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Current Topics dispositionof themenof tbefuture. He requestedthat theQoVettt*
ment would set down in writing their proposalas to the blooW of
land inqaes'ion,lestit might be said inafteryearsby otherGovern*
menta that the Maorisbad thn» cancelled theirclaim. And possibly
theremay "be some satisfaction to theindividualWhoentertains it in
the delusion thathe is rightfulheir toa Tast inheritance. Weshdntti
bs sorry to think that thepayment of the snm of money inquestion
wasreally necessary for the relief of the wailing and trouble ofour
Maorineighbours. There is a vulgar old saying, in short, that seems
applicable

—
Don't they wish they may get it1

4X JT^if^ 4iV2> ABROAD.
Possibly the somewhat lengthy cablegrams rela-
tive to the silverquestion and the monetary con-
ference that have been of late published have
aroused, but not satisfied, the cariosity of oar

readers. The question has arisen principally from thecondition of
things in theUnited States where, by an Act in force for some yean,
the Treasury are bound to buy everymonth four and a half million
ouncesof silver. Inpaymentnoteaare issued— and of these thereare
nowoutstandingaquantity representinga very largesnm, and which
increases monthly. Butadding this to a mass of paper otherwise
issued,a vast sntn is arrivedat. The availab'e gold, meantime, held
by theTreasury amounts to, comparatively, a very inconsiderable
sum. What, therefore,aranuponthe Treasurymnsf involveis plain.
Asartmody,ilfia proposedthattheTreasury should cease itsmonthly
porchMe of silver

—
in which case thecreditof the country wouldbe

sufficient for the rest. Meantime India is also strongly affected.
Thena fall in the valueof the rupeehas been the cause of nolittle
disturbanoe in trade. The exchange value of the rupeehas fallen
from 2s to Is 3d, and,as a consequence, civil servants and others
whosesalaries arepaid in the countryhave virtually lost aboutone
third of their income. The question is how toretain the value of
therupee. Bat theeffectof a further fall in.the valueof silver,such
as joust e.asqe ona stoppageof themonthly purchase nude in the
United States is clear. If, however, the Indian currency were
changed for thatestablished in theUnited Kingdom— that is, if gold
instead ofsilver wsremade the standard— wages andprices must fall
allover the country and the hoards of silver in the possession of
wealthynatives,would lose heavilyin value. The consequencewould
be serious irritation

—
nay. possibly rebellion against English rale.

A proposal,we perceivehasbeen made at the Conference for a bime-
tallicor gold andsilver standard,but this, which,especially owing to
the difficulty of maintaining a fixed ratio between themetals, is a
knetty question!could only be carried out by means of an interna-
tional agreemept— and,indeedtheproposalalluded tois for an Inter-
national Bimetallic League." What are the probabilities, wej'may
ask in conclusion, that certain of the great powers would agree to
this, with the endchiefly inview of maintaining thepopularity of
the British Government inIndia?

Lobd Salisbury, ia an article in the National
Review for November, sets at derision Mr Glad*
stone's project of HomeBale, and,moreespecially
his idea q{ compelling the House of Lords to pan

themeasure. Heridicules thenotionof passiog a HomeBoleBill in
aHouse of Commons where they havea "motleymajority of thirty-
eight." As to the House 6f Lords,he says Mr Gladstone's threats
carry with them all the terrors of the unknown.- Lord Salisbury
however, proceeds to deal with Mr Frederick Harrison, who, he
admits,is more definite. Mr Harrison proposes the disappearanceot
the House ofLords. Bat this proposal, writes LordSalisbury,is not
original. "Itis verymuchwhattheHouseofCommonsdid in1649.'*
For its success,however, thecommandof amilitary force wasneeded—

