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as we know, fund of big things—the demonstration took the shape of
& piano playing time-contest, in which a lady-player was pitted
against a geptleman-player—not 8 moment’s panse being allowed to
either, The laly held cut for 16 hours 52 minutes—talking all the
tima—and thes gave in, with her ripht wrist swollen, and her finger
tips blistered. The geullewan completed the 17 hoars, and got off
withswollen thombs, Ia London the ease came before the Conrt, The
music:! carrying on of o-e meighour had proved too much for the
neighbour next door. The pisvo began in his bouse early in the
moroing, and left off late at night, and there was a violoncello
that fillel up the iutervals of misery. The aggrieved family pext
door at length in desperation set up & hand of their own and tried to
play the others down, The responding concard of sweet sonnds did,
in fact, prove too mach for the aggressors bat they were not silenced,
the magistrate deciding in their favour, The trial, although
apparently & trivial one, oceasioned a good deal of interest in London,
where musical neighbours are not uncommon, Report tells us
nothing of the neighbonrs in the New York care, but even to read of
the contest is a trial to the nerves.

A statue of Lhe late Mr Peler Lalor has recently been erected at
Ballarat. 1t is the gift to the city of Mr Oddie, an old citizen, who
had been a personal friend of Mr Lalor, In the course of & speech
delivered by him at the unveiling of the statue, Sir Grabam Berry
said that Mr Lalor bad once been proclaimed a rebel, with a price
set upon his head, for doipg the work that the pecple enjoyed to-
dey. He said he had been a real mac, who did his duty fearlessly
in the face of thestrongest opposition. In thefutureof the colony wounld
be remembered all he bad dons and suffered for its benefit. Bot Mr
Peter Lalor was of the tribe of “ Irish rebels.” Such had been his
father before bim, and such contemporary with him were his brothers,
We may conclude that, bad the occasion offered, he would have done
in Ireland what be did at the Eureka Stockade. The day ie
approaching, we bave no donbt, when men who did play such & part
in Ireland, but against whose recoguition asd reward during their )ife-
time obstacles intervened that Mr Lalor did not encounter, will be
vindicated and also recognised publicly and authontatively as cham-
picos of the right, as true men and benefactors of their ecountry. Under
their circumstances Peter Lalor, being still as true a man and a8 real
a benefactor, would have been hanged or transported,

The deference paid to the nobility, and, owing to which it enjoys
the more considerable part of its privilages—even the House of
Lorda relyiog almost wholly on it for their existence, bida fair to
run some risk from the imbroglio which has occurred in the family
of the Duke of Sutherland, The late Duke, as is known, under
somewhat rgly circumstances, made A sccond marriage. His wife
bad been dead only a few months, aud the lady ho married was the
widow of a man who had come o a suspicions cad, possibly through
suicide. This lady has published a pamphlet explaining her case,
and even on ber own showing, she is a woman whe deserves but
litile sympathy. Bhe appears to tave taken mortal offence at the
very reasonable dislike shown by the Duake's family at his marriage
with ber, and 10 have done a:f ghe could to embitter his mind towards
them, and foster the disagreement, The consequence wad that the
Duke left her a very large portion of bis property, impoverishing his
son and svccessor for the purpeee, and on this point litigation
is abiut to ensue. On the other hand, 1n defending the
preseat Duke of Butherland some of hie friends sdopt & tone
of insolence towards the widdle classes aa such, stigmatising
the Dowager Duchess as belonging to them, and beiog no
better than the daughter of an Oxford professor.  But, as
it would scem, the times are gone by for this. The assertion has
become gemeral that “a man's 4 man for &' that.” No one now-ae
Yays hange his head because he s not an iord, and a honest man’s
"'aughter, f she ia cuitured and wel| bebaved, has a8 much right to
ank 83 4 lady &8 if she were a Princoss of the Blood. The whole
oundaticn of rank lies in sentiment, and seatiment has changed,
Thbe House of Lords themsclves, if they are unwise enough to allow
the question of their exisience to become a matter of public dis-
cugaron, may live o leara this "esson, If the Duke of Sutherland
permits his family affairs to be thrown open to the publie view, aud
to become the sutject of common gossp, he risks s still ewifter
breakiog down of the remaining barriers, and a more sensible falling
oft of Lhe deference, on which, a8 we have amid, the privileged position
of bis clags 10 chief measure depends,

