18

e ———

NEW ZEALAND TABLET
o e et p—

Friday February 24, 1898

gentiemen taking part in it :-~The Misses M, Moarrison, R. Blaney,
K. Blaney, Mary Cooper, Nina Bchiotel, aed K, Mcloney ; Meanrs J.
Blenkinsopp, W. F. Young, J, Desker, W, Woods, P. Carolin, and

E. Esgor, Thers was a full attendance snd the receipts were hand-
some,

Tae Dunedin Orchestral Society pave a very enjoyable emoke
ooncert in the Garrison Hall on Wednesday evening, the 15th icat.
There was a crowded and appreciative andience,

We notice with plessare that amongst the candidates who
mcceeded in passing the recent Civil Bervice Examinations two are
papilsof the Christinn Brotkers, Bt Joseph's, Dunedin aamely, Charles J,
Wilkine and Alfred J. Qaelch, Mr Jobn Meensan, who some time sinee
passed the Jaulor Civil Bervice Examination from this school has
now succeeded in passing the senior Kxaminations, These with the
five successful candidaten recorded in connection with the N.Z. Univer-

sity Examinations make a very respectable total for the credit of the
school,

Mz HogAx, a well known Irish Victorian has been selected as
Nationalist candidste for Mid-Tipperary, vacant owing to the
Inmented death of Mr John M'Carthy, Mr Hogan will not be the
only Australisn smoung tbe Irish representatives, Mr Dalton has
been deservedly rejected, but Mr Thomas Curran seniot is Member
for Bouth Bligo,and Mr Thowaa Curran junior is one of the Membera for
Kilkenny, Tbe yonag gentleman in question was a student at Oxford
University, when selected as candidate. Wa conclude that, in the
abeence of & Catholic University for Ireland, it is lawful for Irish
Catholics to send their sons to the Eoglish universities. But in Pro-
testant Irefand, nnless a youth belonged to the nobility or their kindred
Qeuntry, to send him there was considered s snobbish act. In fact the
youth o dealt with was generally the son of & parvenn who wanted a
paseport into society that he could not get at home. Even the
raennsst of all the old fox-hunters looked for the traditional three
generations, But & newer and perhaps better world has changed all
that, An Irish Ogonian perbaps ia no longer a doubtful character.

WELLINGTON.
- ———
(From our own Correspondent.)
February 18, 1893,

THE Provincial Chapter of the Society of Mary have been sitiing
bers doring the week engaged in business in connection with the
order. The following are the members of the chapter :—The Very
Rev Father Leterrier (provincial), Very Rev Dr Pestre, Very Rev
Father Goutcnoire, Very Rev Father Le Menant des Chesnais, Very
Bev Dr Watters, Very Rev Father Cummings, V.G, and Very Rev
Father Devoy, V.3,

A meeting of former membera of the Hacred Heart Society was
held in the Mariat Brothers' schoolroom on Tharsday night for the
purpose of resuscitating tha Bociety, which bas been 1o state of
collupss for some time, There was a large attendance and a good
deal of enthusiasm was shown, so that I evpect that as soon as the
preliminaries ara arranged, it will engago in active work Thie in
certainly very desireable, for there are none of the cities of New Zoa-
land where the necessity for snch an institution more exists. There are
scores of young Eellows in Government employment, wha are residing
in hotels or lodgings, and have no place to go to, especially in the
winter evenings, These, or at least many of themw, would be ooly too
glad of some meating place whers they conld become scquainted
with their fellow Catholics. It is evident thata large mnmber of
CathoHe young men too, becanss of the society in which they find
themselves, become lukewarm and indiffarent in $he practices of
their faith, and in the performasce of their religious duties. A
society such as this will have the effect of making them, should they
jotn it, mare robust Catholics than they have boen, and aleo help to
enlighten their minde and broaden their views on matlers sceial and
political. I wish the new society every success, and only hope they
will not become & numby-pamby mutual admiration institution,
afraid either to iptroduce new bloed, or let their existence be known
to the cutside world, The following officers were elected for the
next term, the meetings are to be haeld weekly : —President, Mr
Heury, Vice-president, Mr D. Bgrke ; Secretary and Treasurer, Mr
W. Naughton, (re-elacted); Director, Rev Brother Mark; Com-
mittee, Mesars J, Bheridan, D. Byan, and Kearay.

