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Youuy, Jewellers.

Prinoe of the Astarins and I would not change my lot with the Queen
of Spala ! v

“ Youn have loet your bet ! " said the Marquess, joyously clapping
her hands. Mercedes, the senor laid a wager with me that we conld
not find complete and lasting happinsss in this world® You have
grined me the wager and I thank yon for it.”

“ The senor did not bear in mind,” answered the happy Merce-
des whose beart overflowed with content and gratitude, * that there
are familics #o fortunate aato have in this world an ange! who takes
charge of their bappiness.”

“1t is true, I did not bear this in mind,”" snawered the Conde,
‘and it is jost that I pay the penalty by losiog my wager ; but in
bonour of the truth you will allow, Marqueea, that this is an excep-
tional cane, and that you are the fortune of this family.”

“ Do not say so—do not say s0,” exe'aimed the Marquess, laying
her fan on her old friend's lips, ** you frighten me. I am only & weak
iostrument that Providence makes use of for Its high and sdorable
ends, What can poor human strength do against the order of things
disposed from sbove tor this world 1 *

They started to go away, when a distant noise w.a heard, which
cams nearer and londer, and they wera stopped st the door by a
crowd of people who collected round it, Two men wore carrying a
kand ladder. end oo it the mangled corpae of Santiage. The on-
bappy man had fallen from a height of a buadred faet |

The purport of this narrative, the consequences that epring
from it, need not be enlarged upon. It is narrated withont comment,
We only say with Gerbert, life is o sad mystery whose gecrat can
only ba explained by faith, which tea:hee us that it is Cosa cumplida
ol en Ia ofra vida—" Completed only in the ather life.”

Labour Notes.

W referred in a recent issue to ac erticle in a Catholio periodical
dealing with certain efforts that are being made among Oatholics for
the settlement of the isbour question. The periodical waa the Catie-

lic World for Beptember, and the article was one written by the Rev
Joseph H. Mahon, and entitled " A Paople's University in Germany,”
The writer telis us that the institution, 80 named in mockery. bat, as
it bas provel, correctly, is the outcoms of a plan of the Catholic
Valksverein, or People’s Association, The plan was to organig» in
different parts of the German Empire periodical conrses in social and
economic science. The German Oatholics, as we learo from the
writer, see the necessity for giving the peaple snch inatructions, snd
bave had many popular treatises written by compateat authors, deal.
ing with the various branches of the subjict. Bealising, however,
that the Press, powerful though it was, must ba less effsctual than
direct perscnal teaching, they formod the plan of emablishing & coutrse
of econferences, whose aims were : —* (1) Fo show the importance of
sacial questions, and the part that ghould be tak:n in the solution of
these problems by the leading classee, particalarly by the clergy. To
swaken a tasta and love for sociological studies. (2) To indicate
the connecticn between thea: different ques.ioas, aad to render clear
the principles that shoald guide the law-mker in the making of
labour Iawe, (3) To treat thoroughly, as far as tuma allaws, ques-
tions of theory mnd of practice ; 1o opea up new poiots of view to
studenta, and, above all, to farnish them with bibliographical infor-
mation by the aid of which tbey may easily complete their educa-
tion,” Woat was intended was deep and sarions gtudy, noder the
guidance of able echolars in social science, of practical puliticians 1o
ths honourable sense, and of entbusiastie, unselfish defenders of faith
sud fatherland. Nor was the study 1o be itmited to the time derigg
which the conferences wera held, [xperiencel scholara and
legislators wounld indicate the best books for the stadents to read up
the special questions dealt with,

The place chosen was & town in Rhapish Piussia called Miachen-
Gladbach wboss population is prineipally Uatholic and whieh 1e
Inrgely engaged in the cotton industry and the metal trade.
* Muafehen. Gladbach ia famons in Ca bolic Gurmany for the nomber,
varialy, and complatenses of its 1nstituiions for the labouring classes,
and its social works of every kind. Hrre, in 1880, Abb¢ Hitze
fonvded the powertul organieation kuown as the Arbeifernohl, ** The

