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In sbout a quarter of an honr Jobinard began to feel distinctly “ Jommunion! Have you made your first Commanion "'
uncomfortable, * The moulds seem getting terribly beary,” he said “ Oh, yes, Father ! a long time ago.

to ope of his sssistants who kept him company, **They seem on fire,
and I can't move.”

At that moment the procession, beaded by Dabaron, filed once
more into the conrtyard.

“ It's getting painful!, gentlemer,” sald Jobinard.
thongh I were being turned to stons."

*“Try aod bear it bravely. Nothing ia attaived io this world,
dear monsieur, withoat & certain amonot of physical euffering. It
#ill ba set as bard as marble in & few minutes. We will obtain
the necessary appliances for your release at once Jobinard, Remain
perfectly quiet till our return,.’ said Daburon, rather susvely.

Apd then we each of us kissed onr finger tips molemnly to poor
Jobinard, and we filed out once more. It was the last day of the
term at the Art achool, and we were sl off for our holidsya.

For two hours Jobinard waited for w3 in an agony of fear ; then
he seut for a stobemason, who dog him out. They had to get the
plsater off with & hammer. We had, by the direction of the demon
Daburon, omited to ol the shapely limbs of onr victim.

Poor Jobinard,

“]1 feel an

LINES FOR LITTLE FOLK.

——————
JOBEPH F-— aged 10, wae a very pious, good boy, ona of the
clevercat of hie clasa at the College of St Aloysims, near a principal
city of Bpain. He had agreat love for reading lives of saints, and was
particulary devoted to Bt Alexis, Couscientious in learning hia lessons,
be waa greatly liked by his masters, and his amiability and gentle-
ness endeared him to bis companions. Accordingly, there wes much
sstonishment in the college when one dey the rumoor spread that
little Joseph bad run away,

The prefect of the third division reported to the rector that he
was out with the boye in the ecuntry for their nsual walk when
Joseph asked leave to absent himeelf for & while, Beeing nothing
strange in the request, the prefect gave the desited permission, and
shortly after wassurprised to gee s young friend take to hie heels and '
run until well out of sight, Being alone, the piefect did not |
think it advisable to leave his 99 lambein the desert and go afier |
the ong that had strayed, but returned home with his division and “
gave information as quickly as possible to the superiors,

Joseph ran nntu he was out of brea'h, and then, not seeing any
prefect or division in the rear, he settled down to a wa'k, Atlaaths’
was free—{ree to follow tbe life to which be felt called by divine
inspiration, Coming near a farm he threw away his cap. 1t was
not reqoired for thus sort of life, and some poor pereon might pick
it up and find it useful, A little further on a thought occurred to
him : Ali the saints had got ril of Lheir respec ive coits in favour
of some beggar, Beeing a little shepherdesa io a fisld witk her
flock of sbeep, he crossed over lo ter and said, ** Wonldn't you hike
to have a pretty jacket like mmne?” * Ob, yes!” gaid the little
shepberdess. * Here you are then,” said Joseph, “ taks it, it is yours.”
Benold him then journeying joyowsly in his shirl slesves. A listle |
more, and hig necktie seemed to hita to ravonr too much of the world,
0o off it went, and his vest as well, Throwing over a cargo lightens
a vessel considerably ; and Joseph's litt.e heart felt proportionately
lighter now that he had got rid of these extrae. * 'Tis heaven is
the prize—the prise my soul shall strive 1o gain,” Buot what is thia on
the borizun? A village, and it will be necessary to pass thiough it. '
He wili meet prople there, But to be poor for the love of Jesus
Chbrist snd o bere pirelty shoes-~this 18 too bad ! The shoes |
acd the stockings ore left on the side of the road, Walking barefoot |
on hard etones ie o joke, and Joseph’e prettly little Aragonese
feet are tender. Bet 2o matter, one must suffer something for oor
Lord.

