e Zeslsnd

-

Gible

TWENTY-FIRST YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

—

Vor. XXL—No. 24.

DUNEDIN: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13. 1893,

Price 6D

Turrent Copics

AT HOME AND ABROAD,

[ — P

A CORRESPONDENT who writes to us over the

CATHOLIC  sigostare, " An Admirer of Devotion,” gives us
HEROIBM IN asome particulars of a heroie life and a heroie under-
NEW ZEALARD, taking, which should have for our readers a very
epecial interest, Ouar correspondent begins by &

reference to some details recently quoted by us, relative to the White
Siaters, foundsd by Cardinal Lavigerie, and their work in the desert.
They, ssye our correspondent, were pettled in the desert of Sahara,
and had receivedin their Hospital of Bt Elizabath a goodly number of
sick people. The accommodation bacomiog too narrow, the Bistars
could not bear to see so much misery uaaided, but epent their Inst
farthing on enlarging their buildings. Then the gaestion arose ad to
how they conld feed their sick, whose number was comsiderably
increaged, Thess brave pioneers of African civilisation, forgetling
the weakness and delicacy of their sex, armed themselves with
spades and called apon the ground to furnish thew with what they
needed, The spade, however, did not answer for all their wanta, and,
therefore, they bonght a plough, Cardinal Lavigerie bimes!f turanad
the firgt sod, and the Biaters contioued the work, not ashamed to
undertake a 1sbonr which is generally looked npon as the privilegs
snd duty of men., Our correspondent goes on to explain that heroic
work of this kind is not confined to Africs, but actoally fiade it
counterpart in New Zealand, and that, he eays, not in the parsons
of simple psasants, baving no fear of hardeming their hands, and
otherwise accustomed to labour, but in the person of a titled lady,
brought up in loxury and weslth. In the year 1861, continuea our
correapondent, there landed at Auckland a young lady, who, in her
homility, concealed her aristocratic birth, 8he wus a niece of
Moasignor Perier, Archbishop of Avigndo, aod 8 cousin of the
famoas etatesman, Casimir Perier. Bhe way descended {from
s noble family whosa escutcheon went hack to the Crueides,
Mademoigelle Baraone Aubert de Laye, more generally konown
pow s the M jher Mary Joseph Aubert, has sigonalised berself
for over 30 years in this Colooy, by an education of the highaest
order, exceptional taleats, & kaowleige slike varied and solid,
an extraordinary medical skiil, and, above all, by & boundless devo.
tion. For gver thirty years, in Auckland, in Hawkesbay, and eapeci-
ally at Jerusalem, on the Wanganui River, she has not ceased to
avish on the poor and the sick of all denominations her enlightened
oare and the aid of Ler puree, slways open to the necessitous, His
Grace, the Archbishop of Wellington, desirous of extending in his
diocese the pood done by ber, gave his approval to the wish expressad
by several of bis clergy, and csmmiseioned her to found at Jerasalem
a new Order of nuos who, under the name ol Sisters of our Lady of
Qompassion, should devole themeelves apecially to tne relief of sll
snfferers, and more particularly of those who were the most neglectad.
Our cotrespondeat explains that the first work of the new Order took
the shape of schoole for the Native children. Next Mother Mary
Joseph, whose heart was thrillad by the thoaght of the neglect from
which certain old people suffered, opened aa asylum for them. Two
blind man about 80 ysars of age, and a woman of 86 who bad been
permanently injured io a fire, formed the com.wencement of the hew
undertaking—but soon there came, to swell the number of the
sdopted family, the orphaned, the crippied, the rickety, the incarable
of all sorts. Our ¢ rresponden:. goes on to allude to the diffi zulty of
providing, without settled meang, for the needs of go many poor peﬂ.ple.
Up to the present, he adds, Mother Mary J.s2ph bas not reccived
any aid. The grester part of her * orphans ™ are of & class for whom
the Btate makes no provision, because, unfortunately for them, their
wretched parenta are alive. Mother Mary Joseph doea not think of
seading them back to corruption ani misery. St?a takes up ber
needle,—and ber spade, and, in spite of her years, in spite of a very
different training, she calls oo the gronod to give ber food for her
protegés, ' There are beggars enough ot both sexas,” she said cne
day to her nuns, '"The Protestanta round about ns need to seq
workers. If we are geatefnlly to accept the alma that charity thinks
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well to beetow on us, we muit koow how to gain our living snd that