Commonweal of Workmen,” the name indicating its object, It busies
iteelf with the formstion, organisation, and direction of workiog
men's associations ; working men's institutions, such as savings-
banks of all kinds; the internal arrangement of factories; their
ventilation and heating ; the separation of tha sexes in mills; the
question of the housing of labourers; the question of dronkenness ;
schuols for bousekeepers ; legislation looking io the protection of
workmen. Buch guestions as these are thoronghly ventilated in the
organ of the union, appearing monthly under the ssme name. Tha
Arbeitermohl has institntedalso a literary commiesion for the publi-
cation of popular works upon the household and life of the working-
man, The authors of these practical treatises are priests. More than
500,000 copies of one of thesa books— The Happness of the Hearth
intended for married women, have been sold.”

Nor it 18 only in theory that the libour question may be studied
in this German town, * It is slso the seat of the Catholic Volksversin
or *' People’s Aesociation,” a powerful factor in the Cstholic life of
Germany. It contains, moreover, a specimen of almost all the inst1-
tutions whose object is the amelioration of the condition of the
working classes, The Oatholics of thia town have ia advance demon-
strated in reality all the reforms and improvements contemplated
by recent labour legislation in Germaoy. KEvery family, for the
moat part, has a separats dwelling, kept with the greatest care, In
most of the factories women are not allowed to wotk after marriage,
in order that they may devote themselves to the care of their homess
The result ia that labour troubles mre uaknown at Miinchen-
Gladbach,”

In this towa, then, six hundred stndents, from Denmark, Aue-
tria, Bwitzerland, Holland, Belgiom, France, and the United Btates,
g well as from all parts of Germany, assembled in the Saptembar ot
ingt yesr. “ To this andieace distinguished for inteliectual caltare,
acquaintance with life, maay ol them peopls of high station, all of
them filled with the demre to be iostructed, spoke a faculty of
seventeen distinguished lec urers, whosa names are well koown
throughuut Germany and some throughout the world.”

The proceedings are described aa fcllows :—* On the evening of
the 19th of September, 1892, more than three hundred students
nitended the firgt official re-unicn of the university, an inangural

i Teception, marked by tbe cordisl hospitality for which the Germans

are noted. BStandipg vpon the pla'form Curator Bra ndte opened thia
remarkable educatiosal experiment with the worda Gelobt soi Jesus
Christug—'* Praised be Jesus Christ,” In a ferveat speach he dwelt
upon the social question, ira importance and difficalties, and the
necessity of narrowing the chasm that separates the different cinsses
of society. Other speakers applauded the underisking, and finally
Abbé Hitza expressed thauks to the studants for their preseace. On
the morrow, at eight o'clock, all assisted at a solemn Mass in honour
of the Holy Ghust, after which they repaired to the large ball of the
Geselienfaus and work was begun, ., . . The lectures began
promptly each day ab nine o'clock, and lasted without interruption
uttil noon, and more frequently until ons o'clock. There were three
lectures each marning by three different professors. A syllabus of
each lecture wag furnished the stndents, and the majority oceupled
themselves busily with taking notes, . « Inthe afternoon tha
instruction was reenmed iminediately after Jancheon, bot it sesumed
& different aspect. For 11 conststed of showing by means ol the
ingtitutions of Miiacheu-Gladbaeh the practicsl applications of the
theories expounded, 8o uader the guidanes of tha rectoc aad curator
of the aniversity, the studen's visited the inititutions for young boys
aad young pgiris, model factories, workme1’s homes, econome kitchens,
iadnstrial and crok ng schools, birracks, hospicas, Vercine (uniona),
etc.” The practical kiowledge thus obtaimsd gave aan additional
force to the theoraticil kaowledge darived from the leciares, and slao
prepared the way for an increaset profit from the coarse of readiag
recommended, ‘At eight o'clock 1n the evening the formal session
wag resumed. One of the professora selectel from the programme
some mooted point, and, afier indicating the scope of the question
and its general outlioer, be opened a discussion in which all were frea
to join. Thue, for example, ons of the guestions discussed was the
duty on fmports of grain, 21 ten o'clock the ditcussion ended, and,
the Abbé Hitzo, or some otber of the ficulty would snm up the Argu-