Entering the village, ke asked s man who was cccupied in
cutiing grass which was thc way to the parisb priest's house, The
man pointed out Lhe gerton, who bappened o be passing, and who
now conducted Joseph to the priest’s residence,  Joseph kept up with
some difficuity, as the stooes bad developod s hp io kim. ¢ Fatber,
bere 18 & littls boy who wanpls 1o see you,”

"' What do you want, my child "

“ Father, I want to go to Coafession in pieparation [or Com-
munion to-morraw'”

§

I go to Communion every
Sunday.”

“ But who are yon 1"

“ I am & poor little beggar who happene to be passing by here."”

“ And where do you ¢come from "

“ From Castle . . mentioning tha place where he lived.

“ And what do you do ™

“1 go about from village to village to ssnctify myself, because
God wishes me to do it.”

* But you are not poor, my child ; you have & good shirt, well
ironed.”

“0Oh ! that was given to me in the city.”
" They made you & nice present, my son,
mother "

¢ Yen "

' Are they rich 1"

My fatber has rome vines.”

“Then yon have run away from your father ? "
“ No i

' Well, then, you must bave run away from some college,”

The poor little fellow thought that when one acted in obedience
to & divioe 1nspiration it could not be called running away.

“ What do you want to do, my cbild 2"

*I want to imitate the saints, God inspires me with & voeation
to live poor."

* But, my son, you can sanctify yourself in every posilion—in
tiches a1 well ag poverty,”

But bave you a father

and

“Yesg, but my vooation is to live as a beggar so as lo conquer
| nature mote,"

“Your inspiralion does not come from God, becanss you are

» violating the fourth Commandment in disobeying your parents,”

“* But 8t Alexis and the other saints lived liko that.”

4 No, no; You are obeying a suggestion of the evil apirit.”

* What ie a suggestion of the evil spirit, father 17

What more was said I do not know, The good old housekeeper,
whose heart was meited by the innocent face, seanty clothes, and
bruised feet of the little fellow, got him some sopper, sod pat bhim to
bed. He fell sound asleep in a few minutes.

Meanwhile, there was great commotion at the college. Meassen-
gere were sent n hot haste alter Joseph, and they arnved at the
priest’s bouse doriog the night. The priest waa very glad to see thew,
and bis little charge was awakened, But Joseph was too sieepy to
realise the turn events had taken. He could not keep hir eyes open
and had to be carried to the conveyaace kept in waiting at the door.
His return to the collega was effected very qu etly, and next morning
he found bimself installed in the infirmary near the alter of ibe
Blessed Virgin, and this gave him great pleasure,

Bat, alas | great troubles are in store for Joseph, The informa-
tions have been drawn up against him, and the Rector, on accountot
being his uncle, ia determined to make an example of his nephew so
a8 to prevent the other boye from aepiring to imitate bin example.
During the morning he was sect for by the Rector, who put questions
to him very sternly., Joseph auswered them ahl with great simplicity,
but felt very much hart, and anawered firmly, * Wo,"" when the Bector
said it was 10 get 8 good supper and eleep in a fine bed that he went
to the priest's house. Theo came the ultimatum-—he was io be ex-
pelled from the college as being guilty of a grave breach of discipline,
and the Rector had written so to his parents. Here poor Joseph broke
down completely, He had pever looked at the matter in this light.
He speat a muiserable night, and, as he told one of the Fathers alter-
waurds, he cried so much when be thoughbt of the disgrace of heing
expelled that he fell out of bed and lay oo the floor orying and pray-
ing ta our Lord.

Fortunately, the next day the Father Proviocial called at the
college, and, on hearing the circumstaoces, interceded for Joseph,
as be felt sure none of the other boye wonld imitate bis conduct, The
senience of expulsion wae rescioded. and Joseph regarned his vsual
cheerful demeanour, The other boys, with great thoughtfulness, said
nothing to him abcut his vscapade,

As one bears and reads so much of boys roopiog away to ses, to
be busbrengere, etc,, & story of real hfe like the above comenas a
refreshing coatrast.—H.E,C, io the Australian Messengcer.



