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THE funny man of our contemporary the Napier
RIBALD Evening News, who goes by the name of ** Carmad-
BALDERUASH, geon," plays the part of a mistaken Betsy Prige
towards the devil. He, ibough possibly without
being in bis cops, gives us to understand that there “ain't no sitch
a person.” Our fonny friend is quite cocvulsed with langhter, and
his guffaw might be beard from one end of tn Australian gum forest
to the other if ha were only woanted on u stump there. The subject
of cur funny friend’s mirth is a report lately published by the Liver-
pool Cathelic Times, and quoted by ue two or three weekaago, respect-
ing a case of excrcism which recently occurred at Gif, in the diocese
of Versailles. Our funny friend, of course, is mightily tickled by the
matter, Monsignor Goux, B sbop of Versaiiles, and all his priests,
who can hold their own, nevertbeless, amoog the freethickers of the
chiel centre of freethought. are a fit object of mockery for a hilarious
peany-a-liner in Napier. Perbaps Dr Charcot would be glad of the
services of cur funny friend at the Balpetrisre, He, at least, acknow-
ledges that there are cases there which his science is not able to
explain ; but our funvy friead, ** Curmuodgeon,” knows all about i,
and a great deal more besid.g Ouar funny frien”, nevertheless, is
obliged to call in the aid of an ecalightened publication named the
Humanitarian to put bim up to the state of things ip the *‘dark
ages,” Tbat, of course, according to the JNumanitarian was most
ndiculous, Bupyposing, for cxample, cur funny friend und the Lumani-
tarian had to do with the devil, they would treat him very differently,
7hey would, perhape, use a short spoon 1netead of the traditional looe
one,ard find themselves in very good company. But in the ~dark ages,”
the ages of 8t Thomas of Aquin, and Dante, and Thomas &4 K mypis,
and many others whose wotrks or whose memaories will jast while the
world endures, men were all 1diots, and oply knew how to deal with
theirdevil idiotical y. The pretended guotation of the Humanitarian
from the form of exoreism, we need bardly say,is the impudent in-
veation of some would.bs wit, soma penny-a-liner most prohably
in want of trash for fools to grin at, Our finuy friend adds a word
of his own As to the eff ct on the insane of the mssumed action of
the clergy, and let us at least admit tnat, though he may erras to
the madmen of the pais', there are the beat ressons why he may be
taken as &n suthority concersing the * cranks ¥ of the
present, But our funny friend is not dome with it He
goas on, by the aid of one Bev Dr Momerie, to make an st ack
on the saints of the Catholic Chutch —every cne of whom, he says,
* sonfused napiness with piety,” Does our funny friend borrow lus
lie from Dr Momere, or is it of bis own nventien? Our funny
friend, whetber by his own presumpluous ignorance or that of the
Rev Dr Momerie we cannot distinguish, rceuses the clergy of encou-
ragicg dirt among ths people by their preachirg, and c.nsequently
of breeding pestilence. He seems, morraver, to confonnd together
the black death and the great plague of London—one of which took
place in the fourteeath and the other in the seventeenth century—
oue in ti e reign of Edward I11, the other in that of Cnaries 1I.—uaod
again sccuses the clergy of the mischief. But the Cathole clergy in
the reign of KEing Edwerd I11. were us tbey have been in tbe rewn
of Queen Vicroria, In our own time 1hey have neither brought on
pestilence by their encouragement of dirt, nar mereased it by 1heir
fanatic denunciations. They have braved it everywhere to bring
eomfort and relief 1o the sufferers. As & matter of fact, acknowledged
even by their enemes, in medieval England 'be clerey were closely
engaged in the care of the sick, and notably 10 that of the leprous—
whose condition was as revoliing aa that of any vietim of the plague,
and hardly less dangerous io contact, Bat let us not be too bard on
oor funny friend. He necessarily takes up the tone of Betsy
Prigg. The existence of such a person as the devil conld not posaibly
be admitted by our contomparary the Neme—so smirkingly civil all
round, so obsequrons—in every direction where obsequiousness is
payable,

PIHENIX BISCUITS & CONFECTIONERY.

