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The archives ol France and tbe records of the Birmingham Tower in
Dublin Castle reveal to the curious the genmealogy of Marshal
acMahon awsy down from the middle of the fifteenth
century. It was poblished in tbe Irish Press at the lime
when, the Italian campaign baving been victoriously concluded
by Napoleon IIL. and the Marshal, Ireland presented a eword
of honour to the scldier whom she delighted to cail her son. Tereoce
MacMahon of Clonderals, in the County Clare, married Helens,
dangbter of Maurice Filzgerald, Earl of Kildare, aad died in 1472.
His son, Dopatos, married Honoria O'Brien of Thomond ; and their
pop, Terence, married the daughter ot * The MacNamars Reagh,’ by
whom he bad a son, Beroard, whbo married Margare', daughter of
Donatus O Brien of Dsugh, Martagh, son of Bernard, married the
daughter of a colone! of horse in the army of the ill-starred@ Charles
1, snd becsme father of Maurice MacMahon, who married the daugh-
ter of the Knight of Glian, Their son, Murtagh, married Miss
Mac8heehy of Ballylinan, and they had a sou, Patrick of Torrodile,
in tbe County Limerick, who married Margarita, daughter of Major
John O'3ullivan of Buatry, in the Coanty of Cork, of the House of
Q’Bullivan Beare, Licking bie fortunes tothose of James 11, Pa'rick
MacMahon sheathed his aword, and retired with hia wite—' & lady,”
says 1he records, “of the rarest beanty and virtme"—to the hoapi-
table shelter of La Beile France, Their son, John MacMahboa of
Autun married a French heiress, and was raiged to the rank of
noble under the titla of Comte d'Hquilly; and we read that
on the 28th of Beptember, 1749, this Count applied to the
Irish Government and the 8iz Bernard Burke of the day to have
kis family record duly authenticated, lest his posterity shoald ever
fail to remember the cradle of their sncestors and the Irish origin of
which they were justly proud, This Count d’Equilly was the grand-
father of Marshal MacMabon, Duc de Magents, in whose Christian
name of Parick as well as in whose surname MacMahou is evidence
of his Irish descent and conoection. Marie Edmund Patrick Maurice
de MacMabon was born at Bully, in the departmeont of Baone et
Loire, on the 13th July, 1808, the birth-year aleo of his Imperinl
manter, Napoleon 1II. He was therefore at the time of hia death in
bis eighty-filth year—seven years older than Prince Dismarck.
MacMahono's father was a peer of France, and one of the most inti-
mate personal friende of Charles X. It is curious to note that
MacMahon himself served under two Bourbon kiogs, two Republics,
avd an Emperor,in France, The sworde of the Irish exiles were
devoted to France rather than to her Governments, and to ber ther
allegiance never swerved or failed, When he was only seventeen
years of age,a slim, npright, goldec-haired youth, MacMahon entered
the famons military school of 8t Cyr, where hae studied 1he protession
of arms for five yeare. In 1830 he firast saw active service, and
received his baptiam of fire in Algeria, tive trainiog ground of French
ceptaing, Heo was sitached to the headqnarters steff. In 1832 he
took part in the expedition to and siege of Aotwerp, where he acted
side-de-camp to General Achard, In the last month of the next year
he waa gezetted captaio and he returned to Africa, where he dis-
played the most signal valoor 1n several brilliant brushes with the
Araba, He was stteched as aide-de-camp to many French generals
daring the Algerian ware, and at the storming of Conilantine in the
year 1837 he especislly distingaished himeelf. Three years after-
warde, having passed into the infantry, he commanded the 10 b
battalion of Foot Chasseurs, and next became Lieutenant-colonel of
the Foreigo Legion He wus made colonel of the §1st Regiment of
the Lioe on the 24 h ot April, 1845, when ooly thirty-seven years of
age, and was a geoeral of brigade at 40 It was here to be recorded
that just ma be afterwards won the Grand Cross of the Legioe of
Honour, etormicg the Malakoff in the Crimes, and as he was pre-
pented with hia Marshal's baton and his Dukedom on the field of
Magant!s, 8o for bis courage at the aiege of Constantine, already
meationed, he was decore ae officer of the Legion; he won
the proud riband of commander in July, 1849, and the glitt: ring star
ot Grand Officer on the 10th of August, 1853, In 1852 MacMaehbon
had become Geoeral of Dtvision, and commmoded in that capacity at
Coostantine until Apti , 1855, when, the Orimean War baving broken
out, he waa recalled from Africa to Paria for service sgainst tougher
foes thao Arabs, Bedouins of the desert, or Algerians. In the month
of Aungost, 1865, he was appointed to the commacd of a divi-
sion of infantry in the corps of Marshal Boequet. The buag-
ling or bravery of the Crimean campaign this is not the place or
time to tell, Boffice to may that when it was decided to attempt the
fortalices of Malakeff and the Redan se the keya of Bebastopol by a
eoup de main the Fravcy-Irish general it was that was chosen to head
the stormers of the former, while by the English was nndertaken the
perilous feat of attacking the latter, Everyone knows bow the
nsssnlt opon the Bedan was bloodily repuls.d, whils the beroic
MacMahon, inspiring bis men with hia own apirit, sueceeded in a few
momanta in carrying the frowning and formidable worke of the
PMalakoff, Bummoncd to retire from a position judged unten-
“ able, be returned thbe famous asswer that alive or dead he would
remain there. Bustained by the almost superhuman elan of his
soldiers, MacMahon endured the deeperate onslaught of the Russians
for hours, until at length, wearied, baffled, and despairing, the

black-painted bayonsts of the grey-coated raaases of the foe were seen
from the crumbling parapets and towers of the fort in full retreat.