adesideratum not as yet possessedby Mr Gladstone
—

and,adds the
writer, theHouse of Commons that hadacted in the manner alluded
to,did notlivelongto enjoy itssolitary grandeur. As analternative,
Mr Harrison proposesa creation of Peers by the Grown—" five hun-
dred sweeps,"if desirable— the penalty being, iacase of the Crown's
refusal,arefusal ofsupplies by theHouse. Lord Salisbury,however,
questions the power of the Crown todo whatMr Harrison desires it
shouldbe punishedfor notdoing. The questionhe sayshas neverbeen
decided. Ha quotes precedent, moreover,to prove that the Hous«
of Lordscanrefuse toallow Peers so created to Bit and vote. This,
he says,wasdone in1711, in thecaseof ScottishPeerscreatedPeers of
GreatBritain,andagainin1856, whenLordWensleydale wascreated a
lifePeer by Prerogative, the reason assigned being that the indepen*
dence of the House as a legislative body was being threatened.
Lord Salisbury,nevertheless, agrees withMr Harrison, that the Lords
would give way if Mr Gladstoneand the nation were thundeiing at
their doors." "Yes,"he says,"even if the nation were thundering
alone." What he denies is that the nation will so thunder— indeed
he declaresthat the thunder will roll inan oppositedirection. Inan
electorate of four millioneighthundred thousand,he asserts the total
majorityamounted only tosevenhundredandsixty-five votes. Then
his Lordship falls back once moreon the no-Popery cry and asks
whether the OrangemenofUlster wouldacceptsuch a vote,scattered
overEngland andScotland," as asufficient warrant for surrendering
them for ever to the good pleasure of Archbishop Walsh and his
Party." We mast not, therefore, be over-sanguine as to the imme-
diate prospects of Home Bale. A violent, protracted,andrepeated
straggle,andmany other devices,still lie betweenMr Gladstone'spro-
posalsand their accomplishment. Another appeal,or more,perhapp,
to the country, aquestionas to the powerof the Crown, a question as
to tbeprerogativesof the House of Lsrda, a passionate summoning
up of the spiritof anti-Catholicbigotry, thatpossibly has not been
killed, but scotched,among the ranks of thepeopleof Great Britain.
We mußt not delude ourselves by any vain hopes of a walk-over.
Lord Salisbury and his partyare able and wily enemies, andin their
hands aremany powerful weapons.

Now that is the way to talk. There is nobeating
, abont thebash there,bat an outspokenexpression

of opinion that all of as mayunderstand. And,
by the way, there isan openingpointed oatright off for the amazona
of Dahomey. Now that the French have deposed their king and
eponse, there can benonetd fot their services athome. We allude
to thecandid expression of opinion made the otber day, at acon-
ference of the Women's Emancipation Union in Birmingham, by
one Miss Ooienn, a delegate from London. There was a lot of
speeches and papers deliveredor read,butallwaanamby-pambyin

The report of the visit paid on Thursday from
Dunedia by the Native Minister to Otakou

—
more

generally kaown as the Maori Kaik
—

has made as
acquaintedwithaquite unsuspectedstateof things.

It.seems there is the remnant of a Maori tribe living in oarneigh-
bourhood who as they state,arein trouble and wailing and pain for
thelast 48 or 5G years. Their reception of Mr Cadman was most
pathetic. They blessed him, and thanked him, ani prayed for him(

as the first NativeMinister they had everseen. Their grief becomes
much more patheticand much more interesting to us when welearn
its object. All, it wouldappear,rests ona claim male by this rem-
nant of a tribe toa earn of tenths of the OtagoBlock amounting to
£9.37,945, anda farther sum of £78,000, the value of the Dunedia
boat reserve

—
and very solid grounds, too, we should say, for a dis-

play of feeling. We do not, however, know whether onr Maori
friendsblessed andprayed somuch over the departureof the Minis*
ter asthey di4over his arrival. The Minister, in some wayor other,
explaintdto them that they had already been paid every penny that
they badaright to. There was no disguising, he said, thatbe did
not imagine (bat Parliament wouldfor amoment think of entertain*
ing each a claim. And thenhe fell back on the unearned increment."Opt land," he said," hadnovalue till theEuropeans cameandgave
a value to it." The Minister,nevertheless,promised that Govern-
ment woulddo theirbest toprovide thelandlessNatives withsuitable
blocks, warningthem to takeadvantage of the offerbeforeit wastoo
late. TheHonH>K.Taiaroa,meantime, thoughhardly in thescien-
tificspirit to whichweareaccustomed,displayed a faithin thebetter
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