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JohnJoseph,by the Gbace of Godand favourof the Apos-
tolic See, Bishopof Chbistchubch.

to thb cleeoy aß.d faithful ofthe said diocese, heal7hand
benedictioninthelord:

DearlyBelovedBrethrenand Children inChbist Jesus,—
Five years and more have now passedby since, in Bpite of our
unworthiness, God and His Church imposed on Us tbe appalling
burden of the Episcopate. Notwithstanding oar protracted illness
and forced absence fronyoar midst, We bave reason to be grateful
tothe Moat High, Who has enabled Uj, during that time, to make a
thorough visitation of every parish in the diocese at least twice,
whilstnot a few districts We have visitedfar more frequently. These
viaitatioas, together w'th the many other administrative acts of our
office, have brought no littleconsolation to Us at the sight of tbe
greatgood thatis beingdonein this remotepartof Christ's vineyard.
We baverejoiced, and blessed the Almighty, on beholding thestrik-
ing memorialsof your piety, your ze*la..d devotion,which prompted
you to second the glorious efforts of a noble band of self-sacrificing
missionaries,some of whom have gone to reap the reward of their
labours,whilst others,emulating their sacerdotalspirit,arestill work-
ing amongstns.

It is oar duty to leave nomeans untriedthat the great good
hitherto done may prove more lasting— that our dearly beloved
brethren andchildren in Christ may walkmore securely in the ways
of God

—
that they maygrow in theknowledge, and love aDd servica

of the Most High,bear moreabundant fruit,end thereby become the
morepleasing to the DivineMajesty.

As a powerful means to this great end, Holy Church bids her
chief pastors convoke, at times marked out by her Canons, certain
solemn assemblies, called "

Diocesan Synods." Announced long
beforehand, preceded by serious study and fervent prayer, opened
and carried on amidthe most sacred and august rites of her Bitnal,
these assemblies are convoked by the Bishop who summons there-
unto all thepriestsof his diocesewhose rightor" duty itis to attend;
with themhe examines whatever, before God, he considers to be
conducive to the greaterglory of the MostHigh, theparfectioaof the
clergy, and the spiritual good of tbe faithful. Drawing from tbe
treasures of the Fathers and Councils of the Churcb, he therein
promulgates decrees to secure tbe end priests and people must
always havein view moreespecially for the right observance of all
that pertains to ecclesiastical discipline. The time has, at length
come, for Us toconvoke thefirst of these assemblies in the diocese of
Cbristchnrcb.

Wherefore, We hereby announce that, witb theblessing of God,
■our first Synod will begin on the morning of the seventeenth day of
January, in the yearof grace 1893, and end on the nineteenth day
of the same month, All who, by right or custom, are bound to
attend the Diocesan Synod We summon to the same, and, in virtue
of holy obedienca, We command the attendance of all having charge
of souls in our diocese of Christchurcb. Shouldany canonicalreason
prevent any priest from attending, We must be informed,and per-
mission fcr abseuca be previously obtained from us. Following the
salutary customs of old, We,moreover,wish all whoare summoned to
the Synod to take part in the spiritual retreat, which, D.V., will
begin on the evening of tbe eleventhof January and close on themorning of the Synod. Thus, weshall, We fondly trust, obtain the
chief fruit which the holy Fathersand Councils of the Church so
strenuously Bought andurged in theseCanonicalassenblies— viz,,holyrecollection, careful examination of conscience, and the thorough
renovation of our whole Jives.

But in order th.it the salutary object of bath the Synod
■nd the retreit may be obtained, it behoves us to pour
forth fervent prayers to the Father of all mercy, the God
of all consolation, from Whom "every best gift and every
perfect gift cometh down." L:t us go with confidence tothetbionecf all grace,and there supplicateour loving Saviour Who,
having redeemed U3by the shedding of His precious blood, is ever
pleading in our behalf before the tbrone of His Eternal Father.Letus implore the light of the Holy Spirit that We may decree, and
one and all fulfil, whatever is boy, right, and meet. That theAlmfghtly may vouchsafe to hearken to our supplication andgrant
$ur request, let us turn to the glorious and immaculate Mother of:God, Mary, who is our own dear Mother, our Queen, our life, oursweetness, and ourhope. Ask her to look down upon us and ourdeliberations witheyes of mercy, to pray for us, and tospread the
mantle of her protection over us. Let us, too,secure the help andadvocacy of ail the heavenly host, especially tbe great St Joseph,
Mary's spotlees spouse ; the illustriousprecursor,StJobn theBaptist 5theblessedmartyr, Peter Chanel,and all the patronsand protectors
of this diocese.

