
Here is aremarkable case. A bankruptnamed J.B. Banks had
placed in the Union Bank for him by bis mother and brother a sum
of £400. The Official Assignee, Mr Lawsoo, took proceedings to
secure for the creditors in tbe estate the said sum. Judge Connolly
decided in favour of the defendants, withcosts against tbeplaintiff,
who found hinself in an awkwardposition, as the judtreruled that
h* must pay tbe costs out of his private purse. The law as inter-
preted is no doubt sound, bnt not equitable. The Official Assignee
will in future say to creditors,"You badbetter try yourselves."

"Early days of Home Rule" is the title of a lecture to be
deliveredby Mr J. P.McAlister, barrister,etc. (of the firm of Tole
and McAlister). The greater part of it will embrace personal
reminiscence*. MrMcAlister, during the early days of HomeBale,
was privatesecretary to the late Isaac Butt. Aucklanders,certainly
rae Irish portion, are favoured by having such a person in their
midst to relate the story of HomeRule by one who took an active
part io its inception. It will be under the auspices of the Irish
NationalFederation, the proceedstobe devoted to (he Irish Parlia-
mentaryFund. Tbe president, the HonJ. A. Tole,will preside, and
a largeaudience is expected. The date of the lecture is tobe fixed
at to-night's meetingof the Federation.

We have togo from home to hearnews. The Sydney Bulletin
of September 9th, says:— "In Maoriland native lands are exemptfrom taxation, therefore immenseareasof white capitalists'land are
now registered as belonging to Natives, who hold them in trust."This it a serious allegation againet those who at all times expresspioushorror at the deviong means of theproletariat. How to cope
withit is the question.

The Choral Society onlast Tuesday week renderedmost success-fully Cowen's beautiful cantata
"

St. John's Eve." The principal
toprana part was taken by one of our young Catholic ladies, MissO'Sullivan, whopossesses a voice of rare excellence. Rich,mellow,
andpowerful, combined withgreat expression and taste, and a clear
"nunciation,quit* devoid of affectation, it is no wonder tbat the
young lady in questionhas at onebound stepped into the foremost
place amongsfc our looal vocalists. Commenting upon her recenteffort, theEvening Star laid:"Miss O'Sullivanafforded some evi-
denoe of tbe greatpower of her voice in the higher note?, where she
rerelsmoat gracefully to tbe charm of her auditors." A local pro-
fessor of music has gone so far as to say that Miss O'Sullivan has a
fortunein her hands, whichIquite believe. She is also a splendid
pianist. The Bisters of Mercy (Ponsonby) are to be complimented
upon the great success achievedby their brilliant pupil, andIwillbe
sadly disappointed if, in themusical world, she does not become a
gem of ths first water."Whether is the pulpit or the stage most conduciveto tbemoralwelfareof the people?" wasdebated one evening last week;where,
aboveall places,would you imagine? Ina coterie similar to that
over which the ultra-Radical with the handle to his name, and his
protege, the Hou Bolt, presided in Duuedin some time back, you
"ay. Notat all,but under theeaves of an Anglican Church io thesuburbs, andin a society under the agis of that church, and aboveall, the good pastor attended and championed the pulpit. All tonopurpose,for the devoteesof Thespis gave the pulpit second place.This is in accord with the times. Mundaneversus spiritual aff nraareas six toone. "Our splendid edncaiional Bystem"

takespossession
of our youth for six days, instilling into them the world— the worldonly relaxing for one day in favour of the spiritual with the resultasabove. We arepacing it fast, very fast, indeed, Messieurs.We have in one of tbe State schools in our midst a pedagogueloyal to the core. Two or three times a weekhe assembles the chil-dren under his care in order to have them sing "

God Save theQueen." So enthusiastic did this loyalist become the other day atthe conclusion of the anthem that he doff.>d his caubeen and calledfor three cheers for tbe Princess May and theDakeof York. WhenGeorge Augustus Sala returned home he said the colonisrBwerenot loyal. What would he have said to this ? The Empire isstill safe I
The lowtst tender for the Devonport waterworks was L3864, thetender aboveit was also under L4OOO. The engineers' estimate wasL4600, upon beaiiog which the lowest tenders asked tbe Council

leave to withdraw, which, after demur, they did. The lowest tenderthen was Messrs Cole and Moody, L4136 5* 6d, and tr^ey have inti-
mated their willingness to proceed wiih <he work. Devonport willerelongprosper by this greatboon.

The Female Franchise is the question of quis'ions with us. Itabsorbs all others. What will be its effects? Will it benefit mostthe "" ins "or the
"

outs
"

1 Will they vo.e for Prohibition or Modera-
tion f You hear tbat themoral ataodard of our public men will beraised. Bach political organisation vies with the other inrfltVriag
facilities for enrolling tbe" new power." It is amusing and instruc-tive to watch the tactics of quondam enemies and lukewarm friendsof the woman suffrage. Those who had been most assMnou in
carrying around petitions against the granting of the"boon ' arenowas busy wooing the fair ones. The enemies of yesterday are thefriendsof to-day. Ithas always been, and is ever l.kely to be, inthe game of politics. Meanwhile,hundredsof women aie registering.With time alone rests an answer to the queries above. Discardingthem all, let us atk ourselves bow will the

