
Judge Oonolly is drawing attention to himself by his political
fulminations from the wool-sack. InIreland underBilfour he would
haverevelled inhis element.

WehaveinAuckland an erratic spinster whomeanders through
our streetsaccompaniedby several huge StBernard dogs,and if you
unfortunately look askance ather or the caninepets woebetide you.
This vixen the other day actually set these brutesnpona small boy,
whomshe bailedup in adoorway and theo violently turnedon two
men whoendeavoured torescue the poor lad. When brought before
the magistrate for her offence she waslet off witha paltry fine. It
was the greatestpity in tbe world she wasnot sent tocool her heels
in MountEden,

Juvenile depravity is becoming too painfully eviJent in our
midst. Five little fellows werelast week in the dock charged with
breaking and entering, and stealing therefrom, etc. Commenting
upon this serious matter tbeHerald, to their credit bi itsaid, bailed
with delight the advent of tbe missioner,Father Grogan, C.P., who
is exerting himself to form an association of the Holy Family here,
the primary object inview being to inculcate in the homeß of tbe
city, (1) a love for God, (2) love for our parents and home sur-
roundings, and (3") to subject the rising generation to that auihorita-
tivecontrol so sadly needed. This reads well from a secular journal,
but moresignificant is this sentence.

"
The Statenow steps in and

takes full charge of the children's education the parent therefore
ceases to concernabout that matter." Here wehave acknowledged
the warning voiceof the Catholic Church, hitherto poured into deaf
ears. Occnlar demonstration they wanted, and they aregetting it.
The seeds have been Bown, the fruit is being reaped, not as the
Maorissay taihoa, taihoa.

-lBigns of the general election are apparent all around us. For
th4raty at thepresent moment there arenine candidates, who are
ready (as a witty writer puts it),toserve their country for 240 rea-
son*(pounds). Nine into three you cinnot, therefore six of them

are tobe disappointed. Sir GeorgeGrey's intentions areshrouded in
mystery. He willbe a toughcustomerfor any opponent. Tbat being
so, all thostjaspiring to Parliamentary fame are watching him closely.
Sir Gaorgo,ithas beengiven oat two or three times, is going tostand
for P&rnell, in whicheasebe willoppose an oldand faithfnl follower,
whodeserves better at his bands. A very great number in Parnell
will,it is said, resent this actionot Sir George's;others ther« arewho
aver that to return him wouldmean thedisfranchisement of tbe con-
stituency, seeing tbat during the last session he was unable, through
ill health, togo to Wellington. What if,like Macaulay atEdinburgh
in1839, he should be rejected. He is not of the samemetal as the
historian,and could not bear it as well.

After an absence of over fourteen years there returned to this
city from the oldcountry oneof our Oatholicyouths in theperson of
Dr William Darby, the eldest son of our esteemed citizen, Mr
Patrick Darby, Ponsonby. Dr Darby has come to stay, and has
already commenced bis practiceand will,Ifeelsure, be most success-
ful. Ina conversationIhad with my old schoolmate he entertained
megreatly withhis interesting travelsand experiences. HomeRule,
he assured me was certain. This he arrived at after years spentin
all parts of England, where the greatheart of thepeople hadgone
out to Ireland. This conversion Dr Darby attributes to the spreadof
education and literature among themasses. Archbishop Ooke he
often Baw, and talked with him of Auckland and the friendshe had
left there. As might be expected, the young doctor notices great
changes is his nativecity. To the oldOatholic school inPitt street,
where we spent many happy days, he might wander, and withByron
exclaim, "The schoolboy spot wene'er forget

Though hete we are forgot."
Mr J. P.McAlister, 8.L.,deliveredhis promisedlecture,"Early

days of Home Rule,"nnder the auspices of the local branch of the
Irish National Federationin St James'Hall on last Monday evening
inaid of the IrishParliamentary Fund. Though the rain camedown
copiously tht hall was packed, crowds of peoplestanding through-
out. TheHon J. A.Tole, president,took the chair. Oa theplatform
weretheHon Mr Cullough, M.L.O. ;Messrs J, Thompson, and J.M.Shera,M.H.R.s;MrJohnCampbell,PointErin,Ponsonby; MessrsW,
Beehan,J.P., W. Mahoney,Jas, Fary,W.J.Napier,andM.G.Sheehan
hon. sec. Infront of thepUtformwasasplendid likenessof Ireland's
greatchampion, Mr Gladstone, which, onbeing exposed to the audi-
enceby thechairman,drew forth thundersof applause.FatherHackett
occupied a front seatin the hall,also theRev Mr Kinney, Prssbyter-
ian minister at Moburaigi, whoiB an ardentHomeBnler. The chair-
man opened the proceedingsby thanking the audience for attending
in face of the inclementweather,and it showed the sympathy of the
people with this great cause, especially at this critical time in Irishhistory, when waß takingplace the finalstruggle for the regeneration
of Ireland. He exhorted everyone to join the Federation, becauseevery penny subscribed thereto was sent Homo to carry on the good
fight. A short musical programme wasgone through before and after
the lecture. Mr JohnFuller began by singing "

The Irishemigrant'
(Lady Dufferin) in a most pleasing and pathetic manner. Upon
being encored,he roused the audience toa great pitchby giving" The
wearing of the green

"
Miss Coleta Lorrigan followed and gave"The lase rose of summer" most charmingly, and, for an encore,"O,

Erinmy country." This lady possesses a fine voice of great range;
her lower notes are good, and Ishould like to hear themoftener.The next to appear was Miss O'Sullivan, now voted on all sides tbe
best soprano in Auckland, and who sang "

