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the feelings of the entire people of this country in regard to Lord
snd Lady Aberdeen, whom in their name we wish every success and
happiness in tbe high estate which they are about to adorn,

L&DY WHITTINGHAM'S DIAMOND BRACELET.

————

(From Varity Fawr.)

QUITE a large crowd had gathered outside onme of the houses in
Groavenor place, And, in apite of the cold wind and rainy weather,
it walched with considersble interist the wealth of beauty aud
fashion ms it alighted from all maoner of carriages and hurried up
the covered stepa towards the light and warmth within. It was Mrs
Wynton’s first dance of the seamon ; and sicce her davces were mueh
thought of, and her iovitations songht after, they were always
immense auccesser.

Bomewhat late in arriving were Lord arcd Lady Whittingham,
who were a particalariy interesting coaple just at this time, Lord
Whittingham, & man of great wealth, with eatater 1n three counties
and a moor in Scotland, had somewhat astonished the world by
marryisg a lady of whom nobody bad ever heard. It was quite a
romantic affair, He bad koown her lopg before he came into his
possessions ; had made an offer which sbe accepted, but which her
fatber peremptorily refused, becawse, 1t is said, he had in view a
more wealthy spitor., When Lord Whittinghem asked again, bow-
evar, with all the glory of his weslth to back him up, the father said
" Yes " with consiJderable alacrity,

Lord and Lady Whittinghsm bhad been abroad since their wed-
ding soms eix months ago, and to-night was ome of their first
appearanc:s in Loondon, A9 wmany people hid never seen Lady
Whittingham, they wera anxtous o know her and judge for them.
selveg 1f the reporte of her beauty were correct or greatly exag-
gerated, Of course when sbe was sean opinions varied. The ladies
who had passed the envious age, and the men, came to the con-
clasicn thar report had been too faint in her praise, The ladies
who now considered themuaelves the beanties and leaders of fashion
thought Lhat rumour had been too kind, and found many faults with
Lady Whitlingham,

Judged without prejodice, there ia littie doubt thet she was the
most atiractive woman in Mrs Wynton s rooms that eveming,  Dark,
tall, stately, with grece befitting a queen, she was a woman bora to
be admired, yet so simple and charming withal tbat for every one,
no matter what their tamperament, she bad a charm. She wore little
jiwellery beyond a very handscme diamond bruacelet, one of her
busband's wedding gifts,

Lord Whittingham w.e standiog in & corper of cone of the rooms
talking to two or three friends who wers congratulatiog bim when
s acrvant entered and band«d bhim a card.

“John Jeflerson!’ he mauttered, glancing at it,
him-=never heard of him. Where is he I he asked,

W In the hbrary, my Lord.”

“ [ wiil come, You ll execnse me for a moment,” he said, tura
ing to his companions.

In the hibrary he tound an naknown man in evening dress,

“Lord Whittingbam, [ presume I the stranger said, advancing.

“Fuatis my ame.”

The other pmnled and shragged his shoulders slightly,

“You do not koow me, Of course. I am a detective. The
fact ie, my Lord, we have every reasoo to belicve that a certain
bracelet 1kat Lady Whittingbam ia weanng to-mght-—yoar gift to
her I believe—will be stolen,”

' Srelen I

“Yes, Perhaps your Lordship is unware that several robberics
of & daring description bave been commatted within the past yuar
in Londen drawing-roome, Youn sce, tbere arg men wbo obtain
invitations almost everywhere, nobedy kvowing much about them ;
but tha mere fact of their berng met tn good scciety places them
above suspicion.”

1 have heard so, but b rély believed,” replied Lord Whittipgham,

" We have information which leads us ce suppoee that the pame
will be tried in this hoose to-night.”

“I am very much obliged to you fer the informativa. T will
warn Lady Whittingham, and get her to remove the orsament.”

¢ No, my Lord, thatsn,t wire. [ am bere from Seotland Y od
to caich the thicf, and your plao will be to frustiate him. Hereas
& common, though, I believe, exact, imitation of the bracelet 1o
question, Do you thick you would easily be able to tell the
difference.”

From hue pocket he produced a jewel-case contuining o exazt a
wopy of the bracelet that Lord Whittingham was astonisbhed, Kvery
8tone was representcd, and eo artfully was the imitation carried out
"'i‘u en ordinary individual would not have been able, at a giance, to
tell it from the ociginal,

“ It 18 wonderful I"" exclaimed Lord Whitlingham,
where could suct a copy be 1aken I*

“ The copy is easy encugh, To make the sbam look real is the
hard part."

