
The European situation crops np once more,and
now takes, or resumes, the form of a coming war
between Russia and Germany. We do dot see,

however,how far a certainGeneral with aMuscovitenameia justified,
as reported,indescribing the war as the "most popular of all tha
Russian wars." That weshould saymast, at leastultimately,depend
a good deal upon circumstance?, chief among whichis success,and
where acountry hardly recovered from famine and pestilenceis con*
cerned, the matter may be looked uponas doubtful. For our own
part, the chief interest of the event would be the course tobe taken
by the Triple Alliance and the results that might follow from it.
With regard to the twocountries, separatelyconsidered,a disasterfor
Germany, the more civilised of them, and, so to speak, themore
European,wouldprobably be followed by the worseconsequences for
the world in general.

What are the specialclaims ofPrince Waldemar of Denmark to
the Crown of France ? A restoration of the monarchy, we see, is
proposed,with the Prince for king. Was it,by the way,his Royal
Highness, who, some three or four years ago,married a Princess of
theHouse of Orleans? If so, the choice wouldseem toresemble the
substitution of the daughters of King James 11. for their father and
brother We have not heard,however, that Prince Waldemar has
much in commonwithWilliam of Orange. The Lutheranreligionhe
also has, indeed, and in that there may be some significance.
Possibly a Catholic king la regarded as additionally out of the
questioninFrance. Wedo not know that Lutheranism,as artligion,
wouldhave much to boast of in being acceptedas likely toprove less
objectionable to French unbelief. If something of the kind, mean"
time, does not furnish an explanation,itis difficult toconceive what
the claims of this Prince may be.

Another note of the state of alarmin which Europenowcon-
tinually finds herself has been sounded with regard to the hoisting
of the French flagon the islands of Amsterdam andSt Paul. Theße
islands lie on the oceanhigh-way betw9en the Cape and Australia,
and their occupation by a foreign power in case of war might be
adverse to British interests. Their annexationby the Frencli, there-
fore, is unfavourably regarded. Indeed, it is suggested that, by
fair means at present, or foulby andby, itmust be prevented.

The ghost of a ghost ia a thing we do not often hear of, much
leBS see. Itbeats the shadow of ashadehollow. Perhaps the astral
wraith tint represents,in cemeteries to imaginativepeople, the de-
funct astral bjdy, of which Mrs Besant raves, may have somerela-
tion to it. Otherwise we know (f nothing tomake it palpable. Sir
Henry Parkes, however,has just produced such a double,and yet a
most attenuated,ghost for the edificationof his admirers. Sir Henry
Parkes' creation of the Kiama ghost is a matter of colonial history,
It took the shape of a widespreadanddangerous conspiracy,of which
the lunatic O'Farrell was the sane and sensible instrument. Itsend
was,of course, themurder of Prince Alfred plannedlong inadvance
andgloatel over secretly throughout the Irish world. Sir Henry
necessarily did somemischief at the time by meansof this creature
summoned up from the vasty deep of his imagination— but, on the
whole,his vision was taken for what it was worth, and brought dis-
credit upon tha seer. Even the Melbourne Argus, at the time, that
isia 1868, condemnedhis conduct as unpardonableandunparalleled.
Now,however, tho ghost of theKiama ghost appears. It rises from
a book that Sir Henry hasrecently published andin whichhe affirms
the truthof whathe thea uttered. There arepeople,and evenpeople
of someworth, whobelievein Sir Henry Parkes. It will be for them
todetermine whether, in this matter, he is very foolishor persistently
and impudently dishonest.

M.HuguesLe Roux wasa friend of the late M.
Renan. He gives us aoma of the savant's table
talk in the Fortnightly for November. Ha also
gives ua thia query that was put to him, M. LoRoux,by a woiking man:—

"
It is you literary people who got him

this public burial. Why, then, do youlaugh at him or sneerat him
inall the articles written upon his death ?

" "The word," saysM.
LeRoux," was true. Why do we Parisians laugh or sneer even at
what we reverence1

"
But they donot sneeror laugh at what they

reverence,for they no longer reverence anyth ng. The word reve-
rence now has no mjininjj for them

—
Anl was K. Renan deserving

of reverence? Let M. Le Roux answer this question. An old
woman,somewhere in Brittany, he tells us, was mourning thedeath
of^her only eon. "O Monsieur Renan," she cried," ifGod is goocl

Weapprecia'ethatexpressionof Mr T, W. Russell's
and we appreciate the sympathy withit of our con-
temporary the Otago Daily Times. Tae famine

Was ablessing in di«guise. Bat would it not bs an improvement
tomake the definition plainer, to borrow a few wur la from CarlyJe,
for example,and say,ablessing "

clad ia hell flre ?
'

The mischief
Of it is, however, that philanthropists who admire, with relation to
the past,blessings clad in bell fire, suggest theirdisposition to apply
to presentnesessities, should the occasion ame,b'essings of a aim lar
kind. Patriots of MrT. W. Russell's stamp— no offence to Scotch-
men who do not show a fals? fac; as Irish patriots

—
.vould evidently

welcome an opportunity oE doing so. And as to those who sympa-
thise with them,as to our contemporary fie Daily Times, foi instance,
could he get rid of our growing democracy by a timely application
Of the pinch of hunger, are wa to conclude that he would reject the
means? Ifthe blessing be a subject for rejoicing afterwards, why id
it not laudable at present tomake use of it ? If monopolistsin their
solitary splendour might hereafter look back with self-felicitations
on the starving-out now of the classes who ventured to question their
right to the broadacresof the Colony, why is itnot commeidable to
promote the present working of the blessing 1 We have aright to
judge of a manby his admitted sympathies. We hive long done so
with regard to Mr T. W. Russell, nor is it unfair to form such a
judgmentin the case of the Daily Times.

