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Labonr Aotes.

A BPECIAL committee appointed by Congress to make inquiries hag
‘brooght out rather a peculiar condition of things in conneciion with
the coal indostry of the United States, It appeats 1hat the railroad
companies are to & large extent owners of the coal-mines, and, in
casex where they are not so, are in alliance with coal-prodacing
companies. Output and price are reguolated at monthly informal

" meetings of represeutatives of these companies—and independent
owners are reduced to submission by a refusal to provide them with
cars, of an exorbitant charge for freighte. The ordinary rules of
demand and supply are thus set aside, and the public are placed at the
mercy of sn interested “‘combine.” The committee snbrmita propo-
sals for & moch-needed remedy of the evil,

Becent official statistics ahow a great incressa of the silk indus-
try in the United Btates, Within the past ten years the production
has been more than dovbled, the value of 1he manufactare for 1890
being 69,000,000 dols, az againat 34,000,000 dols in 1880. The guality
of the goods ia said to be quite on a par with that of those mana-
factured in the silk producing conatries of Euarope—while their cost
to American boyers is much Jess,

A further reduction in wages is reporied from the Carnegie worka
st Homestead, The non-ucion men who replaced the strikers are
cumplaining that they have been unfairly treated,

Mr Carroll D. Wright, National Labour Commissioner, recently
delivered & lecture in New York, in which he entered a plea in
favonr of machivery. He said that the wealth producers of the
world bad constantly endeavonred, and with success, to better their
position. An important factor iz their snceess bad been machi-
nery :—* The condition of the people during the band-labour period
changed bot alightly, Wherever the band-worker waa found be occa-
pied the lowest position in the social scale, and bis work was done at
home amid sqoalid surroundings. Knowledge of the troth con-
eerning hand labour can ouly canse the workers of to-day to thank
God that maschines have superseded hand tabour, The age of machi-
wery has brought general prosperity.”  Professer Huzxley, the
lgctorer went on to say, had calculated that the working men of
Engiand alone can now produce in sir monthe, as much ag, one
hundred years ago, it would have taken ail those of the world a year
%o produce, * Machivery,” * means the survieal of the greatest
nnmber in the greatest comfcrt. Wages huve donbled since the day
of hand work, and while prices of some necessities have increased,
most bave decreased. Had Lbe hand-workere of the Pyramids built
the Brooklyn Bridge they would have earned in money of the same
valoe two cents a day agaioar the 2 50 dols, averaged by the men
wbo worked oo the structure,”

Hogh O'Donaell the leader of the strikers at Homestead, who
wat charged with the murder of & Pinkerton detective killed in the
fight, bas been acquitted, The acquittal has been hai'ed by the
labouring population with complete satiafaction,

The Labour Exchiange, founded in Paris last May, is proving a
marked success. [t hae done much to raise the importance of the
workingman who is now loocked opon by the members of all political
parties a2 & person with whom they must reckon. The building isa
very five coe, and contains a large pumber of cffizes appropriated to
the use of tbe tradc uniovists of the city, It affords a convenient
and comilortable place of meeting for representatives of the varions
Iabour organisations uf both sexed, who asesmble there uvery day for
the transaction of business. Awmong the duties nndertaken is that of
fixing the rate of wages for the principal cities of the aountry, A list
of the important works going on there is poblished weekly, with the
number of men employed on them. On the whole, the institution is
serving its parpose well, snd already bide fair to be enlargel and
extended.

The London Spectator quotes from a Polish statistician the
working days of ¥arious nationa : —The ichabitants of Central Rossia
labour fewest daym in the year—noamely, 267, Then comes Casada
with 270 ; follewed by Bcotland with 275 ; Eogland 276 ; Porlugal
283 ; Bussian Poland 288 ; Bpain 290 ; Aunstralia and 1he Ruesian Baltie
provincea 205 ; ltaly 203 ; Bavara Belgium, Brezil and Luxemburg,
800 ; Baxuny, France, Fialand, Wurtemburg, 8wi zerland, Denmark
sod Norway 302; 8weden 304 ; Prussia and Ireland 305 ; United
Biates 306 ; Holiand 308 ; and Hupgary 312,

A Labour Department has been inaunguarated in conoection with
the English Board of Trade. Mr Gifford, the well koown statisucian,
is at its head, and its priocipal object will be to furaish the labouring
popalation of the country with information tending to make it easier
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for them to obtain employment, To thisend the department will
bave coriespondenta in the principal towns. It will also pablish s
newspaper, the *' Labour Gazette,” to appear at first monthly, The
beginoing i3 a good one, sand no donbt will lead !o atil} batter devalop-
wenta,

