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PABTORAL LETTER FOR THE CONVOCATION

OF THE 'FIRST SYNOD OF 'THE DIOCESE OF
CHRISTOHURCH,
————————————— -
JOHN JOSEPH, BY THE GRACE OF GOD AND FAVOUR OF THE APOS-
TOL1C SEE, BISHOFP OF CHRISTCHURCH,
TO THE CLERGY ADD FATTHFUL OF THE SATD DIGCEAE, HEALTH AND
BENEDICTION IN TRE LORD :

DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN AND CHILDREN IN CHBRIST JESUS,—
Five years and more have now passed by since, in spite of our
unworthiness, God and His Caurch imposed on Us the sppalling
burden of the Episcopate, Notwitwstanding oar protracted illoess
and forced absence fron your midat, W= bhave reason to be gratefal
to the Most High, Who bas enabled Ui, during that time, to make &
thorough visitation of every parish in tha dicgese at least twice,
whilst iot & few districts Wa have visited far more frequently, These
visitatious, together with the many other adminiatrative acts of our
office, have brought no little consclation to Ua at the sigit of the
great good that is belng done in this remote part of Christ's vineyard,
‘We bave rejoiced, nod blessed the Almighty, on bebolding the etrik-
ing wemorials of your piety, your zesl a.d devation, which prompted
you to second the glorions efforts of & noble band of self-sacrificing
missionaries, some of whom have gone to reap the reward of their
Iabours, whilst others, emulatiog their sacerdotal apirit, are stili work-
ing amongst us.

It is oor duty to leave no means untried that the great good
bitherto done may prove more lasting—that onr dearly beloved
brethren and children in Cbrist may walk more secorely in the ways
of Ged-—that they may grow in the knowledge, and love and servica
of the Most High, bear more abundaat fruit, snd thereby become the
more pleasing to the Divine Majesty,

As & powerful mesns to thie great end, Holy Cburch bids her
chief pastors convoke, at times marked out by her Canons, certsin
solemn assemblies, called * Diocesan Synods,” Anbounced loog
beforeband, preceded by serioms study snd fervent prayer, opened
and carried on amid the most srered and angust rites of her Ritnal,
these assemblies are convoked by the Bishop who summons there-
nato ail the priests of his diocese whose right or- duty it is to attend ;
with them he examines whatever, hefore God, he covsiders to be
conduacive to the greater glory of the Most High, the perfection of the
clergy, and the spiritusl good of the faithful. Drawing from tbe
treasures of the Fathers and Councils of the Chures, he therein
promulgates decrees to seenre the end priests snd peopls must
always have in view more especially for the right observance of all
that pertaine to ecclesiastical discipliee, The time bss,at length
come, for Us to convoke the firat of these assemblies in the diccese of
Christchnreh,

Wherefore, We hereby annouoce that, with the blessing of God,
-our first Bynod will begin on the morning of the seventeeath day of
January, in the year of gracs 1893, and end on the nineteenth day
of the same moath, All who, by right or custom, are bound to
attend the Diocesan 8ynod We summon to the same, and, in virtue
of holy obediencs, We command the attendance of all having charge
of souls fn our diocese of Christchurch. Shounld any canooical reason
prevent any priest from sttending, We must be informed, and per-
mission for absenco be previously obrained from ws, Following the
ealutary cnstoms of old, We, moreover, wish ali who are summoned to
the Byood to take part in the spiritual retreat, which, D.V., will
begin on the evening of the eleventh of January and closs on the
morning of the 8ynod, Thus, we shall, We fondly trust, obtain the
chief fruit which tue holy Fathersand Councils o! tha Church so
strenaonsly sought and urged in these Canonical assenblies—viz,, holy
recollection, careful examination of conscience, and the thorough
regovation of our whols lives,

But in order that the salatary objsc: of hath the Bynod
mpud the retrest may be obtained, it behoves us to poar
forth fervent prayers to the Father of all mercy, the God
of il oconsolation, from Whom * every best gift and every
perfect gift cometh down." Lot us go with confidence to
the throne of all grace,and thers supplicate pur loving Saviour Who,
having redeemed us by the ghedding of His precious bleod, is ever
pleading in our bebalt before the throne of His Eternal Father,
Let ng implore the light of the Holy Spirit that We may deeree, and
one and 4ll Iglfil, whatever is bo'y, right, and meet. That the

- Almightly may vouchsife to hearken to our supplieation and grant
our request, iet ua turn to the glorious and immaculate Mother of
: God, Mary, who is onr own dear Mother, our Queen, our lite, our
sweetness, and our hope,  Ask her to look down upon us wnd our
deliberations with eyes of mercey, to pray for us, and to spread the
wantls of her protection over us. Let us, too, secore the belp and
advocacy of all the heavenly host, especially the great Bt Jogeph,
Mary's spotlees spouse ; the illustrious precursor, 8t Jobn the Baptist ;
the blassed martyr, Peter Chanel, and all the patrone and protectora
of this diocess,

Wa know by experience that God is wont to do much in His
Church through the prayers and supplications of His consecrated
+ vpoages and little children so dear to His Adorable Heatt ; wa beg

and implore the many spiritual childeen it is omr privilege to
bave in religious commusities, to naite in more frequeant and fervent
prayer and the reception of the Most Blessad Euchariat, from now
natil the elose of the Byaod, to obtain for us the belp weneed , on
high.

