
Gross boardedat ahotel in Batavia, Ten days later the hotel
w« burned to the ground. The nextmorning thebody of aman was
foundin the ruins. Itwas the body of barberGross.

Now, this is a curious thing to happen,certainly;but.is it more
than that7 Do youbelieve there is anything in the common notion
that thirteenis an unlucky number 1or that Friday is an unlucky
day of the weekt As much business is done on the 13th of the
month as on any other date, andon Friday as onany other weekday.
Tou wouldn't refuse to take thirteen eggs for a dozen ifypur grocer
insisted on it,neither do you havemorebad luck on Fridays thanon
any other day of the seven. No, no, it's all humbug and nonsense.
Barber Gross's superstitionbad nothing under the sun todo with his
death. Besides, he dined as one of fourteen persons,not thirteen.
Don'tbe silly.

Understand this:Nature indulges in no senseless tricks. She
kills men without hesitation for violating tbe l»ws of life, but not
for assembling in groups of thirteen at dinner. Here wehave a man
who says be wasafraid toeat. Why, in Mercy's n»me, washe afraid
to eat ? Had he, too, some idle and foolish stuff in bis head about
bad luck T Nota bit. He'd been glad enough to have eaten in a
thirteenparty on Friday if tb« dinner would only havestayed on his
stomach and digested after he got it down. But it wouldu'c, and
his fear grew out of that.

He saye,"Ibad a fnloezs and tightness at the chest after meals,
and such a dizziness wouldseize me that 1could scarcely see. This
waain the spring of 1887. Ifelt tired, dull,and heavy, with a sink-
ing sensation at the stomach. My appetite was variable,and I
didn't know what to eat. In fact nothing seemed tosuit me. There
waea feeling of weight and pain over the eyes and at the back of
my bead. 1became very weak,andit was withdiffioulty thatIkept
on witb my work. In this wayIcontinued for twelve month?,
during which time Isaw a doctor, and took various medicines;but
none of themdid mo any good, and Igrow worse. InJune, 1888,
Ireadin theDarlington Times about a person who hadbeen handled
just asIwas,and had been cured by a medicine called Mother
Seigel's Curative Syrup. On the strengthof this Igota bottle from
my brother, William Teasdale, grocer,Copley lane, andbegan taking
it. Ina short time allpain leftme,andIwasable toeatanddigesc
my food, and have since been well and strong. Istill taks the
Syrup occasionally, andif 1feel any signs of my old complaint, a
dose or two seta meright, lam a collier, and have worked at the
Woodland Colliery for over ten years. If you think the publication
of this letter might be of use to others, you areat liberty to make
use of it.— Yours truly,

(Signed) Joseph Teasdale.
Copley, Butterknowle, Durban,November 5, 1801.
Now that Mr Teaadale is cured of bis ailment, indigestion and

dyspepsia, be would probably not refuse an invitation to dine with
twelveother nice people any day. And insuch case westand ready
toguarantee that noneof tbe party will die within a week,especially
if they all take a dose of Seigel'a Syrup immediately ou rising from
the table.

Book-keepingby double entry. C>ndensedandsimplified. Only
a journal and ledger required. His Honour Judge Kettlewrites :—:

—
"It is just what is wanted, andevery trader should have a copy."
Tne Otago Witness says :— "The instructionsgiven areso simple,and
yetsoample, that the veriest tyro couldhaveuo d fficulty to fallowing
them." May be obtained of all bookselleis, piice Is 6d, or direct
from the author, f.G. De Renzy, P.O. Box 444, Auckland, fox a
postalnoteof tbe same value.

.Tasmania ... ... o.a
England and Walei ... 6.9
Scotland ... ... 4 0
Ireland ... ... 1.7

Evidently tte colonies think suicide tbe best way of avoiding"consequences."
But oneof tbebeet testsof acountry's growthin morality is the

rateof illegitimacy. Hayter (p. 808) gives :—
Illegitimate births toevery 100 childrenbora,1881-88.