Two very diptiognished men have been getting themsalves into
tronble during the week becanse of alieged breaches of privilege.
Viscount Wolmer committed the offance on Thursday in the House
of Commons, and on the same day, in the Presbyterian Assembly
sitting here at the Antipodes, the Rev. C, 8, Ogg interrupted acother
member who was commencing a speech ou the everlasiiog figuor
traffic business, Mr Ogg interjected © fanstical persons,” and on
being called npon to withdraw, declined to do so,—the Moderator
thereupot declaring him guilty of disrespect, which so incensed the

tev, gentleman that he left the church, Most people will}gm with
the offender that tbere is more humbug talked in conscection with
temperance nowadaye than ever there was before, and that if the
temperance upinions were stripped of the fanaticiam and bypocrisy
which sarround them, there would be only a small percentage of
genuineness left,

The rather ghort snnouncement mads last R10day morning at
the Maeses sufficed to draw a very large congregation to Bt. Joseph's
Cboreh, Buckle street, to hear the Very Rev Father Comminga
preach at Vespers, Those who wera present wers certainly not dis-
appointed, for the prescher delivered a most eloquent and impressive
Qiscourse on Faith,

I do not know whether it may be of much interest to many of
yonr readers to kaow that the geoeral assembly of the Pragbyterian
Ohurch is beiog held hers at present. Tha Preabyterians, duting the
course of their sederunts, manage to keep themaselves before tha
public theough the newapapars, althongh [ am somewhat doubtful if
the readers of the papers reciprocate the compliment by taking much
interest in the proceedings of that reverend body. The questions
discuesed by the assembly are not of shsorbing interest, and I would
pot likely notice the business ware it not that they discussed for the
greater part of a sitting the subject of * Bible Reading in 8chools.”
Bome of my readers might say that this was sn anpoal affair
and that each silting saw this white elephant trotied ont,
and trotted back again for another year after the members
bad their say. On the last occasion a committee was sat up
to report on education, but after a twalve months spent on consider-
ing the matter, they paid that they had nothing t report except to
approve of the recommendation of a former asssmbly, that gome
definite stepa be 1aken towards getting the Bible read in the public
achools, At the conclusisn of the reading of the report the assembly
were evidently in B quandary, as none of the members seemed
aDxious {0 move ons way or the other, At last an Auckland member
said bis brethren up north were desirous of some sort of religious
education for the youth of the Oolony, but were afraid to interfere
lest the pressot system might fall to pieces. Rather a brittle sort of
toy abier all its su-called popalarity. A youthtul member then moved
to the effect that Bible-reading in the pablic schools should be made
a test question at the next election, and pointed out that in Invercar-
gill they were abla to devote ten minutes in each day to this impor-
tant matter. Belf-sacrificing southerners, who ware ready to spend
the one hundred and forty-fourth part of each day in the acquirement
of Christian knowledge, Then a Christchurch divice said it wag
bighly inexpedient to open up the question of religious teaching, ag
the Anglican Church could;not ba dsponded on to assist, and such &
change would eventually lead to the introduction of denominational
schools, which would tend considerably to the expaosion ¢f the
Oatbolie Charch here, as it had, and was doing in England and Scot-
land. The present series of school haoks were the very best of their
kind from a religicus point of view, aud contained as much Chris-
tiacity a3 they could expect from the Qoverament, He moved that
the comumittes be thanked for their diligencs (). I presume this
was apoken sarcastic, for they admitted they had dome nothing.
Tbree or four other members expressed their views on tha subject,
but these were somewhat mixed, as whilst they were sll anxions t3
see Bible-reading introduced,jthey were not prepared to move lest it
wight endanger the educational system. In fact it was the syatem
first and the Bible alterwarda. A Wullingto1 member scouted the
ides of bindieg down Members of Parliament to support the intra-
duction of the Bible into the public sclools. It was highly immoral.
His hearers were in doubt as to whether it was the * binding down ¥
or the Bibly that was immoral. I hope it won't give risa to a heresy
hoot. It was not proper, he continoed Ffor coteries of clergymen to
impoge immoralities on Parlinmentary candidates. There now, who
would have thought it? Clergymen corrupting the morality of our
Merabers.  What do you scoff2ra say to that! Who is there amongst
the cynics, or amongst our Parliamentary representatives that can
utter aught agaioet their virtue after that, A virtue which is s
transcendantly subiime as to be in danger of contamination by inter-
course with even the reverend members of the assembly. The con-
clusion of opinion amongst the membars was, that the exolusion of
the Bible from the sehools of ths Colony wasa calamity, but they
were preparad to euffer this calamity rather than, as they elegantly
expressed it, the Anglican or Roman Churches shoald have any advan-
tages. Is there not an old proverb somewhere, about a certain
canine animal that could not masticate the conteats of & maager, but
&t the same time would not parmit the modeat cow to do g3 7

A wealthy rquatter from Hawke's Bay district ia thirsting for
the introdnction into the Colony of sima of the glorious institutions
of Great Britain, aod, like tha ambitivus baby m Fear's advertise-
ment, will not be easy till be gets themw, He hai been lately eleeted
s member of the Wellingtox Benevolent Ttuatees, where he imagines
he bas a special mission. At the last meeting Le gave notice that
those of the neceasitous who appealad for charitable a1d, shoald b
divided into five classes, to wit:—The deserving pour, the poor
abandoned by their astural protectors, the idle poor, the druaken



