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thets peopls explained away thz Fact that every second of cur lives !
Yersons in morality wore being tanght as in ths school of Nature—a
school, too, whose discipline was certmnly not godless, for tha
Creator Himself wes tho founder therecf.” WNevertheless, wa were
the other day intredaced tc a pupil of the schaol, n man who had
wpent a great partof his hite in a study of the conrse and warka of Nature
in the forests of Africa—a hunter to whise experiences we referred
algo in a late issue—and he, for example, had derived from the
lessons be had received the convictions of a profound peesimism,
‘Why shou!d other pupils necessarily fare better than he? Mr Whetter,
bowever, holds denominationalists in eupreme ocontempt, Ha
denias that they have a knowledge even of what morality easant:ally 18,
He himself, meantime, knows all about it, as perlaps we might
expect, * Morality, it had been said, was the art, or science, of con-
sequences—actions being good ar bad saccording to the goodness or
badoess of their resulte.” Let us do evil then that pood way come,
for the end justifies the means. Btill it must ba ackaowledged
that our dominie bas some notion of how to go about it in a profes-
sionnl way, * If they would make a child moral they must give his
brain, his nerves, and tis muscles a keen memory for pain and plea-
sure, for by these two things would his moral course be directed.”
Decidedly lot his morala be impressed through the medium of his
nerves and muscles, Great indeed are the virtues of the tawse—and
most effectual no doubt the efforta of a dominis believing as Mr
Whetter says he believes, that * in order to be moral & man muat calti-
vate a keen memory for consequences,”  Mr Whaetter,” the report
tellacs, ¥ proceeded to quote largely from New Zealand atatiatics with
a view of showing that crime had decreased since the present syatem
of education was initiated.” It would be interesting tn learn if, for
instance, he added to his diminished gquotations the decreased birth.
rate of the colony, with the particular significance attached to it?
Another “‘drep”’ into philosophy conclotel tha papar—a ** drop ™ e0
deep that we hesitate to follow it, lest, like the author, we should get
ent of our depth and flonnder in the sloagh of the incomprahensible,
But, ws say again, Mr Davidgon i a gentleman easy to satisty, and
eke of a sapguine spirit. ‘A gusrdian of our national eystem of

meuniaio and showed him the splendoura of the earth; but the
ircorraptible soul of the eternally young man of the Vatican deapised
the gifts and distrusted the promises, He has cmhraer d for ever ' the
cavse of the insulted and tbe Lumiliated,” in the languaga of
Postoieffsky, the cause of the future democracy, progress and liberty.
The siruggle batween the Cburch and the Empire was renewsd in
Rume, and was decided iu s low woments, Tle tina wee uob lowered
before the sceptre.”

Wera and romoure of wara are still charactesistics of vor age of
peace. But whether anytbing more serious is to come of the exigting
quarrel between the Fremch and the Biamese it is not eagy to eay.
1he probabilitied mey be that the matter wili spread no furtber,
There are, however, at the same tims possibilities that a good deal
more may come of it. There are, for example, several points on
which ¥rance has been for some time eore agsinst England. There
are queslions relative to Egypt, Newloundiand, and Madageecsar, ss
woll as 1o Biam iteelf, on which French feeling bas been irritated.
Neither country, besides, can affurd the least sact.fice of prestige in
any part of the Kast. There is a tecdescy towarda an alliacce be-
tween China snd 8iam—a tendency, alen, towards hostility between
China and Ruseis, and there is sn ailiance actuslly formed, if we may
believe ramour, between Russia and Franca, Duting the visit of the
Emperor William to Romes, indeed, tbis alliance waes nnderstood to
ba jindirectly but rather defiantly proclaimed n his Majzsty's pre=-
sence, The occurrance took place at a dinner at the palace of tha
Quirinal, where King Humbert bad made a speech, welcoming hia
Imperial vigitors, The King spoke in French, but the Emperor sig-
nificintly replied in Germau, The Iull that rnsued was broken by
the voice of the Russian ambassador, who to k up his ylase, with a
bow to the wife of the French ambassador, * Madame,” he said, ¥ [
drik to your great country,”—What, thercfore, may come out of all
thig 1t is hard to say. There are, however, a8 we see, many points on
which sinister resnlts are not impossible.

