
No doubt the number of convictions all roundhave decreased,
bat this does not prove a relative decrease incrime and immorality.
Besides, other factorshave been at work:

1. Mereintellectualism makespeoplemorecunning, and, though
they may be morally guilty of all the crimes in the Decalogue, it
enables them toescape the poliosman'sclutches.

2. Lessening tbe honrs of labour has withdrawn thousands from
vicious surroundings andthrown them moreinto their wives' and
children's company.

L- 3, The moral influences of Christianity, in so far as they have a
boldupon thenation'sco Krncp,arestill inpower for good.

4. The temperanoecrusade,led and sustained almost wholly by
religious menand women, has decreased the number of drunkards,
and thereforeof convictions.
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peiioosuggested that as tbesons anddaughters of Siger are amongst
themost gifted patriotsin the country just now,itmight be discreet
to forgive them offences nearly ten centuries old. lam rejoiced

flo say a compromise was arrived at by which, if tbe learned doc or
will undertake to translate some of the mostcharacteristicof tbe
Scandinavian sagas for the new Irish library, and make us better
acquainted generally with the Norse literature, so far as it relates
to Ireland, his punishment mast be postponed, and perhaps alto-
gether remitted. There is another nation with whom oar quarrel
was more recent, more bitter, and more prolonged, but it would
be genuine wisdom tomake peace irith them alsoif they will letjus.
The memory of wrongs which areperpetuated and renewed cannot
be forgotten;bat,while no man knows better thanIdo how just
are oar complaints and bow terrible the memories they evoke, I
affirm that the best Irishmen are preparedtoto eorde to forget and
forgive thepast, if its policiesand practices are never to reappear-
The rulesof this society forbid me to speakof later quarrels, whether
international or internecine;but surely no people ever were more
emphatically exhorted by the circumstances in which they stand, to
close their ranks and end their feuds. Our efforts here,Itrust, indi-
rectly promote that end. If Iwere toexpress inone phrase the aim
of this society and of kindred societies, andof the literary revival of
whichIhavebeen apeaking, it is tobegin anotherdeliberate attempt

knowledgeamong them, and lay its foundations deep and sure ; to
strengthen their convictions and enlarge their horizon, and to tend
the fltme of National pride, which, with sincerity of purpose and
fervour of soul, constitute themotive power of great enterprises. It

tomake of our Celtic people all they are fit to become— to increase

is a difficult task, bat not an impossible one, if the right menare
ready toundertake it. Oneof thekeenest intellects of tbe eighteenth
century declared that the world is ruled by books and booklets. A
single song, tradition affirms, won the English Revolution for William
of Nassau ;one little volume, critics assure ns, routedfilth and lazi-
ness out of the farmhouses of Scotland;a small collection of Benja-
min Franklin's essays has given the American character its most
ineradicable habits. And in our own day intellectual enterprises
hava not been unfruitful of results. Early in this century the
philosopher Aragoorganised a literary propaganda in Paris, before
which Louis Phillip© in ths end vanished like a spectre. Dr New-
man and a few of his friends inOxford attacked tha Puritanism of
the English Church with results with which we are all familiar.
One or two Westminster reviewers and two or three Manchester
manufacturers reversed tbe commercial policy of England in less
thana dozen years. Donot be deterredby tbe manifest difficulties
of tbe task. The task is difficult but noble, for itis better tohave
tbe teaching of a people thao the governing of them. Nor shall such
a task lack its fi ting reward, for labourand sacrifice in a generous
causeareamong tbekeenest enjoyments given t> maa.

EDUCATION AND CRIME.

Bat all the belt criminal specialistscontradict Mr Whetter, and
say that crime and immorality are increasing. For instaoce

|Havelock Ellis, in " The Criminal" (p. 295) nyi: " The
levelof criminality, itis wellknown,is rising throughout the civilised
world." WilliamDouglas Morrison (of H. M.Prison, Wandsworth)
inhis book "

Crime and its causes"(p. 135),says that Mr fioland P*
Faulkner demonstratedbefore the American Statistical Association
that the native-bornAmericans committed more crime than thepoor
and more uneducated foreign-born population in America, which
does not ssy much for tbemore cultivated

"
brain matter

"
of the

former. And what about the more cultivated people of France,
where arabid system of secular education exists? On page 13 of the
same book M.HenriJolly " estimates that crime has increased 183
per cent., and thatit is steadily rising." Really, France had better
make peace with the Jesuits again. And look at tbe exceedingly
refined "plastic nerve matter tendenices" of the better educated
portion of ourVictoriancousins, who were responsiblefor the teething
mass of politicaland commercial rascality there. Andin theUnited
States Messrs A. D. Wells and Howard Wines, eminent criminal
specialists, say in "Recent Economic Changes" (p. 345), that"crime is increasing faster than the growth of population." And
Dr Mischler, of Vienna, and Professor VonLizt, of Marburg, say
that " fifteen million of persons have been convictedby the German
criminal courts within the last ten years, and tbe outlook for the
future is sombre in the last degree" (pp. 12and 13, "Crime andIts
Causes.")