AT & meating of toe Coogregational Church held
AN IMPOBRIBLE las! week in Dnnedin, the Bev J. (ibb, of the Pres-
UNION. byterian ¥irst Church we presume, delivered him.
self of some very profounl eenliments. The rav
gentleman quita deepsire, it would seem of the Catbolic Church, of
which he thioks nothing whatever can be made while she continnes
in communion with the Bea of Rome, or, &8 his reverence eleg.ntly
expresses, or is reported ma expressing it, ‘‘symonymouns with
Vaticanism." We must confess, however, that the rev J. Gibb ia
tulerably correct in bis guess: The Catholiec Church is cure to stand
apart, separate from all so-called churches, until the day of judgment
snd the sound of the Archangel's trumpet will ind her in com-
munion wi:h the See of Rome. With the Rev J. Gibb's sentimenta
respecting the Ohurch of Bagland we must also in some degree
cotcur, Her ftradi-ion of Apostolical succession certainly is, a8 the
rev gentleman saye, A figment. We do not, however, know that her
assumption of superiority over othet Protestant churches is, as the rev
gentleman clams, ao arrogant assnmption, le a social point of view
the Church of England undoubtedly has advantages that those other
bodies do not possess. She is, morecver, associated with more
renowoed ses‘s of learning, bas produced more eminent scholars—
and takes s hipher standing from the venerable cathedrals and
ancient churches she firat plundered and then preserved for her own
uees. The men of the Anglican Church may tbank their forefathers
that they were uvot so bruta! as those of the Scoteh Presbyterinnes,
The Church of Eagland, for soms three or four hundred years, bas
bhad decided advantages over Lhe SBeotech Kirk, and eannot now be
tveripken by ber. We can understand the Bev J, Gibb's claim that
ttere is nothing, ot «honld be nothing, to preveut a union of the
Presbyterian, Congregational, and Wesleyaa Churcher, So far s
doctrine is conceraat, probably miniaters themselves caonot tell why
they stand apart, The B:v J. Gibb, for example, does not eeem to
know what is to be made of the symb i of his particular Church—
that is the Wostminster Confessinti, Of the [aith that is in the Wes.
leyan boidy we may p 8eibly jaipe from the jargon of stale Batiogalism
delivered at tbeir conference last year, and which appearad not very
distasteful to woat of them, It ig, moveover, a ! ttle remarkable that,
in proposing a political alliapcy of these sects, the Rev J. Gibb made
an exception of the only purely religiong point mentioned by him,
He said tha! on the question of the Bible in schools they would pro-
bably d:ffer.  Itisin the blood of Protestantisw, in fact, to differ on
religicus poiots, snd it cannot be at one with itselt where
they are concerned.  Another speaker at ths meeting wad
the Rev Me Dutton, The rev pgentlemsn in gqaestion ex-
preseed bimself in a very rem:.rkable mapner. ‘" He wounld”
he said, * have svery millionsire arrested on suepic on of baving n»
lawful visible meane of support, ani called upon to explain how 1t
came about that in the midst of 80 much murery he bad amasced so
much wealth,” Madame An‘ninette Sterling, before she started from
Sydney, exhorted her hearers to barn down every house of ill- ame
in the ctty before her return—and then shie came to Chnigchorch and
saw a ghost | We hope that the Rev Mr Duatton may never see moy-
thing worse than himeelf, It i3, meantim=2, sugzestive to find that
at this meeting *he Catbolic Crurch was slighted, Wharaver foliy
and vani y go together she is lightly estecmed,.

WE do not fiad that Professor Taorold Rogers, for
example, whu i8 an autboiity aoythiog rather 1han
favourable to tte Caiholic Chureh or ber elergy,
and whose testimony must be takeo as that of sn
enemy, attributes to the icfluence of religion any aggravation of the
Black Death, Oan the contrary he mentioos one cass in which the
cleanliness of & churchman bad resulted in mitigating its effects,
The Black Death, he says, is alieged to bave had its origin in the East
where nearly every infectious or contagious diseaws appears to ! ave
arisen. Nor does the writer seem to think that the upcleanlinegy of
the people had much to do with the matter. ‘' The period just belore
the plague,’he si1ys ' was one of prosperity and abundance; asd
though our forefathers were 1mmessuradly onclean {a their hobits
and sorronndinge, sed remaioed naolean for centuries sfterwards,
the best conditions of life do not appear to bave given an immunity
frum the plague,” '*The Biack Doath,"” adde the writer, “ visited

THE BLACK
DEATH.
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