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durrent Topgics

AT HOME AND ARROAD,
POBSIBLY the somewhat lengihy cablegrams rela-
A DIFFICULT tive to the silver question and the monetary eon-
QUESTION.  ference that have been of late published have
aroused, but not satisfied, the curiosity of omr
readers. The question has arisen principsally from the condition of
things in the United Btates where, by an Act in force for some years,
the Tremsury are bound to buy every mounth four and a half million
ounces of silvar. In payment notea are issusd —and of theaa there are
now ontstanding a quantity ropresenting a very large snm, and which
increages montbly. Bat adding this to a mass of paper otherwise
isaued, s vaAst sam is arrived at. The availab'e gold, meantime, held
by the Treasury amounts to, comparatively, a very inconeiderable
pum. What, therefore, a runupon the Treagary mua}.involve is plain,
An a ramedy, iifis proposed that the Treasnry should cease ita monthly
porchase of silver—in which cass the credit of the conuntry would be
snfficient for the rest, Meantime India is also stroogly affected,
Thera a fall in the valae of the rapee has been the canee of no little
distarbance in trade. The exchange valae of the rapee bas fallen
from 8s o 1s 34, and, ae a consequence, civil servants and otbers
whoss salaries are paid in the coantry have virtoally lost about one
third of their income. The queation is how to retain the valus of
toa ropee. Bat the effect of a further fall inthe valao of silver, such
as mogt ensye oo & etoppage of tbe monthly purchase made in the
United Siates is clear, If, bowever, the Iondisn carrency were
chapged for that established in the Uaited Kingdom —thatis, it gold
instead of silver were made the atandard —wages and prices must fall
all over the country and the hoards of silver in the possession of
wealthy natives wonld lose heavily in value, The conssguence would
be serious lmtat.mn—nay possibly rebellion against English rale.
A proposal, we perceive hag been made at the Conference for 4 bime-
tallic or gold and silver etandard, bat this, which, eapecially owing to
the diffienlty of maintaining a fixed ratio between the metais, is &
knetty question, could only be carried out by means of an interna-
tional agreemept—and, indeed the proposal alluded to is for an Inter-
pational Bimetallic League,” What are the probabilities, wel may
ask in conclueion, that certain of the great powers would agree to
this, with the end chiefly in view of maintaining the popularity of
the British Government in India ?

Tax report of the visit paid on Tharsday from
Dunedin by the Native Minister to Otakon—more
generally known a8 the Macri Kaik--has made us
acquainted with a goite nnsuspected state of things,
It peems there is the remunant of a Maori tribe living in our neigh-
bourhood who as they state, are in trouble and wailing aod pain for
the last 48 or G years, Their reception of Mr Cadman was most
pathetic. They bleased bim, and thanked him, ani prayed for him,
a8 the first Native Minister they had ever seen, Their grief becomea
much more pathetic and much more interesting to us when we learn
ita object, All, it wonld appesr, rests on & claim male by this rem-
pant of & tribe to a sum of tegths of the Otago Bleck amounting to
£937,945, snd a further sum of £78,000, the value of the Dunedin
boat reserve—and very solid grounds, too, we should say, for a dis-
play of fecling. We do not, however, know whether our Maori
triends blessed aod prayed so much over the departure of the Minis.
ter as they did over hia arrival, The Minister, in some way or other,
explained to them that they had already beea paid every penny that
they bad m right to, There was no disgunising, he said, that he did
not imagine that Parlisment woold for a moment think of entertain-
ing euch a claim, And then he fell back on the unearned increment,

Iand,” he said, * had no valae till the Enropeans came and gave
s value to it,” The Minieter, nevertheless, promised that Govern-
ment would do their best to provide the landless Natives with snitabls
blocks, warning them to take advantage of the offer before it waa too
1ata. - The Hon H. E.. Taiaroa, meantims, though hardly in the acien-
tifie apirit to which we are accustomed, dispiayed a faith in the better
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dupomt.mn of the men of the futare, Ha reqne!tad that the Go¥etn.
tent would sst down in writicg their proposal asto the blodke 'of
land in ques'ion, lest it might be sid in sfter years by other Govera.
mwents that the Maoris bad thus eancelled their claim, And possfbly
there may ba some satiefaction to the individusl who entertains it in
the delusion that be is rightfal heir to » vast inheritance. We should
be torry to think that the payment of the sum of money fn goestioh
was really necensary for the relief of the wailing and troable of gor
Maori neighbours. There is a vulgar old eayiog, in short, that seems
applieable—Don’t they wish they may get it ?