As we bave suid, thia feat of mrms, winniog ss it did Sebastopil for
the Allies, bore to MacMahon's breast the Grand Cross of the Legion
of Honour, to which distine ion was soon added the digoity of
Senator of France. The Queen of England recognised MacMahon's
sarvices to the allies by making bim Knight Grand Cross of the Orler
of the Batb. The close of the Crimean War brought little term of
rest to the soldier. In 1857 we find him again in Africa command-
ing & division of infantry and chasiog the Eabyies to their remotest
fagtnesses and strongholdes over the desert. Ha was ahortly
after appoioted by the Emperor Commander-in-chief of all the
Algerian forces by land and sea, In 1859 General MacMahon
was hastily summoned from North Africa to the command of the
Becond Corps d'Armee of the Alps, when tbe French with Napoleon
in person at tbeir bead swept down upon the Austrisna snd the
Quadiilsteral, On the 4th of Juue, 1859, the sun of M'Mahon's mili-
tary glory reached its zenith. On the battlefisld of Magenta he, by
bis timely arrival, saved the Emperor and deleated the Austriaps,
He was rewarded with the coveted baton of a marshal of France, and
was created doke, with the title of the little town on the road to
Milan wktich gave its name to the engagement, Solferino {the 24th
Juae) soon followsd Magenta, and the white uniform of the Austrian
disappeared off the plaios of Lombardy, Tbe receptiocn of Napoleon
and his generala on their trinmpbant retarn is & Parisiaz memory ;
and the Dyc de Magents, with his lsurels thick apon him, the man
whom tbe Bmperor delighted to hooour, the idal of the soldiers, the
darling of the martial-minded people, was the cynosure of all eyes
the hero of the hour, the lion of the gay capital, It was there in the
fuil bleze of thin welcoma to the brave soldier that the proposal was
wade to present the Franco-Irish marshal with a eword of honour
from Ireland, A pum of £500 was called for, £700 was subscribed
in & short tiime, Ao Irish artist, Mr E. Fitzpatrick, fornished
graceful design, and a megnificent aword and scabbard were mana.
factured. The Marshal intimated that he would feel bighty honounrad
sud truly happy to receive so great s mwark of regard from his
“ancient compatrio’s,” Tbe Emperor graciously assented to the
prifentstion ; and Mr T. D, Bullivan sod Dr Qeorge Sigerson
were deputed to convey the sword asd its accompanying ad-
drees to the Marshal, who was at ths time in command at
the great camp at Chalon, The camp was ¢n fefe in honour
of the gecssion. Oo Bunday the Irish depu'ation arrived, Mar-
shal MacMabon wae aitended by a crowd of generals snd officers
invited for the occasion, The troops were paraded. Tue display
was magnificent in the extreme, The deputation presented the
sword to the Marshal, aod the following mddr:es, engrossed in Iriah
and French, and sigbed on beball of the Irish committee by The
O'Tonoghue, M.P, chairman; and Mr P, J. Smyth and Mr T, D,
Sulhvan, bon secs :—* Hacellency,—It is from that isle, the native
land of your ancestors—it ia in the name of a pation which through
all the vicigsitndes of its history, through good as throngh ill fortane,
baa ever known how (even "mid blood and tears) to recognise worth
and to sbow its sympathy for true valour—tbat we core to offer this
tribute of sffection to the genins and bravery of the gallant warrior
who hae once mose ideotified the hereditary chivalry of Erin with
the glory cf Imperial France. Excellency, that land once ruled by
those whose royal blood flows in your veine has felt the barthen of
most unbeppy daye; but the glory her exiled sons have bestowed on
her, by their soldierly virtues on fialds of battle, and by their wisdom
in the cooncils of Europe, is for her brow etill encircied with the
crepe of her widuwaood, as 1t were a laurel which interlaces the
funeral wreath of her immense sorrows, In more than one bloody
battle at Cremons, s at Fontenoy, this renown haa shone with the
splenducr of victory. To-day Ireland proclaime with the just pride
of a mother that you, the bercic descendant of onme of her greateat
monarehs, have added pew brillisncy to the glory of onr pation on
the smoking towers of the Malakoff and on the ever-memorable
piaina «f Magenta. Illustrioue hero of the chivalry of Coltic France,
Irelund loves with the most tender love her chiidren who, in a foreign
land, yet remember with filiul affection the land which gave birth
to iheir ancestors. Kxcellancy, yon have given incontestible proofs
of that affection, so warm and so deeply felt in your soldier's heart.
Ireland is, then, proud to recogoise in you the valiaut chief, of Irish
vlood, wbose military genina bas maintained unstained the flag of
victorious France—th.t noble nation, the sigter of our awn. She is
bappy, too, to recognise in yon the Curistian hero who has preservad
for the croes that bereditary fidelity of his royal ancestors ; she mees
also in yon tbe worthy descendant of that beroic king who crushed
the fierce foes uf Ireland on the b'oody plain of Clontart, It is, thep,
Ireland which presents to yon this sword, whose chased sheath and
shining biade are the types of ber ancieat glory and civilisstion,
Under the emblems of gold, of steel, and of jewelns, Ireland desirea
ales to offor to yon, the valiant scion of chivalrons ancestors, the
symbols of those virtnes which should wdorn the escutcheon of a
Christian hero, In you she is well assured these viriuea will ever be
as brillisat as the jewele whica decorate the bilt of this sword, as
pure ae the gold which covers the sheath, By this tributs which
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