We know by experience that God is wont to domuch in His
Church through the prayers and supplications of His consecrated

< "pooeeaand littlechildren so dear to His AdorableHeart;we beg

(Fromour own Correspondent.")
At tbeconclusion of the Rev Father Aubrey'sexamination,whichtook place last week, of the convent schools, the pupils entertainedhim at the establishment with a private and a complimentarycon-cert, and presentedhim with an address. This was thefirst oppor-tunity which they have had to honourhimsincehis appointment tothe spiritual charge of the parish at Timaru. He "left this city
unexpectedly, and they lave keenly felt th« want of anoccasion toexpress their gratitude for the very practical interest he has evertakenin their welfareandschool. A veryselectmusicalandinstrumen-tal programme wassuccessfully gonethrough,and theaddress,which ia
asplendid pieceof illuminating work, displays greatartistic skill and
taste. The harmonious blending of colours and the chaste design
producea most pleasing effect. A.t the foot of the addressis a verypioture of the convent in the neutral tint. The childrenpresentedEdison's mimeograph andaccessories with the address, whichia in a
massive gilt frame, and reads as follows :— "« To theVery RevFatherAubrey, S.M.-Dear Sev Father,— We bavebeen looking forward to
this occasion to give expression to the sentiments of affection andgratitude whichanimatesus at the remembranceof the many marksof kindness which you have conferred on ns since you* arrivalinNew Zealand. Though wesaw inycur appointment totheparish at
Timaru& proof of the Bishop's appreciation of yourmerits,it was,indeed, a causeof sorrow for us, asitdeprived us of onewho lor nolong had been the director of the schools, and the spiritual guidewho, with nntiring real, preparedmost of us for tbe firstHolyCom.munion and Confirmation. We will ever remember with gratitude
the instructions youhavegiven us,and itshall be ourconstant endea-vour,with God's help, togive proof that the seedhas not fallen onbarren ecil. We trust youwill long continue todischarge thedutiesof inspector of schools in this portionof the diocese,and thus affordus an opportunity of seeing occasionallythedevotedFather to whomwe areboundby the strongest ties of esteemandgratitude. Thank-ing youagain for yourpast kindness,and praying thatGodmay blessyouand all yourundertakings, weare, dearFather, your affectionateandgrateful children, the pupils of the Sisters of Our Lady of the*Missions." FatherAubrey thaDked, whenreplying, thepupils for theirunexpected and beautiful presents, and lot the compliments whichaccompaniedthe gifts. He had tried,he said, todo bisbest for theirprogress,and waspleasedtoseebow th»y hadseconded his efforts. Heemphasised theearnestness wherewiththey badenteredinto tbe work
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and implore the many spiritual children it is oar privilegetohaveinreligiouscommunities, tounite inmore frequent and ferventprayerand the recaption of the Moat Blessed Euohariafc, froolnow
nntil the closeof the Synod, toobtaia for us thehelp weneed tram onhigh. \k.

We earnestlybeseech the many pioussouls wholive intha wo»ldwithoutbeing of it, to giveus the same holy help.
Oneach of the three Sundays, preceding the Synod, we directthatin all the Churches and chapels in the diocese, thehymn M Y«niCreator Spiritus

"
with the veraicle and prayer,be suog before tbeprincipal Mass, to bring downthe blessing of Godon the Synodandand tbe preceding retreat. Wnera this byaia ctnaot ba sung, the

litanies o! the saints with accompanying prayers maybe recital
instead.

At Benediction, on the same ''Sunday, the hyma Aye Mart*Stella shall be sung after theLitanyof ourLady of Lorelto.
From the receipt of thispastoral,until further order, insteadof the prayer hitherto prescribed, that of the votive de Spiritu

Sancto shall be said or sung at Masa and.Benediction, whenever tbeRubric allows it.
Moieover* on the Sunday immediatelypreceedingithe,opening ofthe Synod, theBlessed Sacrament shall be solemnly exposed to tbevenerationof the faithful from the last Mass till the evening,in onrpro-Cathedralchurch, in 8t Mary's, Manchester street,and the otherprincipal churches of the diocese. To all who shall visit thesechurches and unite in the prescribed prayers when said or sung,We hereby grantanindulgenceof 40 days in thausual formof Holy

Church.
We would further have all our faithful flock know that theSovereign Pontiff grants a plenary indulgence to all who, having

received the Holy Sacraments of Penance and the Blessed Eucharistshall,during the days of the Bynod,visit ourpro-Oatnedral,andpraytherein for ihe intention of ourHolyFather thePope.
May the graceof ourLord Jesus Christ, and the charity of God,

and the communicationof tha Holy Ghost, be with youall. Amen.Given at our pro-Cathedral, Christohufch, this Bth day ofDecember,in the year of our Lord,1892, beiag the festival of ourbeloved Mother's Immaculate Conception,and appointed to baWad,
and afterwards placed in a conspicuous place in tha churches aidchapels of the diocese.

t John Joseph Gbimes, 8.M.,
Bisltop of Chiistoburch.
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