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*Harly days of Home Rola” is the title of & lecture to be
delivered by Mr J. P, McAlister, barrister, ete, (of the firm of Tole
and McAlister). The greater part of it will embrace perscnal
feminiscences. Mr McAlister, during the early days of Homa Rale,
was private secretary to the iste Isaac Batt, Aucklanders, certainly

e Irieh porlion, sre favoured by having suck a person in their
midst to relate the story of Home Rule by one who took an active
part ia ite inception. It will be under the anspices of the Irisk
Rationa} Federation, the proceeds o be devoled to the Irish Parlia.
mentary Fand. The president, the Hon J, A, Tole, will preside, and
s large andience is expected. The date of the lecture is to be fixed
at to-night's meeting of the Federation,

We have to go trom home to hear news. The Sydney Bulletin
of Beptomber 9th, says:—*In Maoriland native Jande are exempt
from taxation, therefore immense areas of white capitaliets’ land sre
now registered as bolonging to Natives, who hold them in trust,”
This is » serfous allegation againet those wha at all times express
pious borror at the devions means of the proletariat, How to cops
with it is the qoestion,

The Choral Society on lagt Tuesday week rendered most succese-
folly Cowen's beautifal cantata  Bt. John's Eve” The principal
soprans part was tsken by one of eur young Catholic Iadies, Miss
O'Ballivan, who possosses a voice of rare excellence, Bich, mellow,
and powerfal, combined with great expreegion and taste, and & clear
snopciation, quite devoid of sffectation, it is no wonder that the
young lady in question haa at one bound stepped into the foremost
place amongst our local vocalists. Commentiog upon her recent
effort, the Brening Star aaid : * Miss O'Buliivan afforded some evi-
dence of the great power of her voice in the higher notes, where she
revols most gracefuily to the charm of her anditors.” A local pro-
fessor of music has gone so far as to say that Miss O'Sullivsn has a
fortuue in her hands, which I guite believa, She ia alaoa eplendid
pisoist.  The Bistars of Mercy (Ponsonby) are to be complimented
apon the great suceesy achieved by their brliant papil, and I will be

sadiy dissppoioted if, in the musical world, she does pot tecome &
gem of the firet water,

* Whether ia the palpit or the stage most condusive to the moral
wellars of the peopie I was debated ons evening last week ; where,
sbove all places, would yoo imagine? Ia a coterie similar to that
over which the altra-Radical with the handle to his name, and hia
grotege, the Hoa Bolt, presided in Dunedin some time back, you
say. Not at all, but under the gaves of an Anglicas Church in the
suburbs, and in & society under the myis of that church, and above
all, the gaod pastor attended and championed the palpit. All to no
purposs, for the devotees of Thespis gave the puipit second place.
This is ic sccord with the times, Mundane rersus spiritunl aff iirg are
a8 iz to coe, ¢ Qur splendid educalional system " takes possession
of our youth for six dayas, ipstilling into them the world--tbe world
only relaxing for one day in favour of the spiritual with the resalt
a3 above, We are pacing it fast, very fast, indeed, Messicurs,

We have in one of the Blate schools in onr midst a pedagogue
loyal to the core.  Twa or thiee times n weck he assembles the chil.
dren under his care in order to have them ging ' God Bave the
Queen,” 8 enthusiastic did this loyalist become the othar day at
the conclusisn of the anthem that bhe duff:d his caubeen and called
for three cheere for the Princess May and the Dike of York. When
Goeorge Augustus Bala returned home he said the calonistg
wera 0ot loyal, What would he bave said to thia ? The Eapire is
etill aafe |

The low st tender for the Devonport waterworks waa L3864, the
tender above it was also under L4000, The engineers' estimate was
L4600, upon beaiiog which the lowest tenders asked the Counpeil
leave Lo withdraw, whick, after demur, they chd. The lowest tender
then was Messrs Cole and Moody, L4136 54 6d, and ttey have 1nt-
mated their willingeess to proceed with the work,
ere long prospar by this great boon,

The Fumale Fraschise iy the queation of quistions with us, It
abaorbe sli otbers, What will be its effects? Wil 1t benetit most
the ''ins" or the “ oute "7 Wil they vo.e for Probition or Modera.
tion ! You hoar that the moral standard of onr public men will be
raised. Eacb political organieation vies with the other 1n cff-ring
facilitiea for enrolling the  new power,” It is amusing and ioetrae-
tive to watch the tactics of qaondam enemies and lokewsnrm friends
of the woman suffrage. Those who bad becn most assilnoua in
esrrying around petitioos agaiost the granting of the " boon ' are
now as busy wooiog the fair ones, The enemies of yesterday are the
friends of to-day. It bas slways been, and is ever likely to be, 1o
the game of politics. Meanwhile, hundreds of women are Tegistering,
With time alone rests an sopwer to the queries above, Discarding
them all, let wa ack curselves bow wili the * new power ” affect us
who form the ove-seventh ! It goes without saying that I refer to
the education guestion, 1In thia reapect we claim but our own, We
do not desire to wroog or Lurt the preent syatem. We wish to
"perfect it Knowing and feeling thig, let ns march onward, con-
scions of ultimuie sud complete victory. Register a.d organise ;
these are the means to that end, Depend upon 1t, we will be sought

Devonport will

after, the enemies of ;reuterdny will be the friends of to.dsy, and
will esponse our cause as a means to their ends, Put in motion our
latent power, nothiog deunted by defeat, tor victory is awai.ing us,

