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Oagholic electors of Inangahua to concede such a aystem to them, ia it
qﬁl .Iﬂuly that secularists in this Colony, or anywhers thronghouot
Axnstralis, wonld permit of soch 8 plan. It was londly condemned
in Amenea—in many instances, as an attempt to hand the sehools
ovat generally into the keeping of the Oatholic Chureh, It was
a'mply that the Btate took over, asits own, the Catholic scheols
referred to—those namely at Faribaalt and Stiilwater, those schools
atill remaining in every respect as they were before, with the single
exception that, within certain fixed boars, secular instruction only
was given in them, 8ir Robert Btont gave no bint of any desire to
provide for any such srrengement doriog the Session that has just
closed-—but until snck an offer has been made to the Catholica of
these colooier, and they have rejected it, it is vain for journalists or
public men in any position, to refer to the state of ihings in America,
and hold it up a8 an example to Catholics in Aunstralia or New Zea-
land. No doubt, dering the coming elections, we shall find several
candidaten following the example set them by Sir Bobert Stout at
Cape Foulwind, and holding up to them the Faribault Pian, of which.
alsp like Bir Bobert Btout, they eitber know notbing, or desire to
make a blind aod a enare. Catholic electors, however, should
remember, a8 we bave said, that the state of thioga in America bas
ny bearing whatever upon their position, and that no secularist in
the colony haa the slightest notion of meking such a concession to
them as the Faribault Plan, The Reguwster goes on to explain the
mind of certain American prelates—but, aa his explanation differs
altogether from what we have seen reported in American Catholie
papérs of the attitude of the American bierarchy, we sospect that
hege also he evolves the substance of bis argument from his inner con-
sgiousness, It ig well, mesnlime, to learn that so marked a moral
fmprovement hastaken place in South Australis slace the more gentle
methods of secularism were introdaced thers, As, however, we are
not quite prepared to receive the climatic theory, and things elsewhere
are decidedly otherwise, we claim a right to reserve oor agreement,

IT would seem that that strange belief, superatition,
A DANGEROUS imposition—we know not what-—commonly called
BOOK, Bpiritualiem, is still exercising a considerable degree
. of infiluence in the world, and is even om the
{norease. Oar attention has been particularly attracted to the matter
by our accidenially coming scross a book written on the subject some
two years ago and of which a new addition has recently been
publisbed. We allade to the work entitled * There ia no death,” by
Plorepce Marryat, Wa cannot quite determine what to think of this
book. The writer ia a [ady, who, both as an authoress and ap artist,
has attained to high diatinction, and who also occupies a good
position in society, The idea of wilful deceit is quite impossible in
cennection with bher. Tu invent such a parrative, moreover, though
it might detract from this lady's woral character, must add very
much to ber literary repotation, high as that 8 already. Bat the
moarks of sincerity are evident, Evident is it also that, so far ae it is
possible without direct personal imvestigation for any one ta receive
as proved certain of the phenomena described, they must be eo
received. Otbers even with direct personal investigation, as it
appears Lo ne, must still leave a doudt in the miod, The chief note
of the brok, bowever, and 1ta principal danger consiet ic 1ts insidious
apti-religious, anti-Catholic, tone, The authoress writes as a Catholic
apa believes, no doubt with sincerity, that the iofluences to which she
b yielded herself are re igious, Tue cifect of Lthe bock, nevertheless,
i to diecredit the Cathelic faitb, and, chiefly, the teaching of the
Charch with regard to Purgatory. From this doctrine, while seem-
ing to give it countenance, 1t takes away the penitential meaping,
atrips it of =il awe and mystery, and brings it down to the level of
the famiiiarity that traditionally breeds contempt. Prejudices
mguinst the Catholic Church and her iostitutions are alsc encenraged.
As s set off against ail this, we count as very slight the pretence of
ptayer and blessing, of relizious advicr, and of reverence for the
crucifix and the eign of the crose, said to be made by some of the
spirits, If the devil can &ssuma the appearance of an aogel of light,
ap the Ecnipture says he can, he can aleo, no doubt, assume the
appearance and cenduct of a devout Catholic. On the whole, thaere.
fore, we find in this book quite emough to remind us that the warn-
ing of Catholic theologians with respect to this invoecstion of the
sonls of the dead is well founded. The beings who make answer to
the summons come for no good.~—And is there not something revolt-
ing in the bare thought of seeing the soul of one you have loved and
lost represented by a demon? Could a more catrageows insult be
offered to either the living or the dead ? If 8piritaaliem, therefore,
be incrzasing, the spread of its influences is smong the evils of the
timen. Catholics, at least, should have nothing to do with it,