" new power
"

affect us
who form the ooe-seventh? It goes without saying that Iiefer tothe education question. Inthis respect we claim but our own. We|do not dtsire to wroog or hurt tbe present system. We wish to
perfect it. Knowing and feeling this, let us march onward, con-scious of ultimate and complete victory. Register a.id organise ;
theseare the means to that end. Dependupon it, we will be sought

DIED WHILE IN PRAYER.
"Another man was foundina kneelingposture,hitface buriedin his hands, at ifhe had diedinprayer,
Iclip this pathetic sentence from an account of the 8t Etiennscoal mine disaster which occured in France, in December, 1891.Tbe fire had been smouldering for years in a remote part of theminebut its further advance had been stopped by barriers. Yet theyproved insufficient at, and the terrible fire-damp exploded,scatteringdeath throughout the mine. Such incidents are too well-known inEngland toneed further explanationor comment.
Haa itever struck you that; the interior of the human body islike the interior of acoal mine? Well,it is. All the operationsgoon insolitude and darkness. Gases areengendered init tbat arejust as dangerous as fire-damp. Generally they— yet hold on, let'shave the little story first.
Its about a woman. In fact, it's from her, too,and is sure tointerest somebody ;may be you. Sbe says that a longrun of time,from childhood to years after her rr arriaire, she never knew wnatillness was j that ie, so as toremember it or tohave itmake a markon her,as wemay say. Butmighty few folks manage to escape tbeold slavedriver altogether. No did sbe. "Itwas in the summer of1890," she save," whenIbegio to feel bad. My appetite was poor,and whatIdid eat gave me great painanddistress My foodseemedto he like lead;andafter every meal, no matter how simple the foodwas,Ihad the most cxc uciating pain you can imagine. Ihad anagging, thudding, p%in at my chest, and through to my shoulders,

that was veryhard tobear, So bad wasit that Ithought something(perhaps a tumour) was growing within me. As so jnas ever foodentered my stomach Iused to say, 'It is beginning,' meaning ths
gnawing pain."

Itook all kinda of things for replief,and appliedmustard plas-ters to the chest,but nothing did me any good. After a timeIdared
not take h proper meal ;Iwas afraid to eat. and got very thin andweak. It wasne much asIcould do to go about my house-work InOctober of this year (1891) Mrs J.m*s Merc«r, of 176 High street,Loneton, recommended me to try Mother Seigel's Curative Syrupand Igot abottle and commenced to take it. Alter a few doesIfeltrelief ;my food agreed with me, and by the timeIhad taken one
lanjebo tie all the pmn had left me.and Inow ftel as well aa everIdvi."— Yours truly (signed), Mra Elizabeth Weight, 12 Kingstreet, Han'ey, Staffordshire, November 19,1891.

Tou ask me whit the sad fate of the miners has to do with thecase of Mrs Wright. I'll tell you in half aminute. This lady saysshe whs taken ill in the summercf 1890. Now,do yousuppose the
illness and the caus<« of the illness came upat the same time f Byno means. Cause firs', fffect afterwards— that's the order, always.Aud, Be<> here I A c«use may be at work for weeks or years beforeyou nonce any re-ults; and,until you do notice resultp,youdon'tknow there's aught gone wrong. Is'nt that so ? The miners, to besnr.,knew tnere was a fire in the mine. Butit was fenced off fromthem, and they thought they wtre Sif*. The barriers leaked,anddeath gripped them ina twinkling of aa eye.

The body is like amine, asIhave said. Disease anddeath arecaused by the action of poisonousgatesandacids inside of it. Theyall start from the stomach anu thencreep into everypart ;sometime*fast sometimes slow. In some acute diseases very fast. The doctor!of'en call gout an "explosion"of uric acid. The source of all thesethugs is indegestiou auddyspepsia. Blight symptoms first, then themore terrible andalarming. Watch the way itcomes on. This wuMrs Wright's ailment. Sbe suffered fifteen months before the found
out what the matter was and what to do. Graciouc, mercy!if weonly knew the sortof thngs that go onin our bodies we'd understandthat ii's about as dangerous to work ina ki chen as in acoal mine,
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after, the enemiei of yesterday will be the friends of to-day,and
will espouse our cause as a means to their ends. Put in motion ourlatentpower, nothing daunted by defeat, for victory is awaiting us.
Iwatched one afternoon last week a break load of women <"»

route to Onebuoga, there to address a public meeting. There arethose, and plently, who agree with this, bat the majority would,Ithink, Bay
"Better for them tostay at home." At the meeting in

question one woman said, " Women should educate themselvespolitically, as men did not care for dolls of women." The chair-
woman capped this by saying that "

one effect of the women in
politics would be to have less talk inParliamentand more work."
This reminded me of tbe story of a celebrated doctor who, with anumber of lady friends, visited a cave wheriu lay a lot of human
skulls. "That,and that, and that is a female skull," said the doctor."How can yon tell,"enquired oneof the ladies. The doctor replied
11by themarked difference iv the amount of jaw which denotes the
femaleskull." Among themany virtueslikely toaccrue to usunder
thenewregime talk, of whatever kind, is sure to find a congenial
home in tbe political wqman.

29