I watched une efternoon last weck & break load of women om
route to Onehunga, there to address a public meeting. There are
those, and plently, who agree with thie, bat the majority wounld, I
think, say * Better for them to stay at bome,"” At the mesting in
question one woman said, * Women should educate themselves
politically, a8 men did not care for dolls of women.” The chaire
woman capped this by saying that “ one effect of the women in
politica would be to bave less talk in Parliament and more work,”
Thir remigded me of the story of s celebrated doctor who, with a
number of Iady friends, visited s cave wherin lay a lot of buman
skulls, * That, and that, snd that is & female skall,” said the doctor,
“ How can you tsl),” enquired ose of the Iadies. The doctor replisd
“ by the marked diffsrence in the amoant of jaw which denotes the
female skoll.”" Among the many virtues likely to acctus to us under
the new regime talk, of whatever kind, is sure to find a congeoial
home in the pelitical woman,

Here is & remarkable case. A bankropt named J. B, Banks had
placed in the Union Bank for him by his mother and brother a sum
of £400, The Official Assignes, Mr Lawsoo, took proceedings to
secare for the creditors in the estate the said sum. Judge Connoily
decided in favour of the defendants, with costs sgainst the plaintiff,
who toond himself in an awkward position, ae the judve ruled that
he mnst pay tbe costa out of his private parse. The law as inter.
preted is oo doubt sound, bot not equitable, The Official Assignea
will in fulure say to creditors, “ You had better try yoarseives.”
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DIED WRHILE IN PRAYER.

Y Another man was found in a keneeling
in his hands, as if he had died in prayer,

I clip this pathotic sentence from an accoant of the St Etieuna
cosl mine disaster which occared in France, in December, 1891,
The fire had been smouldering for yeara io & remote part of the miae
bot ita further advance had been mtopped by barrers, Yot they
proved iveufficient at, and the terrible fire.damp exploded, scattering
desth throughont the mine. Buch incidents are too well-hoown in
England to need furtber explanation or comment,

Has it ever strack you that ths interior of the homan body is
like the interior of & coal mine? Well, it ia. All the operations go
on in salitude and darkness, (iases are eogendered in it that are
just aa dangerons a8 fire-damp, Generally they—yet hoid on, let's
have the little story first,

It's about & woman, In fact, it's from her, too, and is sure to
interest somabody ; may be you. Bte says thar s long run of time,
from childbood to years afier her n arriage, she never knew what
iliness wae; that ie, 50 a8 to remember it or to bave it make & mark
on her, sa we may say. But migbty few folke mansge to escaps the
old elave driver nltogether. No did she. * It was in the summer of
1890," eho seye, “ when I began to feel bad, My appetite was poor,
and what [ did eat gave me grest pain and diatress My food seemed
to lie like lead ; and after every mes!, no matter how simple the food
wae, [ bad the most exc uciating pain you can imsgine, I had a
pagging, thudding, pain at my chest, and through to my shoualders,
that was very hard to bear, Bo bad was 1t that [ thought something
(perhapa a tumour) was growing within me. As 80.n as ever food

entered my stom:ch I nsed 1o say, ' It ia beginning,’ meaning the
goawing psin,

“I tuck all kicda of things for replief, and applied mustard plas.
tera to the chest, but nothing did me soy good, After a time I dared
not take « proper meal; I wae afraid to eat. mad got very thin and
weak, It was a8 much #8 I coald do to go about my house-work, In
Octoler of this year (1891) Mre J.mes Mercer, of 176 High atreet,
Loogton, recommended me to try Mother Seigel's Curative Byruf,
and I got u botile and commenced to take it, Alter & few doea I felt
reliet; my food agreed with me, and by the time [ had taken one
iarye bo tle a!l the pain had left me, and I now fcol as well a4 ever I
did,”"—Yours truly (signed), Mrs ELIZABETH Waigar, 12 King
street, Han'ey, Staff sedebire, Novemuer 19, 1891,

You nsk me what the sad fate of the miners bas to do with the
case of Mra Wnight, I'll tell you in hall a minute. Thig lady says
slie wa# tuken ill in the summer cf 1890, Now, do yoa suppose the
itlness and the cause of the illnese came up At the sams time ! By
0o mesnd. Cause fire!, ¢ffoct afterwards—ihat's the order, always,
And, ses bere | A cause may be at work for weeks or years before
you ootliee aqay re-ults; and, aotil you do notice resits, yon doo’t
koow there’s aught gore wrong, Is'nt that so! The miners, (¢ be
sur, knew tiere was & fire in the mine. But it was funced off from
them, and they thought they were s.f:. The barriers leaked, and
dealh gripped them 10 a twinkling of ao eye.

The body is like a mioe, a8 I bavae said, Disesge and death are
caused by the setion of polsvnous gaces and acids inside of it, They
all gtart from the stomach sna then creep iato every part ; somaetimes
fast sometimes siow, In gome acate disesses very fast. The doctors
ofren call gout an ''ezplovion ™ of uric acid, The source of all these
thirgs 18 indegestion aud dyspepas.  Shight aymptoms firat, then the
more terrible and slarming. Watch the way it comes on. This was
Mra Wright's ailment. 8he suffered fifteen monthe before she found
out what the matter was and what to do. Gracious, mercy | it we
only knew the sort of th nga that go on in our bodies we'd uoderstand
that iv’s about se dangerons to work in a ki1 chen 83 in a coal mine,

posturs, his face buried