It the majority of the sehool committer at Westport are virtuous
in no other respect, they are at least consistent They evidently do
not helieve in dilating the godless system which tiey administer
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sdueation,” &3 he calls Mr Whoeoter, basing his sysem of morals, ag |
Mr Whetter does, on a * keen memnry for coneequences,” :a & cheap
enough sort of champion, and the fight for denominationaiism wost
needs be feeble that conld be overcoma by figures quite incapable of
proving the point at iseue.

BPECULATION a8 to the recent visit paid by the

ODDS AND ENDS, Emperor William to the Pope still contiooes rife,
What was manifest from ihe first was that the

Emperor went to Rome merely making vee as a pretext of the oele-
bration of the silver wcddiog, but wih the true object of having a
personal interview with the Pope. Everything was dooe by bim to
give distinction to his visit, Srate carriages bal even been brought
from Germany expressly for the purpese, and no outward acknow-
ledgment of the Pope's sovercign standing was omitied, It is, never-
theless, geoerally agiezd thatthe Emperor'’s intention was not that of
segking the interference of his Hohness in any question relating
intermally to Germany —rot even 1m that of t'e Army Bil on whose
paesing he was so intent. Tke conclosion arlived 8¢ 10 ceriain pos-
Catholic guarters that are sceredited with especial reliabiiity is that
theobject was to obtain the supportof Lthe Pope for Monarchy asopp sed
to Bepoblicanism and to appes! to the Papacy as a great conservative
forca. The Pope, however, we are loid, remained s cadfast, rofueing
trﬁﬁdge bimself to the suj port of any particalsr form of povern-
meot ot to oppose any hindrance to the growth of democidalic institn-
tions. As a further proof of the Emperor's design hig extreme
deference to Cardiial Ledo. howeki, the distinguia® ed vietim of tLhe
May Laws, but now the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda, ia aited.
The object of thie i said to bave Leem the nducement of his
Emiuvence to aid in nederminiog tbe influencs of Fraoce in the East
where, as id well known, the m:a.lons uader her protecticn give her
an exceptional advantags. An additwonal glory in fact, is geid to
have been reflecled on 1he sugost prieoper of the Vatican as a
result of the Ymperia! vi-it, Surrcunded «s he was by the strength of
~the Triple Alliance ha turned away resolutelg from the temptations

i A tu the refusal of the enmmittee, we fancy 1t was illegali,

JL _ME%;AY, Proprietor.

with a little colourlera pretence of telipion,  ‘Ihey have refuved tha

uge of their schol-house to certain miuiaters an ! teachers request-

ing permission to give religinue instruction there after school hours.

But what wo should 1ika to inquire is, why, if “*all seriptare is given

by ingpiration of God,” a5 doubtless tbewe teachers and ministers

adwit, thoy are never heless authorised to pick and choose as to

particnlar pessages for teaching purposes, For balf-an-bour, once &

week, these miniaters and teachers would teach the * Lord's Prayer

the Beatitndes, and 1he ten commandments, one or two of the better

known Psalms, and gne of the Gospels, together with certaio lives
from tha Old Testament,” DBut what shou!d ditermine the selection
or wheie is the authority for it? It must be admitted, however, 1hat
an extreme modesty is shown with regard to time. * Bibie-reading

and ¢xplanation, prayer and hymn singing,” all 1z ha)f an bour once

s week | Could any body of religions men posably aspire to lees 7
They could bardly get the burden more brirfly off their conseiences,

Bat
that 13 neuther here nor there. As the admimistrators of a godiess
system they acted consistelly, and we should not be surprieed 1f their

repiy afforded something Liko a relief to their rev and pious peti-
t-oners, Possibly the majonity of ihe commitiee are right as well as

consistent.  Op:n godlessness, at least, 18 more honest than a
pretenez of piety,

Our contemporary tha Sewthland Nz ee's the probibitionis's
at defiance w1 L regard to the state of thiuge o North Invercar-
gili. Notwithatanding the withha!dicg of licences, he gives us to
understand the depravity of man still continues to be manifesied 1n
the borongh. There are larnxiniem aad sly-grog selling—and rather
an increase cf drunkeuness, Last, though perbaps not least, the
local rates have becn rawged 61 ip the pound. As to a case men-
tioned by cur ceatemporary,in whick a widow lady who bad paid
£800 for a hotel, was obliged to sell the hounse for £250, it bhardly
seems  pertinent, At least, the chari'able prohibionist would
probably argue that it gerved her right. It should be disappoint-
ing, meantime, to find that probitionists bad not the power te

offered by its head, * The tempter {ransported the Pontiff npon the
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reforma the world to which, a2 & genersl rule, they pretend. Bat if
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