We read in & Melbourne paper that a policy of reirenchment is
imperatively demacded for Victoria. The Premier, therefore, we are
told, " thould for the beoefit of the many have ro bowels of compags
sion for the sufferings of the few." * He should be an iron man, in
fact,” says our contemporary, *ls ¥ir I'alicraon a wan of this type ¥’
But how could b+ 7 Mr Taltersom 1s an Orangeman ; therefore a
eounding brass and & tnkling eyaval.  Tron dues not enter wuto the
constitutton of sweh artichs.  lhe Premier may, nevertheless,
retrench. Orangewm aud rewrenchment, i fact, may very well go
togetber. 1s not a fitung aymbo!l of the craft the Lrass farthing !t and
what, al the eame time, could be more symbolical of ret:enchment !
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Here are fruite of civilisation. A battle has taken place on the
Olarence River, N.B.W,, between two tribes of blacks, The ocossion
was the stealing ol a pair of trousers by one black fellow from
snother, Had the noble savage been lett to his native attire, it is
obvious there could have been no fight, Much misery, however
attackes to the improper wearing of breechen, Let those houselhinlds,
testify in which they have been transferred from the master to the
mistress—a state of things, nevertheless, now songht to be extended
to the whole sphers of human affairs, There is a moral, therefors, to
be derived from that fight among the blacks-—Let avery one stitk to
the habit that becomes him, and let even civilisation have its limite—
especially where blacks, or women, are concerned, it its extension
involves mischief,

“ Thres more shocks of earthquake bave been experienced at
Zante, and the members of the Greck Royal Family, who are on a
visit to the ieland, felt the full force of them.” What is to be noted
here? The fact that the eartbquake did not respect royalty, or that
royalty had the feelings of ordinary human aature ?

* It is estimated that when Ireland oblains the government in
her own hands she will contribute in revenue three millions less per
anoum than she does af the prepent time.” This estimate is, of
conrag, made for the alarm of the British taxpayer, Meantime, who
made jt{

*“Bob," too, bas had hia finger in the pie, and has pulied out &
plum ! Here ig o cablegram under date Washington, February 8 :—
‘"A commiitee of the House han ascertained that Mr Ingersoll
received £1,000 for promoting the Panama Canal scheme,” Thara is,
then, sometbing worth living for besides preaching atbeism and doiog
good to your neighbours, Bravo! Bob, good boy,

Tbe ansouncement that a number of Jewish refugees from
Russia had been provided with passages to Australia has oconsioned
some conaternation in the colonies. Among the rest, tha New Zea.
land Government has ¢abled to Mr Perceval, directing him to oppose
anything of the kind. This hasexcited the indignation of the Hon
Mr Bhrimski, who has taken the Ptemier severely to task forit, It
is impossible not to admire the pluck with which Mr SBhrimeki haa
come forward in defenca of his peopla~and otherwise also we sym-
pathise with him. These Rnssian Jews ara paupers owing to cir-
cumstances, but they are not of the stuff of which paapers are made,
Indeed it is said that a chief canse of their persecution has been the
greater industry and capacity for bunsiness shown by them. 1In any
case, the agitation against immigration, now characteristic both of
these colonies and America, is altogether out of keeping with the
Liberal pretences of the day. Mr SBurimeki is quite right in pointing
out, as he does, to Mr Ballance his inconsistency as an advanced
Liberal. Badicals and Liberals have no more right to limit the bens-
fits they cloim for the masses than have aristocrats to shut these
magses out altogether, An attempt te prove that they have sach s
night must result in destroying ihe principles on whioch they base
their position and their claims.  And, indeed, it is a piteoun thing to
gee a persccuted people driven out from their own country and
repuised from every shore towarde which they turn their faces,

The Seuthern Standerd publishes some specimen extracts Irom
A translation of Dacte’s ¥ Inferac,” by Mr Francia Phitip O'Reilly,
The translation is closely hiteral, notwithatandiog that the férsg rime
is maintained. There are not, iudeed, the wajestic sonorousoesy and
beanty of the original—reminding us of Mlion's curfew—

" Over some wide-walered shore
Bwinging slow with sallen roar.”
But these it is impoesible to reproduce in tue English language. If,
nevertheless, Mr O'Reilly coatinues and finishea his work as well as
e has begua it, be will earn for himeelf a high place among trans-
lators.

Orange spouter : '* Brethren, we muat uphold the ¢ Glorious,
pious and immortal memory.”” Truthful Pat (in the orowd): Of
course ye tust, Sare 1t has not a leg of its own to stand on."

Owing to the refusal of the Land Commissioners to sanction the
agreements 10 purchase entered into by the tenants on the Ponsonby
estate, and which were considered by the Commissioners as based on
prices 1oo high to justify an advangs of the money, the terms have
peen reduced.  The landlord, through bis eolicitors, bas now offered
to sell on the terms flxed by the Commissioners, in addition to the
promiesory notes given by the tenants for arreara due before their
eviction, and woich Bir James Mathew appenrs to suspect aa a breach
of the Land Act, Bome of the tenants have signified their acceptance
of the offer,

The London Fublet of December 24 announces, “ with pleasare,”
that Dr Logue is about to be created Cardinal. Never was theraa
more imperticent exhibition of manvair gout, Hvery one knowa that
the ' plessure ™ with which the Yz?l.z makes the anncuncement is
not at the elevation of Dr Logue but at the exclusion of Dr Walsh.
The Tablet would be more respactuble 1f ha had the common decency
to bold his tongue concermng the matier, Meantime, the news of Dy
Loguc'a elevation has not been confirmed here by the cable, and we,
therefore, g ill look upon it as doubtful. Qtbers besides the Londop