America is a striking contradition of the assertion that as
religion gets divorced from edncation crime decreases. Alex
Winter, F.S.S., in

"
The Elmira Reformatory," shows (p. 6) an

enormonsincrease of criminals andoffenders against the law in the
United States thus :

Proportionof prisonersper 1,000,00 inhabitants.
In1850 ... ... 290 prisoners
In1860 ... ... 607 „
In1870 853 „
In1880 , 1,169 „

or an increase of 400 per cent, in thirty years!
" But the Unite

Sates is tbe dumping ground for the|riff-raff of Europe." Not so.
1have already shown that the native-born Americans commit the
most crime. Beside?, it is generally the best conducted and most
energetic and adventurous spirits that corns from Europe with a
laudable desire to better their prospects.

Iwill now show that there are more crime and immorality in
Australasia than at Home, notwithstanding Mr Wbetter's inference
that the average"nerve matter" of colonials is more sensitive to' consequences" than tbe race from which we sprang. But as Mr
Whetter'a tables are all at sea, let us take the serious crimes dealt
with by Buperior Courts from the 'Tasmauian Official Record

'
for

1892 (p. 408), a most reliable publication, to be Been in oar
AtheDseum:

—
Proportion of serious crimes dealt with by superior courts—average

for last five years. Committed for trialper 10,000 persons.
Western Australia ... ... 24 9
Queensland ... ... ... 14*8
New South Wales ... ... 148
New Zealand... ... ... 91
Victoria ... ... ... 8 8
SouthAustralia ... ... 74
Tasmania ... ... ... 69
Scotland ... ... ... 5-9
Ireland ... ... ... 5 0
England and Wales ... ... 4 6

This table shows that the
"

keenest memory for consequences
"

exists
where denominationaUem and religious teaching and not where

secularism exis's. Ifa "man's moral character dependslargely upon
the physical condition of his thinking machinery—the brain,"how
is it that our more highly educated colonials do not show better
results? But let me fortify my facts. Itake tbe following from
Hayter's 'Victorian Year Book,11810-91(p.401) :—

Deaths from violence of all kinds during a series of years.
Proportionper 100,000 living.

Queensland ... ... ... 1638
Western Australia ... ... 161*7
New South Wales ... ... 1117
New Zealand... ... ... 957
Victoria ... ... ... 946
England and Wales ... ... 757
Tasmania ... ... ... 745
South Australia ... ... 742
Scotland ... ... ... 72*0
Ireland ... ... ... 391

Here again the balance is largely against Australasia. Then
take the deaths from suicide on tha samepage:—
Proportionper 100,000 living of deaths from suicide daring a tsries

of years.
Queensland ... ... 13.5
Victoria ... ... 11.0
Western Australia ... ... 9 2
New South Wales ... ... 9.3
New Zealand ... ... 9.0
South Australia ... ... 8,9

(To the editor of the Evening Star.)
Sib,— Inhis paper on"Education and Crime

"
Mr Whetter tries to

"how that g >dlees
—

inother words, a secular— system produces tbe
thehighest morality. Isay

" godless
"

because "secular" pertains
to things temporal and worldly, not spiritual or holy. No teacher
has aright to give a child a moral lesson. Tbe Education Act Bays
th« teaching must be

"
secular." Anyhow,Iwill prove thatmorality

cannot be taught without religion. To be consistent, like France
and Victoria, weought toexclude the word

"
God

"
from our school

books. That wehave not doneit shows that Christianity still influ-
ences ns.

Mr Whetter'i tables, for the comparison of crime, are unreliable.
Nearly all of them ara based opon "convictions

"
only, and include

minor offences. Now, convictions are much more difficult to obain
in. tomecountries thaninothers,and whatmay be considered aminor
offence in one country may not be so in another. Hence all
criminal experts take as the fairest teat the number of charges
respecting serious crimes that are viewed alike in all countries. Tbe
absurdity of Mr Wbetter's test is evident when we think that the
Susie person convicted (Bay) forty times for drunkenness

—
which is

no crime
—

would count thirty-nine times more in thepolice records,
and therefore in his tables,than one who committedmurder I
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