W= are beginaing,” says the Brooklyn Catholio
FBUITS OF  Ileview, ''to pe-ceive with a veugeance the effecta
GODLESSNESS. of ' godless’ education.” Qur contemporary makes
thie remark in reference to the state of morala
smong the American people. Lagt week we quoted from the correse
pondence of the Otage Daily Times a paseage that spoke of a very
disgrac2ful state of afairs, The Catholic Review makea us
vequainted with another phase or two of the matter, He saye thers
were lagt year (1892), in the United Btates, about five thcusand cone
victiong for murder—the number of cases in which there was a failure
to convict not befng recorded, 1f, he saye, there be takexn into con-
sideration besides, the deatbs capeed by criminal carelessness or
indifference-—as in factories, in mioer, and on the railways--the loss
of life during last year, or any recent year, equals that ocenrring in
an ordinary war, Qur conlemporary illustrates the almost brutally
8elfish want of coneideration for cthers that characterises the Ameri-
caus of the period by the maimings aud mutilations among railway
employees—the pumber per ansum being fifty thousand or more,
The victima in question he comparee to the wounded in war, “ But
violence and uochastity,” he says,©' are pever far apart, Of tbis latter
crime in its every form the daily prese teems with daily exposures,
And both violeace and unchastity have increased from year to year
vabtly ont of proportion to the increase in our population.” To all
this the Revierw adde commercisl dishonesty—which, he says, is gene-
ral and alarming. “ The increass of crime of all gorte,” he seserts,
“ is notorious, aud it ia also notorions that no appreciable praportion
of this increass can be laid upon the shoulders of the immigrants of
the last few years. The evil such as it is belongs to Americans of aly
the races, without any noticeable difference, that is te native-bora
Americans and to foreign-born Americans who have been brought up
and educated in American conditiens.” Our contemporacy attributes
this migerable condition of things primarily to the decline of reli-
giong belief. '* But religions belief,” he concludes, ¥ ao far as it is an
attitude of the reayoning mind is the resalt of religious education and
surroundinge, and it is this kind of edoeation snd surronndings
that have during & whole generation or more been denied to a Iarge
proportion of Awerican youtb, We are beginning to perceive with a
vengeance the effzcts of ‘ godless * edncation,”
THE exploit performed the other day by anarchista
BTIRRI1 G POR3I- in sendiog an infernal wmachioe resfectively to the
RILITIES, German Rmperor and his Chancellor, bids fair to
issue in Bome lively and poesibly eveatful proceed-
ings, The Emperor, we are told, has, 1o consequence, resolved tg
adopt stringent measures towards the Socialists of the Empire, The
8oc.alists, bowever, are no mere baodiul of inconsiderable men,
They cccupy an important position, and include s large proportion of
the population. Their number, moreover, bas beea for years, and no
doubt still is en the increase, Ali tbe Members of Parliament for
Berlin, for example, are members of the sect, and sotme of them be-
lopg to its extreme party, the anarchists, It is no child's play, there.
fore, on which the Emperor i about to enter. What the resulta may
be it is imposeible to foresee; bot the probabilities are that the
power of the Government will be weakened rather than strengthened,
An ropternal contest of the kind can hardly tend to improve the posi-
tion of the empire towards other powers, The relation, meantime, to-
wards one foreign power in pariicnlsr must be an additional canse of
weakness, The Triple Alliance is seriously affected by the finaucial
position of Italy, which is something more than on the verge of bank-
roptey. The country ia to ali intents and porposes bankrupt, and
the expedients adopted to conceal ber condition become daily feebler
and more traneparent, France besides, who had always been her

relinnce, and the principle source of her commercial prosperity, bas
been alieanted, and is epgaged in an allisaace nofriendiy to her. The
Triple Alhance, therefore, 18 impeded by the part taken in it by Italy.
With a bagkrupt ally abroad and a strong Bocialiet body to subdue
at home, the positicn of the German Emperor is hardly one that can
be counted enviable. It may, prroaps, conduce Lo the preservation
uf the peace by giving the potentate other mattere than a foreign war
to oceupy his thonghts, But what of the opportunity offered to
France to regain her lost provioces? Wkat moreover of the recol-
lection that the war with Fraunce gave a considerable check to the
advance of Socialism and broke the power of the Internatioghl ?
The neceesity under which the Emperor William now feels himWkli
piaced undoubtedly affurda grounds for speculation.

WE have already referted to the intention, an-

A MIFCHI&VOTUS nounced by Mr Earushaw at a meerting laat week in
PRUPOSAL,  Dunedin, to wrcst their lands from land-holders by
means of excessive taxativn. We have also said

that the people present at the meeting su addreseed had no appear-
ance of people hungering for land on which to expend their own

For rope aaley Meat (oaaranteed ), eall st the above

_ audruse gu pu L sered by puicbaeing dizud trow ubop.  Curts rnuning daily through Town and Suburbs, &



