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German Emperor for the passing of his Army Bill—and let us note, he-
rides, thecontrast, on which M Belioc hae paseingly touched, between
the good will with which the French people support their military
burden and tbe straggle necessary to sustamn theirs on the people of
Germany, Let us hope, in conclaeion, that whoever the enemy may
be the army of Kngland, erther independently or in alliance, may
not be identified with them. The misunderatandiog about Biam
will, we trust, be peaceably settled. The probabilities of the matter
ars infinitely preferable to its possibilities,

AND is that all that philosophy is good for! But
ptill, we muet admit that the New Laberaiism leaves
to its adherents—even to their leader—a very fall
freedom of the individval, Nothing, for example:
could be more free than the manner in wbich last week, Bir Robert
Btout replied to the attack made on him by Mr Fish. Mr Fish»
indeed, aa1d saveral nasty thiogs. He brought against 8ir Bobert, to
&l inteats and purposes, a charge of influenciog the Goveroment to
awivdle certain creditors in order that he hirsself might be saved
from ipcurring any loss, The cass was that of the Fernhill railway,
The mine congected with the railway, Mr Fish said, was, in fact,
owned by Sir Bobert Btont—who had first instigated the commis-
sioners to take possession of the line, and had now, also through the
commissioners, induced the Government to revest the company with
it—making no provision for the paymant of debts due to cther people,
Mr Figh added th:t 8ir Robert Stout was generally in the habit of
employing go-betweens to do things with which he foucd faunlt, But
we might nave thought that this opportunity was one on which 8ir
Bobert Stout wonld pladly seize to give to the Colony, and indeed to
the world at large, to which, as we know, be is 8o anxions to afford a
much needed example, a pattern of philosophical forbearance, and
calm dignity of repudiation, He did nothing of the sort. On the
contrary, a8 we have eaid, he availed himself of all the freedom which
the New liberaliam leaves in the hands of the individeal, He in
turn, sttacked Mr Fieh, and discharged in that genlleman's face
every accusation of cracked dealing that had been brought agaiust him
throughout his public career. It 18 not our business to pass aoy judg*
ment in tbe case, We may possibly couaclude, that, as 18 common
when there is a quarrel, there were faulta on both eides, Meantime
it remains for us, hke M, JSourdain on & somewhat similar occasion,
toaxclaim in tones ol chastened remoastranc: and surprise, * Monsiear
le philesophe !’ We may add that rumours are about to the effect
that Bir Bobert is bent, if not on a complete overthiow of the
Government at leset or a reconstruction of the Cabinet., We may
conclude, in short, that the New Liberalism leaves also to ite adhe-
rents, and especially to ita leader, a frecdom to consult closely for the
interests of number one, ~The scene betwezn Mr Figh and Sir Bobert
Stoant was not the only rompas that during the week conferred a par.
ticnlar liveliness on the Hovse. There was also an outbresk on the
part of Mr T. Mackeozie. Mr Mackenzie fell foul of the Govern-
ment with respect to the works at Catiing, where, he declared, he
had foaad it impossible te obtsin employment for
needy men. He sccuged the Ministry of making use of the co-opern-
tive Bystem to promote the :interests of party, and of reserving
employment for thoss alone who were of the right colour.  Mr Earn-
shaw, who, by the way, seems vot diginclined to do a littie dirty werk
in seconding 1he iotention attmibated to Bir Bobert Stout of at least
ousting the present FPremier, partly sided with Mr Mackuenzie, and
aditted that there was some jusbiee 1n his charge, The hoon Mem-
ber, took the cpportunity of speaking a word or two in his own
favour, He depied that the right colour had anytling to do with
the mna ter. He himse £, for example, he said, had found emplo;-
ment for men who had voted agaiost bim and wao would do s> again.
The tow culminated in A rcene 1o which Mr Mackorzie accused the
Minister for Labour cf telling an ontrath, and recommending bim to
show a little more decency. Mr Rollesten finally persuaded the
irate Member for the Clutha to coul down snd withdraw hie offensive
words,