of the membors of Christ with whom wea bave cbarged ourselves
Lat us reckon first of all or God, and alterwards on our own arme,” "
The example shown by the mother, our correspondent says, is faith.
fully followed by the daughters. It manaal labour is not prescribed
by the rule of the Sisters of Compass’on, love and zeal subject all
the nunt to it. Who, asks our aorreapondeat, would be cowardly or
fastidions (n the face of such a heroic example? * What edifiea me
above all in the Sisters of Compassion,” said s prieet who had severil
timed witnessed what goes on at Jerosalem, “ is their devotios to and
their praciice of holy poverty,' Another eye-witness added that
what astonished him most was to sge the contentment and cheerful.
ness of the Bisters in the midst of their poverty and the thonsand
sacrifices inherent in their eablime voeation. Our correspondent
rightly believed that it will be of interest to our readers and ourselves
to learn that, ag soon as the aid of the oharitable has made it possible -
for her, Mother Mary Joseph Aubert will erect a special bullding,
where she will receive ali those incurables, who, becausa of thelr-
deformities, of of the diagusting nature of their sores, or of the slight
chance of ameliorating their condition, are refused admittance else.
where, In France she made a partionlar stady of such cases st an
hoapital for incurables, Our correspondent, in conclusion, appeale for
aid towards this noble work mo repulsive to humsn nature, but sa
beantifu! in merit and in devotion before God. He proves his
sincerity by a dooation of £20, and that, as we are aware, from no
very preat income. The community, we are told, numbers eight
profeseed nune, one novice, sud three postulants. Honour, exclajme
our correspondent, snd we heartily join in bis seutiment, to these
troe spruses of Jesus Chriet ; honour, abova all, to their venerated
superioress and foundress, who has shown ua to what extreme a great
sorl can devote itself wheo it is inflsmed by the love of God and
charity towards the nrighbour. Weo need hardly say aoy more to
recommend this appeal to the sympatby of our readers. The eimple
facts narrated ara the most eloquent advocates of the great ander.
taking.

THR Adelvide Register declares that secularism in

THE FARIBAULT hie ¢olony bas been attended by most excelient
PLAN AGAIN, moral effccta, The public school teachers in SBonth
Australis, it wonid eeem, have kit npon quite a

Gospel method of giving moral instruction withont the aid of religion,
But, in fact, it may be gathered toat seculariem varies in its moral
effects with climate, In one place, it is authoritatively stated that
the criminal statistica hava improved immensely gince the system
was introduced ; ie anotber place it is shown beyond contradiction
that they bave become moch woree. And yet we should not have
thought that there was any suck marked difference betwesn the
climite of Sonth Australia and that, for exanple. of Victoris. In
the latter colony, nevertheless, we found one of the judges protestiog,
the other day, that, notwithstanding the liberal provision of educas
tion, crime among the youoger members of the population was exoess
sive. The Register takea much comfort from the lnterpretation he
places tpos the action of Monsigoor Batolli, in Americs, and thy
maeser in which he supposes him ty be eupported by the Pope,
Catholice, indeed, who ghould depend upon the viaw of the matter
given by the Register might suppose that Catholic ech:ols were to
be mupported in America by way of a harmless amusement, or for
some othar famcy purposs, They are to be sopported, he admits,
but nothing ia to be done towarde induciug Catholics to send thelr
children to them, The f.ct is, nevertheleas, that the Pope leaves the
matter in the hands o! tbe Bishops. It is for them to determine
uonder what circomstances the children masy be sent 10 secular schools.
We, it these colonier, are not especially concerned with the aotiom
of Monsignor Batolli, His Grace's mission is a special mission to
America, aod the Anstralasian colonies are not included in it—but,
if they were, the education question among us woald remain exactly
aa it ia al prement. Tbe state of the case in America was not the
same a6 that in these co'onles. We had no Faribault Plan, sach as
that whose existence, under Archbishop Ireland, led to tbe whole
controversy, Ne, nor, tbough, to all intents and porposes, thast
champion of seculariam, Sir Robert Btout, pledged himsell to the
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