Loep BALISBUBY, in an article in the National
OBSTINATELY Rsview for November, sets at derision Mr Glad-
DETERMINED. stone's project of Home Rule, and, more especially
hig idea of compelling the House of Lords to pass
the messure. He ridicules the notion of passiog 3 Home Rale Bill in
a House of Commons wherg they have & * motley majority of thirty-
eight.” As to the House of Lords, ke says Mr Gladstone’s threats
carry with them all the terrors of the nnknown: Lord Balishury
bowever, proceeds to deal with Mr Frederiek Herrisch, who, he
admits, {8 more deflaite. Mr Harrison proposes the disappesraiics of
tbe House of Lorde. Bt this propogal, writes Lord Balisbury, is not
original, *“ Itis very much what the Honse of Commons did in 1849.%
Flor its soccess, howaver, the command of & mﬁftary force was needed
—a desideratum not as yet possessed by Mr Gladstone—and, adds the
writer, the Honse of Commons that had acted in the manper allnded
to, did nat live long to enjoy its solitary grandeur. As an alternstive,
Mr Harridon proposes s creation of Peera by the Orown—* five han-
dred sweeps,” it desirable-—the penalty being, io case of the Crown's
refusal, & refusal of euppliee by the Housa, Lord Balisbury, however,
questions the power of the Crown to do what Mr Harrison desires it
should be punished for oot doing. The question he says has never been
decided. Ha guotea precedent, moreover, to prove that the House
of Lords can refuse to allow Pcers so created to sit and vote. This,
he saya, was done ia 1T1], in the case of Scottish, Peers created Peers of
{reat Britain, and again in 1856, whea Lord Wensleydale wascreated a
life Peer by Prerogative, the reason assigned being that the indepens
dence of the House as a legisiative body was being threatoned,
Lord Salisbury, ueverthelass, agrees with My Harrison, that the Lords
wonld give way it Mr Gladstooe and the nation were thundeiing at
their doors,” ¢« Yes,” he says,*even if the nation were thandering
alone.” What be denies is that the nation will so thunder—indeed
he declares that the thonder wiil roll in an oppositedirection. Inan
electorate of fonr millioa eight bundred thousand, he asserta the total
majority amonuoted only to seven bundred and sixty-five votes, Then
his Lordship falls back once more on the no-Popery cry and asks
whether the Orangemen of Ulater would accept such a vote, scattered
over England and Scotland, ¢ aa & sufficient warrant for surrendering
them for ever o the good pleasure of Archbishop Walsh and his
Party.” Wa maust not, thersfors, be over-saoguine as to the imme-
diate prospects of Home Rule. A violent, protrected, and repeated
struggle, and many other devices, atill lie between Mr Gladstone’s pro-
posale aud their accomplishment, Aoother appeal, or more, perbape,
to the country, a queation as to the power of the Crown, & question as
to the prerogatives of the House of Lords, a passionats summoning
up of the epirit of anti-Cathclic bigotry, that possibly has not besn
killed, but scotched, among the ranks of the people of Great Britain,
We must not delude ourselves by any vain hopes of a walk-over.
Lord Balisbnry avd hig party are able and wily enemies, and in their
hands are many powerful weapons.

Now that ia the way to talk. There is no beating
A CANDID LADY, about the bush there, but an outspoken expresrion

ol opinion that all of ue may uoderstand. And,
by the way, there is an opening pointed out right off for the amazona
of Dahomey, Now that the French have deposed their king and
spouse, thers caa be no nesd for their services at home, Wa allnde
to the eandi? expreession of opinion made the other day, at a con-
farence of the Women's Emancipation Union in Birminghawm, by
coe Mies Cozens, a delegate from London. There was a lot of
apeeches and papers deliversd or read, but all was namby-pamby 1a
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