Kathleen Mavourneen
"

the rich,round, and full voice ringing through thebuilding. It was
a treat. Thunders of applause recalledthe young lady, who repeated
the last verse. After the lecture, tha audience heard a great item,
tbe duet, "'

With this treasuremust Ipart," from the opera, "Lily of
Killarney," by Mies O'Sullivan and Mr Fuller, The voices blended
beautifully, thoughIfancied tbepowerful sopranosuffered somewhat
by subduing it to suit the tenor. Tbe assemblage wereafforded a
musical evening they will not easily forget, and, as tbe chairmanremarked, ''Irish music was evidently appreciated." Mr McAlie-
ter'a partIhaveleft to tbe last, and about whichIshall say little,
because tbe gentleman has very kindly promised me a synopsis of it
for the Tablet,and when Itell my reade s tbat the lecturer wasMr Isaac Butt's private secretary in the early days, they will look
forward with interest to it. Butt's characteristics were brought out,
bis statesmanlike qualities, and insight intothe future, bis overboond-
ing charity, and his weaknesses. To the late Professor Galbraith Mr
McAlister paid bis;h tribute, and deservedly so. Anecdotes were
given galore,and thoroughly racy of the soil ;butImust not antici-
pate further. Miss Djrgon, tbe celebrated Irish actress and elocu-
tionist, through her agent (Mr Brown), contributed £2 2s to the fund,
andpromised to giveanentertainment at the close of her season in
aid of the Irish Parliamentary fund. Tbe proceedings terminated at
10 p.m., all agreeing that no better" Irisb evening

"
bad been spent

in Auckland. Commenting on the crowded hall, the evening paper
said :

"
Irelandand her people are interesting subjects, when, not-withstanding the boisterous weather, there was such a crowded audi-

ence inSt.James' Hall." Auckland is certainly doing her part to
share in the final battleof Ireland's long and heroic struggle."

Whether the Monarcbial or Republican form of Government
conduces most to the welfareof tbe State," wasdiscussedlast Tuesday
evening at the Catholic Literary Society's meeting. Mr William
Tole openedthe debate onbehalf of the first.named, and MrD.Flynn
tbat of the latter. The subject is to be continued at next meeting,
whenIwill forward a report of it. A resolution was passed expres-
sing pleasure at MrP. Nolan's promotion as sub-editor of the Jf.Z.Times, Father Hackettspokewarmly in praise of MrNolan,

Friday, October 27,1893
The first of a series of entertainments inaugurated in the

Cathedral parish,having for their object the raisiogof thenecessary
funds for the erection of the new marblealtar, cameoff on Thursday
evening last in St Patrick's Hall, which was thronged. Madam
Tutschkaarranged the musical programme,and aright good one she
provided, consisting of thirteen items, including vocal and instru-
mental numbers. Herr Tutscbka's violin solo,"Tarantella," was a
treat. All the rent were well received,and the organiser is deserving
of the highest commendation for her efforts in getting together such
a combination. On the following evening in the same pl»ce a
children'sentertainment took place, with the same objeot in view.
Father Hackett, amongst the young ones, wasa host in himself ;he
wasexactly in his element.

Leaving Parnell on the Sunday morning of October 15, Father
Grogau beganbis week'slaboursunder the most favourable circum-
itaooea,bar the weather, in the fine church of BtBenedict, Newton,
on the same evening. Dr Bgan had under his cue an excellent
choir on the occasion. Mr John Fuller, the popular tenor, sang with
fine effect Rossini's "Oujui animam," and with Mrs Kilgour and
Miss Featon,Ourschmann'acelebrated trio,"Ti prego." Zingarelh's
11 Laodate," the solo by Mr Puller, was then sung by the choir.
Father Grogan afterwards ascended the pulpit, anl delivered a
splendid discourse, taking for his text "What does it profit a man if
he gains the wholeworld and suffers theloss of bis ownsoul." The
great objects to be attained by close application to the mission
services about to commenceweredilatedupon by the preacher, nho
possesses ansasy andattractive delivery, aad was listened to by the
vast congregation withrapt atteation. Heurged upon those present
not only to follow themselves the exercises of the mission, bat also
to urge and encourage others to do likewisa. When the sermon
concluded, " dome unto Me

"
was rendered most expressively by

Miss Faaton. During Benediction Mrs Kilgour sang the " Tantum
Ergo," and Mr Thompson Weisa's '" O Salutaris." At the time of
writing the missionary services arein full swing at StBenedict's,
and attendedby largenumbers.

Last Sunday a wickedand most unfounded and silly rumour was
spread abroadby the" manin the street

"
to the effect that the Rev

Mgr McDonald had died suddenly that morning at Panmure. It
fell like a bomb Bhell amongit theCatholic community. The various
presbyteries werebesieged withanxious enquiries. Full credit for a
time wasgiven to the canard. For instance, theHonJ. A. Tolegave
instructions tohave postponedMr McAlister's lecture,"Early daysof
Home Bule," which was announced for the following evening.
Happily the esteemed Mgr was as hale and hearty as ever, and
next daycame into town,being everywhere surrounded andcongratu-
latedupon coming "back from the grave."

Mach satisfaction is felt here at thepromotion as tub-editor of
the N.Z. Times inWellington of Mr PatrickNolan, late of this city
Patis oneof the rare kind, who never flinches fromhis set parpoees
and whoatall times reflects credit npon the community to which he
belongs. Icongratulate the Timct upon their foresight, no more
worthy selection coaldbe made.
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