We earneetly beseach the many pioua souls who live in tho wosld
without being of it, to give us the eama holy help.

On each of the thres Sandays, preceding the Synod, we direct
that in all the Ohurches and chapels in the dioeese, the bymn “ YVeni
Greator Bpiritus ™ with the varasicle and prayer, bs snog bafure the
principal Mass, to bring dowo the blessing of God on the 8ynod and
and the precedicg ratreat, Woere this byma canaot bs sung, the
litaniea of the saints with accompanying prayers may be recited
instead. .

At Benediction, ou the same :Sunday, the byma dos Masis
Stellz ehall be sung after the Litany of our Lady of Loretto,

From the receipt of this pastoral, natil further otder, instead
ot the prayer bitherto presetibed, that of the votive de -Spirite
Sancto shall ba said or sang at Mass and,Benediction, whenever the
Bubric allows it.

Moieoven, on the Bunday immediately preceediog;the opening of
the Bynod, the Blessed Sacrament sball be Sclemnly exposed’ to the
veneration of the faithiul from the fast Mass till the evening, in our
pro-Cathedral charch, in: 8t Mary’s, Manchester street, and the other
vrincipal churches of the dipsess, To !l who shall visit these
churches and unite in the prescribed prayers when said or sung,
Wa hereby grant an indulgence of 40 days in tha usual form of Holy
COhuarch,

We would further have all our faithfal flock know tbat the
Bovereign Pontiff grants a plenary indulgence to ail who, having
received the Holy Sacraments of Penance and the Blessed Eucharlst
shall, daring the dags of the Synod, visit onr pro-Catnedral, and pray
therein for he intention of our Holy Father the Pope,

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the charity of God,
and the commuanication of tha Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.

Given Bt oOanr pro-Cathedral, Christohurch, this Sth day of
December, in the year of our Lord, 1892, being the festival of our
beloved Mother's Imwmaculate Coneeption, and appointed to ba reud,
and afterwards placed in & conspicuous placa in ths churches aad
chapels of the diocese, )

t JomN Joseru GRIMES, B.M.,
Bishop of Obristohureh,

CHRISTOCHTURCH.
———r— e
(From onar own Correspondent.)
AT the conclusion of the Rev Father Aubrey’s examination, which
tock placs last week, of the convent echools, the pupils entertained
bim at the eatablishment with a private and a complimentary con-
cert, and presented him with an sddress. Ttis was the first oppor-
tunity which they have had to honour him since his appointment to
the spiritual charge of the parish at Timaru, He left this city
unexpectedly, and they bave keenly felt the want of an occasien to
expresa their gratitude for the very practical interest be has ever
taken in their welfare and school, A very gelect masical and instrampn-
tal programme was successfully gone through, and theaddress, which ia
a splendid piece of illuminating work, displaya great artistic skill and
tagte, The harmomous blending of colours and the chaste design
produce a most pleasing effect. At the foot of the adiresa is a very
pioture of the convent in the meutral tint, Tho children presented
Edison's mimeograph and accessories with the address, which je in a
maseive gilt frame, and reade as follows :—* To the Yery Rev F'ather
Aubrey, 8.M,—Dear Rev Father,—We have been looking forward lo
this occasion to give expression to the gentiments of affeetion and
gratitude which animates us at the remembrance of the many marka
of kindness which you have conferred on us singe your arrival in
New Zsaland. Though we saw in your appointment to the parish at
Timaru & proof ot the Bishop's appreciation of Yyour merits, it was,
indeed, a canse of sorrow for us, as it deprived ua of ore who for so
long had beea the Qdirector of the schools, and the npiritual guide
who, with nntiriog zeal, prepared most of us for the Srsb Holy Copm.
munion and Confirmation, We wlll ever remember with gratitade
the instructions you have given us, and it ehall bg onr constant endea-
vour, with God's help, to give proof that the seed has not fallen on
barren acil,  We tinst you will long continue to discharge the duties
ol inspector of achools in thia porticn of the diocese, and thus affard
us an opportunity of seeing occasionally the devoted Father to whom
we are bound by the strongest ties of esteem and gratitude, Thank-
ing you again for your past kindoess, and praying that God may bless
yorand all your undertakings, we are, dear Father, your sffectionate
and grateful children, the pupils of the Bisters of Gur Lady of tha §
Misgions,” Father Aubrey thapk-d, whenreplying, the popila for their
uoexpected and beautiful presents, and for the complimests which
accompanied the gifts. He had tried, he eaid, to do bis best for their
progress, and waa pleased to sao how they bad seconded his effurts, He
emphagised the carnestoess wherewith they liad entered into the work



