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lics have done, They have taken the Biate schools and nsed them for
pixteen years, and they are perfectly satisfied with them, It ie not
reasonable to sappose, then, that those who have found the State
system sufficient all theie years will hegin to find it insufficient for
their wants, mersly becanse Catholice have got a gran!, Kren if
other denominations were to demand a grant, the Btate would bs per-
ii'&‘y justific! in rcfusing it, becense they cannat, like Catholics, show
t they have any reasonab'e objection to the existing system. The
granting of Btate aid to Catholic schoo!s, instead of weakening the
present sysiem, would rather tend to strengthen it, beecause it
wonld allow a large body of citizens, now excluded, to par-
ticipste in its beocfits, and wonld tend to make the Brate sye-
tem to be in reality what its frienda wish it to be, a truly
national system of edueation. An add:itional benefit, tog, would
accrue to he echools, ‘The State system, like all  other
State systems, suffers from waot of competition. Now the endow-
ment of Qatbolic schools woald create a whalssoms rivalry, and every
teacher koows the great value of a bealtby rivalry io school work,
Behools in the same digtrict would be examined by the same inspec-
tor, results would be compared, both classes of schools would strive
to aitain the higheast resnlts, and thue a powerfal stimulue wonld be
given to education, The Catholics in New Zealand number about
86,000, or cne seventh of the entire population, yet out of the large
sum ot money voted every year for edacation, they receive nothing,
‘Wo are excluded almost entirely from the administration of the Edo-
cation Act. In the three University Colleges of Danedin, Christ-
cburch, and Auckland, there is not, sgo far as I can ascertain, one
Catholic Professor. In the eecondary er high schocle there is not
ope Catholie teacher, and n the public schools Catholic teachers are
represented by one half par cent, Qver £400 000 is spent every year
on education, and in the di-bursement of this large saum we are treated
88 ontcasta an | aliens, we reeeive not one penay, and thig in the nine-
teenth century, and ja a frze and [iberty-loving country., As soon as
the present Act became law the Catholics commenced to build their
own gchools, and taose schoals have gone on stesdily increasing in
number ever since. OQur own town of Wanganui always had Catholic
schaols, At first these schoo's wers tanght by lay teachers. About
thirteen years ago the Bisters of St Joseph came over from Australin
to take cherge of the Girls' 8chools of which there are two, ane, the
parish achool; another, the High school, The Marist Brothers, a
religions Order of teachers, will be here shortly to take charge of the
beya’ school, Thers has bzrp here a4 decided advance with the timea
during the last thirteen ye:urs, and the nomber of pupils has also
increased, It is the same 1u the adjacent districts, Palmerelon North
and Hawera. Both have convents and boys’ echools. 1t is the
same in every other part of the Culooy, In all the large centres
there arte convents which are, hke the eonvent in Waoganui, High
schoola for girls. In Wel.ington we have 8: Patrick's College, In
other large centres we have High schools for bogs. ln any towa of
&0y importance we have parigh schools for boys as well as the girls’
schoole taught by the Nuos, Thesun of moaey spent by us for sites
and for buildings is very great, | regret [ am not able to give the
exact fignres, and tbe annua! expenditure for maintenancs is also a
large one. The costs of sites and buldings 1o the diocess of Chrial-
chnreh alore, up to aboul two years ago, was £56,000, and the expen-
diture bag increased sivee then, There are 3 other Cathohe dicceses,
and in each the expenditure has been cquaally large. T.¢ number of
children attending our echeols 18 13,000, and 1f we were o send them
to the Btate schools it wounld cost the Colony £40,000 toeducare them,
This sum we gave the Colony by our devotion and earncstness in \he
cauge of education. Burely our convictione muet be gincere when we
make such eacrifices to support thar. Our schonls are equal 10 cffi-
ciency to the Biate schoo!s, and 1n many 1nstances supenior to them.
Of the Wanganui Convent School I can speak with confidence, having
takenr part in the Christmes examinstions for several years pa t. Of
the local boys’ school Ican say this, that 1t is now under the charge
of a gentleman who for szveral years 10 Nelson gained the most
favourable reporte under the examination of Mr Boldgson, the Govern-
ment inspector for the Neison Education Board. One very marked
proof of the efficiency of ourschoglaisthe fact that they are largely atten,
ded by childrer of non-Catholie parenta who cannst be acluated by any
rehgiong preference for them. What, then, do we ask for from the
Btate? We ask that ourowa money be given us for our owan schools.
But we ask that eoney only on tbis conduion : that we first satisfy the
tate that we are impartiog the same secular knowledge which is
imparted to popila attending the Governmentezhoals.  And as to the
degres of this secular koowledge, and as to our methods of 1mparting
it, we say the Btate'a officer, the Qoverament inspector of schoole for
the diatrict, should be tbe judg . Wa do vot want to take the public
money aua spend it 1n mawntsining sehools which are not gp to the
standard of efficiency requirei by the State ; on the contrary, we are
prepared to satisly every regmiremant of the 8 ate as to secilar
inetruction, and we ate prepared to aide by the decisivn of the
Government inspectors  If our schools do ot sahisfy the inspectors,

we Are prepared to forego our graot.  Awdaif, in addition to dwing all
that the State requires iu our schuols, we, forthe sake of our uwn
consciences, do pumething wore than the Hlate requires, who can
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complain? Our ¢laim is & reasonable and a just ose. We do not
wish to interfere with those who believe in the secular syetem and use
it, we merely ask that justice be done to ourselves,

CONVENRT CONQERT AT GREYMOUTH,
e -
(Grey Evening Star, July 8.)