Scotland ... ... 8.5
England M. ... 4 9
NewSouth Wales ... ... 4.4
Victoria ... ... 4.3
Tasmania ... ... 4.1
Queensland ... ... 88
Heir Zealand ... ... 2.6
Ireland ... ... 25

Hepe theeolonieeshow np, well;bat whilein the United Kng>
do*the rate keepsabout the fame from year to year,unfortunately
|neachcolony except Tasmaniait has steadily increased from 1872
to18**, tnni:—

New South Wale*... ... 4.03 to S 33
Victoria 2,99 „ 4.98
Qoeeftksland 2.92 „ 4.68
Tasmania 4.40 „ 4.00
New Zealand ... ... 1.42 „ 3.32
South Australia ... ... 2.26 „ 2.47

Bo that we are forging ahead. Mr Whetter avoids these facts ;aod
why didhe thanIrelandinbiipaper1 This country topsthe lot in
its"memory tor oonsequences,"but its educationisentirely opposite
to thatadvocatedbyMr Whetter. All through it will be noticed that
Tasmania,irrespectiveofitebeingaconvictsettlement,has an excel*
lentrecord. Strangs to say,this is the only colony thatpractically
maintainsdenotttlnationalism.

Till Australasia reverses these tables, it is fruitless to argue
ahont the moral effects of secular education. Iyield to no one in
my admiration for what ithas accomplished;but surely the addition
of moral culture would strengthen it. How can that be called a
■ationalsystemof educationthat excludes themost national element
of all in the production of character and conduct. Mr Wbetter's
explanationof the scientific law of cause and effect is another worn
out view of the Christian precept "As ye sow so shall ye reap."
Bat are we sowing the seedß of righteousness— that whichexalts a
nation ? Will Itarning the three E's or ascientificeducationdoit t
Mo, emphaticallyI Ttyey merely stimulate the intellect, and have
no connection with quesiions of purity, reverence,resignation, holi-
ness,sympathy, aelf-«acriflce, humility, patiencr, etc., which cannot
be taught properly without the introductionof religion. Children
have (1) A physical,(2)an intellectual,and(3) a spiritual nature.
We providefor the first two,but ignore tbe most important as if it
had no existence. Children cannot rise bigber than their teaching
any moie than a-atuam can rise higoer than its source. How can
we expect them toresist tbe secret and other temptations that beset
them wbsn we let their conscience rust t We might as well txpect
anatrophied limb tosuddenly jump into healthy, vigorous action.
Ihave no patience with thosewho say that the Btate baa no

right to teaob religion, bo long as religion is the basis of morale
and the Bute expects the riding gsneration to be moral and upright
it must give religion! teaching. But Mr Whetter says you can
make children moral by giving their brain, nerves,and muscles, a
k*ea memory for pain and pleasurei Of all theories this is the moat
impracticable. Lots of things give pleasure that are decidedly
immoral,and vicevertm. Look at theself-denial and painand Buffer-
ing that a mother undergoes for the sake of her wayward boy, and
ttte sufferings of those who give their lives for others. Indeed,we
often nee the most exquisite pain allied to the sublimest moral
achievements. Moreover, pleasure to one person is displeasure to
another. One likes alcoholic liquorsin moderation, and never seems
to suffer, while another would is soon think of taking poison, Mr
Whetter says nothing about this. Will he furnish a catechism of
what produces pain and what pleasure? What is bustandard of
appeal1 I'm afraidit is in the landof chaos.

Nothingbut arigid application of deep religiousconvictions to
"very-daylife willforce morality higher and higher. The contrary
It true lo proportionai religion is thrown overboard. To prevent
Instruction frombecominga weaponin (hebandsof crimeweshould
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give a larger share to moral and astbetic than to intellectualand
scientific educa ion. The utilitarian eohool decreases the moral
spirit in childrenby robbing them of the power of doing good for
itsown sake. Hence the utility of Christian teaching in theprssent
state of the human mind. Teachers like Mr Whetter should
welcomeit as an aidin cultivating the "plastic nerve matter

"
of

the child-like mind, and thus producea morerefinedandcultivated
memory for consequences than can be done under the present
rigime.—l am,etc., Joseph Braithwaite.

Dnnedin, August 22.

WAS JACOB GROSS A FOOL!

"Ican'tmake oneof aparty of thirteen," he exclaimed;"someof
as willbe sure todie withina week."

ThntfspokebarberJacobGrow, ofBatavi*,on the12thofNovem-
ber last. The occasion was a dinnerparty. When the guest*were
allseatedGross noticed that there were thirteen at table.

The others tried to laugh him oat of bis superstition,but he
insisted thathe would not eat as oneof the company ofthirteen. A
fourteenthguest was therefore added to the number."Now we're safe," MidGross, and the festivitiesproceeded.
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I^lliiaS!^f^ali^l The Ch€a?eßt Cycle & SewinS Machine Dspot in X.Z.
VVm \^»r Sowing Machine Repair* oxeoated by a mechanic of 20 years'experience. The
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