Stupid, spiteful, and insulting. Such are the words by which to
describe the natureof the allusion made by our festive friend "Civis ''
to the outrage at Dublin Castle. Bat our contemporary theDaily
Timet has now fully re-enterel upon the anti-Irish racket, and we
may expect a good deal more of the same kind. Nor is the matter
difficult to explain. The generalelection castsits shadow befure,and
itiB time for our contemporary tobestir himself. The anti-Irish cry
prepares the way appropriately fir that of "

Nc-Popery," which,as
his most effective weapon, is reserved for our contemporary'scrown.
lageffort. What other chanc, for example,have the Scobie Mac-
keczies on the N.P. Allans of bamboozling themajority of voters,
wkuseinterestsaredirtctlyo, posed to tnosesuch gentlemen represent?
The stage Irishman, therefore, and the Orangeplatform are brought
into play, and writersof notesand writersof leaders furbish up stale
Wit orplay second fiddle to Sandy-row,
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The working-men, meantime,may draw their conclusions as tv

how they stand in our contemporary's regard, and themeasures he
would deal out to themwere it in h's power. Nevertheless,if wemay
judge by the past, they are far from incapable of giving him their
aid in his kindly endeavours. The working men of Bruce, for
examplp, voted for his

"
Ucket

"
last year. Oar contemporary, no

doubt,reckons on a more extensivebefooling of the rabble on the
approaching occasion. Hehas one trick of which he can alwaysmake
his profit, and,as wesee,he is preparing in time for its effectualuse.

ing for a liberal measure of amnesty. (7; Urging on Government
the necessary improvementin the domestic and social condition of
tbe labourers of Ireland.

As a rale webaverefrained, andshall still refrain, fromproducing
in oarcolnms any echoes of the division in Ireland. We have taken
advantageof ourremote positionto !onk onin silence, if not without
feelings more or less acute. The following, however, is really too
good tobe lost. Itoccurred in the speechmade by Mr Healy at the
Convention,where, by the way, the speakerhad been received with
lively demonstrationsof welcome, and applausefor

'"
theman in the

gap." Beferring to the conceit of the factionistg,Mr Healy gave this
"zample :— "Iread the other day," saiJ the man in the pap, '"a
ipeech made by Mr William Redmond (laughter) down inLimerick,
andIfoundhim giving tipstoSarsfield (great laughter). He showed
him tbe way the battleought tohave been woo,andif he hadbeen
there, whether in his militia uniform or out of it, tbe siege of
Limerick wouldbave gone differently (more laughter)." We confess
this sally appears tous much too lively to permit of any attempt at
silence.

On Sunday,November20, Mr John Dillon addresseda meeting
atBalljhaunis, railed to consider tbe agricultural situation in Mayo
and the West of Ireland generally, with special reference to the
evictions taking place on the Dillon estate. Mr Dillonbailed as a
happy auspice theunion betweenpriestsand peopleobtaining in the
county. He said it washis proudest recollection that such a union
had existedinevery constitution which he had himself represented
and promised that his politicilaction should ever continue a bond of
union between priests and people. The speaker appealed to the
experience of tbe labourers, whose custom it was to spend part of
each year in England, as to the happy change that had taken place
inthat country with respect to feeling towards the Irish people. He
pledged the Nationalists,in return for the support of the English
Badioals, togive them aidin obtaining the overthrow in England of
monopolists, landlords and aristocrats. Mr Dillon further asserted
that for six years on the estatesof the district h) and his colleagues
had kept the roof9 over the heads of the tenants. The landlords,
however, were now, he said, recommencing their "devil's work,"
because they thought they saw their opportunity in the falling out
among themselves of the people. He recommended as a remedy that
they should all join the Federation,and thatnoman should take the
farm of anevicted neighbour. InYorkshire andLancashire, he said,
farmerswho were capitalists were now demanding reductions of 50
per cent,and yet the peasantry of Mayo were called on topay up in
full. He advised compulsory sale at fair prices, and pointed out the
Crofters'Commission as anexampleof whathadbeen done elsewhere
in the way of reducing rentsand wiping out arrears.
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ODDS AND ENDS.

MAKING BEADY.

A COMFORTLESS
SAVANT.

DnAllfOnitl Practical Watchuiaktr and jcvktlUt, v< ''''*>y.UAWOUnI, Exchange Court, Princes Street, DUNEDIN. J^^^X/'^H^^^^i^f9~ Agent ior N. Lazarus's tpecialite Spectacles. Sights Tested by his Patent j^^BE^F/ v^rlS^*l^'Process Those with Defective Sights invited to inspect. v