In thie matter of a labour department, as also in others, the
United Btaves bad taken the lead, Their chief department was estab-
lished in 1885. There are now in all, in the Btates, twenty-saven
Lurcava of labour statistics,  Their function, according to Mr
E. B. L, Gou!d, statistical expert of the department, ia mainly edu-
eative, ' It ie, therefore, a difficult matter Lo estimate exactly the
amount of influence they have exercised,” he says, * A good deal of
ueeful legisiation,” be adds, ** stands a8 tbe direct resnlt of their
effurts, In Maseachusetts the establishment of u board of arbitration
and conciliation, and laws relating to factory inepection, the length
of the working dsy, the employmeat of children, employers’ liability,
and accidents to labour; in Rhode Island the weekly paymwent of
wages and fire-eacape laws ; in Maine the ballot reform and * labour
day’ enactments ; in New York the creation of & board of srbitra-
ticn for induatrial disputes: in New Jersey the encouragement given
to buildiog associations ; in Michigan the ten-hour law, the prokibi-
tion of child labour, adequate provision againat accidents, acd a
Factory Inspection Act; in Kaness the establishment of industrial
arbitration tribunals, payment of wages in cash, increased protection
to miners, modification of the mechanics’ Jien law,and an enactment
favouring the creation of co-operative societies; in Connecticut apd
other States many usefu! measores in which labour is more or less
directly interested owe, if not their initiative, at least their passage,
to the active endorsement of their respective bureaus.”

In Switzerland (writes a correspondent of the Times), owiong to s
movement set on foot by the Guiitli (a labour association represen-
ting over 300 local pections and 15,000 members in all parta of Swit-
rerland), there was brought into existence in 1986 the office of Swiss
Workmen's Becretary, who waa to work under the sapreme control of
8 federation representing all Bwiss workmen's associations in propor-
tion to their momerical strength, the Federal Corncil alsu being
representad at the sittings. The Federal Council gave a subvention
of £200 for the first year towards the Becretary’s expenses; bnt
since then & second secretary has besn appointed, and the sabvention
increased to £800 a year, The principal duties which the secretary
bas to perform are to make inquries respecting the condition of the
Bwise working claes, to stody questions of social economy, and draw
up reporte on theee subjecta and to report acnually on the adminis-
tration of his office. Among the ssbjects dealt with in the reports
already issued ate a general aed obligatory insuraoce against acci-
dents and illnesses, supplemented by statistics of labour accidents,
and the working of jostitutions at Parie for the protection of the
working clasaes.

The people (says the Rev J. Conway in the CLathelic World)
want justice rather than charity, It is not in accordance wilh the
laws of Divine or of humaun honesty to rob men of their wages and
deal it out in charity, Godliness aod greed do not go well together,
Pisty and pennrioueness, even when the latter does mnot reach the
aggravated form of beiog urjust, are looked upon as a contemptible
combination. Es'ablishing art galleries, founding public libraries,
building colleges, or even churches, cannot be accepted as ¢cOmpensa-
tiona for injnstice done to our workmen. Wealth must racognise its
chligrtions, It8 owners sre stewards in a certain sense and not irres-
poosible masters, No matter how wealthy men may be, they have
0o right t3 ¢laim = movopaly of the earth so as to frusirate the Divine
intention, which is that the earth is for all mea. If they own the
possessions of the buwan family, they muat lock to it needs, just as
& fatber is bound to provide for the members of his household,

Mr David Dudley Field, in the North American Review for
Junuary, condemns the late disorders as mot only an evil in them-
selvea but also as injarious to the working classes, He goes oo to
cotaider means for the reconciliation of capital and labour. Com-
pulsory arbitration be rejec's. The agrcement, he says, is of the
nature of & eale. The employer buys the labour and the labourer
sella it. Wor the Btate to fix the price would be despotiem. Mr
Field propoees that the workman be admitted to an inlerest in the
product. The State cannot compel tbe employer to take the work.
man inte partnersbip, but it may impose conditions on the franchises
granted to earporations. " Buppose a factory to be char.ered with a
capital of a millicn of dollars, divided inte two baodred thouland’
ehares of five doliats each, three-Gfths of 1hem to be payable in ¢ g}
or property, as at present, and {wo-fifthe in prospective laboor ; Lw
firmer fo be inves‘ed {n laed, boildings, macbinery, and whatever
ese may be peceasary for such an oodertaking snd the Ialter
to ba ressrved fir such workmen as may be taken into the con-
cern ; the akilled workm:n to be allowed wages, say, for tHlustra-
tion, at the tighest rates of the markst, four dollare a day or more,
and the unekilled two doliars a day, and each one to be registered