M= Bhera, it seems, distinguished himeelf in the Finaocial
debata by u very emart gpeech, 1n which be eriticised hon Members
generally in aoything rather then B complimentary manner. Mr
Shera, however, appests to share the inconsistency that, siranga to
say, is everywhere a chiracteristic of the Liberal workingman. The
whole position of this party 18 based on a commurity of 1pterests, on
a universal brotherhood, and yet, not Mayfair, not the Faubourg
Saint Germain, ig, in its particelar way, more exclosive or jointly
monopolistic, Mr Bhera's contention wase for the particular 1nterests
of the North  We, nevertheless, are guite willing to make a com-
promise with him. He complaius tbat every Minister hails from the
South, Let bim. then, take r B: bert 8t ut and elect him for a
Nortbern covstituency at the approsching election, Ft may be
doubtel whether Sir Robert, if be were to oust Mr Seddon, would
retain bis popularily on tte West (o,  Pusmbly, indeed, the inten,
tion of dotog eo with which he 18 aceredited, might prove a bindrance
to bie being again retorned there,  In the South, mach as we admre
Bir Robert and fond se we are of hin | 1t 18 alao doubtful ag tv whether
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he would be returoed. We are used to bim, and therefore not now
80 much sffected by that brilliant philosopbic strain, which, on the
privciple emne ignotum pro magnifico, so toock the House by storm
the other day. Mr Fish, ae we see, thoogh bardly understanding
more than cther Members, remained nndazzled. All the diffienlty
would be polved by their taking Sir Robert up to Auckland and
electing bim there. Every one must admit, besides, that it would be
mwuch prettier for bim to kick Mr SBeddoo ont from s different stasd-
ing point then that which he cccapies at present, and on which many
frienda of the Premier and the Oabizet were so eager and did sc
much to place him, *1f the North bad not been vanquished by the
Bouth, why ware its representatives expected to bow down their
decks under the yoke of Sonthero supremacy ! 8o ingnired Mr
Bhera a8 reported by the caorrespondent of the Ofage Daily Times,
But, there, we offer them the choicest firstling of our flock. What
more can they desire! To Bir Bobert Btout, in whose heart the
universai brotherhood is no vain sentiment, all constituencies are
neceesarily alike and cardinal points are indifferent.—Mr Ward's
reply to the critice of his Statement appears to have been in every
respect sufficient, Indeed, he very fully brought out the weskoess
and querulougoess of their fanlt-finding. On that disputed matter of
the surplus, too, be ppoke in a maoner to reaseure ns, But, in fact,
Mr Rolleston had admitted that the surplus was real. The only
qualification he made was that it waa an accident. They, howerer,
tell us that it is always the unexpected that happens, and, even if
they exaggerate, it very often is so. Therefore we may bope for a
bke casualty next year. Mr Rolleston, meantime, complaing that
tha winding up of the Financial debate was brought about anfairly
and in a manner that * jockeyed " several membera of the Opposition
out of their opportapity to speak. But if, as scemas almost certainly
the cace, these Members had nothing better to say than had those of
their party who bad spoken, they may be congratulated on Ah escaps
from making a display of their emptioess, and the country bas gained
something by way of a saving of time,—~Mr Taipus, representative of
the Western Maories, gives warning that, if surveying of Nstive
lands be continued as it goes on at preeent, serions trouble may be
the result,

The righteoue soul of Mr W, Hutchison is vexed because of the
sum of money that leaves the Colony, with the hazardous destiny of
supporting Tatlersall's sweeps at Bydney. He has consequently
applied to the Hon Mr Ward for a Grabhamisation of letters eo
addressed, Mr Ward, however, declines to do anything in the
matter. Aod, indeed, oui bono? whatb better use wonld gemblers
make of the money restored to them? How wounld it do, meantime,
to pass an Act canfiseating to charitable uses the money ao devoted t
But then Tattersall, no donbt, would invent am alins. We are
bardly as yet arrived at that piteh of perfection in moral legislation
when it will be possible to appeint a general postal censor at every
post office, muthorised to open at will every letter and dispose of it as
the pubiic good seems to him to demand. Times, however, are
advancing, and, although, as we have said, the New Liberalism leaves
to every man u Ifnlness of individusl freedom, it provides alse for a
interference of ihe Slaie o bie affuirs, The gear fntare, therefore,
may bring fortb all that is requisite. Buf{ Mr W. Hntchison's
righteousness seems generally on the gui vive, Wae learn, again, from
the Ctage Daily Times that it (s bis intention to propose a clause in
the Educativn Aet Amendment Bill, to permit of Bible-reading in
the pubhe schools.  The clause in to the effect that, on the reguisi-
tion of 20 parents or guardians of pupils, a school committee shall
permit of the reading in guestion, with or withont comment—~" Pro-
viced,” and bere im where the room lor doubt occurs, “ the re-
quisicniste appoint a suitable person for the purpose, and provide a
tund for the payment of his servicea and other expenses, and appoint
a committes of five to act in eonjunction with the achool committee,”
I it, then, Mr Hotchison's desire ' to ran with the bare snd bont
with the hounds,” ae the old eaying is7 The accommedatiog natara
of the h 'm Member is well known, Dces he mean to coneiliate the
Evangelical by the measure, and to conciliste the seculariat by making
it jinoperative? In any case those 20 parents or guardiana will not
make themselves uccountable for one penny. They wili have Bible-
reading, and Bible-teaching if they can get them for nothing, but ae
to paying for them, that iz another matter altogetber, The case 1#
oge in which the ** Word " must be given to them literally without
meney and without price, Mr Hutchison's righteonsness, then, may,
perbaps, be taken as tendiog, not quite inconsistently with the bon
Member's general reputaticn, to cheat the devil in the dark.

THE refusgal of the Auckland Board of Edueation

BIGOTRY AND to accede to the request of the Most Rev Dr Lack,
INSOLENCE. that they shounld suthorise the inepection by their
inspectora of the Catholic scboole is possibly only

what might be expected by any one acquainted with the charscter of
the Boalu's members, For our own part, we had koown nothing
whatever about the gentlemen 1o quesiion, The report of their meet-
1ng, however, a8 given by the New Zealand Herald of July 10, ie
quite suficient to place us au courant of their general dieposition.