ONE of the most remarkable meetings in support of
Home Eule was that held in Brisbane on Beptember
11, and at wkich 3,000 people were present, Our
contemporary, the Awstralian, notes 1t as a strange
ooincldecce that the meeting Look place on the evening of ti e day on
which the news of the rojection of the Bill by the Lords had beea
received, The meetivg, as we learn from our contemporary, was fully
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representative of Australis, as well as of the three kingdoms, and on
the platform were severa) members of the Legislatvre, and mapy
citisens, representative not only of aocial, religions and national
distinctions, bat even of divergent local political views as weil. The
first resolntion was moved by the Attorney General of the Colony.
It ran as follows : —* That in view of the undoubted advantages which
local antonomy has conferred upon the Australian eolonies, this mest-
ing of citizena of Brisbane regards with eatisfaction the probability
of the speedy realisation of Home Rule for Ireland, and asserts its
betief that the extension of the principle of self-government to
Ireland so far from tending towards the disintegration of the British
Empire will in reality be an effectual means for its consolidation,”
Renoiutions were also passed pledging the mesting to glve practical
assistance to the Home Bule party in co-operating with Mr Gladstone
in his efforts to carry his Bill to a saccesefu) iesue, and congratulating
the Liberal and Home Bale parties on the victory achieved by them.
The rejection of the Bill by the Lords seemed to be taken by the
meetiog B3 a matter of course and of very little consequence.

A Jemnit missiopary, writing in the South dfrican Catholic
Magagine, gives & deplorable acconat of the Mashonas, He depicts
them ae of miserable physique, indolent, dirty in their habits, bypo«
critical and selfish, liara and thieves. Nor does the good father seom
to have mach hope as to the enccesa of missionary work among them,
After the experience of two years passed in their country, he eaya
they must first be humanieed :—* It will bot be a bad resuit,” he
adds, “if, even after years, adult baptisms cao still be counted on the
fingers,”

The Auckland Presbytery seem to have their hande pretty full
with the ease of a certain minister who has adopted the tencta of the
Theosophists. The rov gentiemaa does not appear inclined to follow
the advice given in the old lines.

“ It is well to be off with the old love
Before you are oo with the new.”

He evidently proposes to improve matters by bringing in the new to
amend the short-comings of the old. He ssks a few awkward
questions with regard to the Coufession of Faith—which, however,
we leave to be answered by those whom the matter may concern.
We find, meantime, in one of the London reviews, a reply made by
Prolessor Max Muller to the objections brought by Mr Binnett agsinet
his article on Madame Blavataky, and in which tbe writer makes his
views asto the system in question very plain, He declares that, although
be has been able, for example, to fathom the mysteties of German
philosophy, even that of Hegel, Mr Sinpett has proved too deep for
him, He nevertheless, gives ns to noderstand how be estimates the
depth referred to by the language he umes incidentally in dealing
with the reconditedoctrive, In fact, he does not hesitate to condemn
it openly as “twaddle.” From the telegraphic summary of the
srgoments of the minister at Auckland, we shonold say that,
however they may bear on the Weatminster Confession, they ars
presty much of the same kind.

Wa shoald really Liks to know the details of the composition of
soch cablegrams as this:—' Owing to the action of the Honge of
Lords in rejecting the Home Rule Bill, the Clan-na-Gael Bociety is
being reorganised, Patrick Egan and Ford are also busily engaged
reviving]eecret societies in Amarica.” What is it, we should like to
know, that suggests such paragraphs, They at least show some
degree of ingenuity in their author, unless, of course, that deponent
ltke Mr Stead in his telepathic experiments, takes up a pen and lets
his hand go that it may frame stich sentences as its nnecoatrolled
vagary directs, There may, no doabt, be some suspicion as to who
is st the other end of the pen, but that doss not seem of mach conse-
quence. Whether the Father of Lies, writes himself or employs an
amannensis can't make any very great difference, At sny rate s
iospiration is manifest in such cablegrams ae that we have quoted,

At the aunual conferenca of Catholic young men's sociotiss, held
the other day at Carlisle, Lord Braye told a few plain trathe with
regard to the state of Catholic'sm in England, which, althoogh nnt
very pleasant to listen to, are, newerthelese, useful to know, The
speaker referred to the view of the matter commoniy taken as much
too sanguine. For bia part, be eaid, be lamented that the so-called
Catholic re-action had taken place in the University of Oxford,
instead of in the beart of tha great, powerful, and iofluential middle
classes of the country. The greater portion ol the higher society of
tbe country, be added, was saturated by rationalism and infidelity—
the middle clesses slill remaining, to a great extent, under tha
influence of Wesley. As for the agricultural clasees, they are swayed
by Calvinistic Proteatantism. Lord Braye quoted as true the words
that Cardinal Newmsn, a few years before his destbh had writlen to
him : —* Englishmen prefer Motammedanism to Popery.” He went
on to calcalate the number of Catholics in Eogland and Wales—the
population in 189! being elightly over twenty-nine millions, The
upproximate es imate of the Catholic population he stated at soma-
thing like two millions, “ Where now,” be asked, * is tha boant that
England had determined to return to the bosom of the ancient
Church 1

The Legislalive Counncil bas found in the 8yduaey Morning Herald
a friend of the class from whom people may pray to be defended.
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