DESPITE the counter atiraction at the Drillshed last evening, the
entertainmert given by the pupils of the Oonvent High School was
well attended. The programme, consisting of vocal and instramental
mugic, dramatic productions, eic , was well received by (he audience,
frequent rounds of applause greeting the performers. The instru-
mental music and histrionic powers displayed by the pupile deserve
gpecial mention. The acting of some of the pupils being guits on a
par with professionals, The lambourine Drill—for the first tima seen
in Greymouth-~was a treat to be remembered, the twelve paopila
taking part goiog throngh the various movements gracefully, and with
the precision of clockwork. The singing class did good service
throughout the evening, and one of their choruses, rendsred in fine style,
breught & most enjeyable entertainment to a close, On the whole, the
performance speaks volumes for the careful and intelligent instruction
the pupils are receiviog at the hande of their good tutors.

THE LATE MR ALEXANDER MACDONALD.,
—--.+—
(Inverness Scottish Highlander.)

THE death of Mr Alexander Macdonald, wine merchant, which took
place after a lengthenad 1liness on Friday afternoon, May 12, removes
anotber of the links connecting the Highland capital with a past
generalion, Passing away at the advanced age of 87 years, Mr Mac-
donald bad throughout bis whole life enjoyed the esteem of his
friends and merited the confidence snd goodwill of the entire com.
munity, He was a man of geatle and kindly temperament, sociable
to u degree, and uniformly npright and honoorable in all his businegs
relations. It wae only pateral that thia should be so, Mr Mag-
donald came of 8 good old Highland stock, He was the second sur-
viving son of Jobn Macdonald, XI, of Glanalladale, a cadet family of
Clauranald, orother of Anguas Macdonald, XII of Glenalladale, who
died in 1870, and uncle of Colonel Macdonald, XIII, and vow of
Glenalladale, of the present Catholic Arehbishop of Scotland, and of
Bishop Macdonsld, now of Aberdeen, Boro at Burrodsle in 1806, he
wag educated at Marischal College, Aberdeen, and in early lifo was
apprenticed to a firm of Glasgow writers, In 1832 be took an active
part in the first election under the Reform Act, being in practice as
a writer in Glasgow at the time, Te, howerer, relivquished the law,
aod became factor to Lord Lovwat in 1840—an appointment he held
for nipe years. Mr Macdonald was very popular with the Lovat
tenantry, and on his retitement they presented bim with a valoable
barometer aod a splendid silver claret jug, Comiug to Inverness, he
etarted 1a businesea 55 3 wine merchant in Castie gtreet, He after-
wards removed to High street, where he remained till 1883, when he
became a tenant on the property of his son, Mr Andrew Macdonaid,
golicitor, in premises in Church street, where the business is at pre-
eent carried on by Mr J, P. Eigio, who now becomes the sole partner
of thefirm. Mr Mecdonald w:s also engaged in other business enter-
prises, but that already named was the one with which his name will
continue to hi sssociated. Like all good citizens, Mr Macdonald
tound time to devote a porticn of his buginess talents to the public
gervice, and, eatering the School Board es ope of the original mewm-
bers, he remained there for a period of six years, He was alsc a
member of the Parochtal Board, where bis quiet and kindly influence
had a considerable effect in ameliorating the condition of the unfor-
tunate class concerned. Mr Macdonald'e wife died in 1891, five yeare
after Lhe celebration of their golden wedding, and this, it is believed,
had a depressing effect upon the old gentleman's spirita,

An enibusiastic member of the Roman Catholic Church, the
fooeral service condacted in tbe Chbapel of Bt Mary oo Tnesday was
probably the moet elaborate and impressive cercmonial of the kind
conducted in Inveruess since the Belormation, The Reguiem Mass
was sung by the nephew of the deceased, the Most Rev Archbishop
Macdonald, of Bt Andrews and Hdinburgh, assated by the Very
Heverlend _Jioeas Canon Chisholm, rector of Blair's Col]egu'
Aberdeen, ss deacon ; the Bev Alex, Disset, Nairn, as sohdencon ;
aad the Hev Dawid Macdonald, Stratherrick, ss asmstant priest.
Rev Fathar Columba, Fort Augustus, was master of ceremonies
Bishop Macdonald, Aberdeen (another pephew ¢f the deceased),
cecopted & ecat in the sanctuary, The fcllowipg clergy were also
preszat ; ~Reverend Wather Macqueen, Inverness ; Rev Canon Weir,
Fochabers ; Hev Canon Cameron, Beauly ; Rev Alexander Bisset,
Marydale ; Rev Dean Macrae, Eskdale ; and Rev J. J, Dawson, Oban:
The Prior of Fort Augustue Abbey was also present, slong with several
of the monke, who composed the chuir, On the termination of Mass
absoluiions were given by the Archbishop, The clergy then formed
themselves into processional order, and, preceded, by the cross-
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