“Don't know

"* How and

‘Well,” what do you want to do 1"

“ Just thie,” said Mr Jefferson.
particaiar frieced of yours for to-night. Introduce me to your wife
as such. I can express admiration of the bracelet she is wearing.
L can o-% 1o sec it, aod change it for this, transferring the genoins
Guo to this ¢ e, Tlig will save ibie Lracoiet stouid I [ail o ceich
the thuef, Then my task is eary, I have simply fo watch until the
sham one is taken. The real one in the cess I will hand over to
you,”

" Buat Lady Whittingham may notics the change,”

# Let me be sn old and

“Xthink n.t, You could, perhaps, attrac. her attention at the
moment she hands me the biacelet. It will make the deception
easier.””

Lord Whittingham promised to do so, and sugpested that they
should at once go in search of his wife.

“*It in best to lose mo {ime. By the way, what shall I call
you I”

'“Anythiog ; Duncan, if you like—Richard Duncan, You have
no friend of that nam: who has already been introduced to Lady
Whittingham 1"

‘4 No,”

They went to the ballroom together in convereation, They found
Lady Whittiogham siting in the conservatory with one of her part-
pvers, aud even n that dim light the magnificeut jewels on her arm
flasked and sjarkled. Lord Whittingham advanced with his com-
panion.

“Tmey,” boogaid, * I want to intr. duce a very old friend of mine,
Mr Duscan—Rickard, my wife.”

Mr Dancan bowed, and took the seat vacated by Lady Whitting.
ham's partoer.

“Iam cbarmed to make your acquaintance,” be said. * Lord
Whittingham and I are swch o!d frienda that T hope you will not look
upon me as & s ranger.” And he went on: * It seems strange his
being married,. Wa kad begun to lock upon bim as a confirmed
bachelor, you know."”

Lord Weittingham smiled at the esse with which the detective
spoke, anda 8:id :

“Ah, I kept my secret well, you se2? "

Foriunately, as Lord Whittingham thought, Liady Whittingham
wus dise gaged for the next dance, sothey remained in the conserva-~
tory talkiig.

*“Will you pardon an imperiinence ! Duncan eaid, preseatly ;
“put what n magoificent bracelst you are weanng 1"

Lady Whittingham held up her arm,

Yoe, isn't 1t lovely 7 One of my busbarnd’s presents

" | hope you admire my tas ¢, s1id Lord Whittingham,
at it."

L.dy Whittingham unclasped it from her arm., At the same
momen: her hushand ecalled har a'tention to a couple dzueing, and
Duscsan slipped the bracelet betind bim, When Lady Whittung bam
turned round again be was bolding 1t in bie hasd, turmng it thie
way and that to iet the nght fall upnm it

¢ Very handsome | " be saud, handing 1t back, ¢ Allow uee,” and
he clasped it vpon her arm, telling Lord Whittioghem by a glanca
that the cxchange had been made.

Presently Lady W attingham was claimed by another partoer,
and her husband and the detective were left alone.

“Ilsve you done 1t 7 "

“Yes”

“ The Imitation 1a wonderful. [ aoticed it upon ber arm, and I
do not think ehe will dise :ver the deeeption,”

* No, [ think not, And now [ will leave you and watch,”

By this uime the rooms were full. Charming dreeses, charming
faces, and merry lsnghter, Hven Mrs Wynton had excellied herself,
The pretty hittle hostess waa ubiquitous, Net a dull momest was
allowed, Lidy Whittingham was an attraction to-night; and she
rose t6 the occasion well, dancing unceasingly, and never seeming
tired. Had she enjoyed berself less she might bave bad lewsure to
notice how her hu-band's friend, Richard Duocan, folowed her
about, He was always c'ose at band when she set down with her
partner, When the was daociog be steod watchiog her, One or twg
sther penple noticed it.

Sudden'y he berame resiless and more on the alert than ever,
Lady Whituinghum began to wallz with a mn who bad not donced
much during the evening, He wasa good dancer, snd ha and his
partoer gaded round the room talking pleasantly.

Lord Wtittinghem had just thea approached the detective, and
understood at once the cause of hig excitement,

“ Is that the man? ™

“Yen "

Toconscions of the fate awaiting bim, Lady Whoittingham's part-
ner dapced on ; and as they passed Lord Whittingham noticed that
the bracelet mo longer eparkied on his wife's arm. It was gene,
The robbery must have been very skilfully performed.

As they approacked the detective atepped forward aod stopped
him.

% Your bracelet, Lady Whittingham ! ™ he said,

“ Look



