
shall call her blessed with increasing enthusiasm, as the
knowledge of her services to freedom is noised abroad."

—
The

address was frequently applaudeddnrirg its delivery, and the Hon
Dr Grace sat down amidst a storm of applause, which lasted for
some time.— Mr J.ODea, onmoving a hearty vote of thanks to the
chairman forhis address,Baid that this wasnot the first occasion on
whichthe bongentlemanhadcome forward to the assistance of the
Home Balecause. Some fifteen months ago, when the freadom of
Irelandhang in the balance, and when many Home Balers bothat
Home and in America were lukewarm in their support of it, Dr
Grace took his stand fearlessly and independently on the side of
justice and freedom. The services rendered by the chairman to the
causeof Ireland weregreat,and for such he desarved the gratitudeof
thelrish|people (applause).

—
After the concertpartof theprogramme,

|the floor wascleared for dancing, which wasindulged in for a couple
of hoars to the strains of Minifiedstring band. The attractions of

1the evening wasa well-erecated eight-banded Irishreel, which was
a source' of mnch interest to the audience, many of whom hadnever
eeenany such performancebefore. The general arrangements were
in thehands of a committee consisting of Messrs J. P. M'Alister,
W. F. Healey, P. P. Fleming, J. Coogan, B. Larkin, J. ODea,
P.Moroney, and D. B.Lawlor, who weremost successful in their
efforts.

The garden fair onbehalf of St Joseph'sOrphanage, concerning
whichIhad a word or twoto say last week,washeld on Wednesday,
atFather Lane's grounds, at the Lower Hutt. The weather in the
morning was lowering,but towards midday theclouds cleared away,
and Sol c«me outin all bispower and splendour, and thereby dis'
pelled any further anxiety as to the prospects, either by the pro-
moters or their patrons, The attendance, considering everything,
was very good, and although there was no regular programme of
sports, still those present apparently enjoyed themselves very much.
A number of stallo wereerected on the grounds for the sale of goods
of a useful and fancy character. The stall-boilers were— Mrs

-tcDonald (refreshmentstall). Mrs O'Meara, and Misses Sheridan,
MacManaway, O'Connor, Wright and Neville. A very energetic
business was done during the day, and woe betide the uahappy
wight who had forgotten his parse, and loved filthy lucre so much
that he could resist the fair, but very persevering, pleas on behalf
of the orphans. The Marist Brothers' school band, under the con-
ductorship of Mr Trowell, made their first bow to thepublic on the
occasion, andright creditable wasitas a firstperformance,reflecting
alike crediton thebandmaster andon themusician?, who,itie hoped
will be led by this success to still persevere in the same path.
There werevarious sports got up for the amusement of tbe juniors
present, which wereproductivenot alone of fun to the participants,
butalso to theirelders asthey lookedon. The sports were under the
direction of Messrs Truman and Costal1, whilst an Aunt Bally, under
Messrs Dealy and Daviswaswellpatronised. The followingare tbe
result of the races -.—Boy's Bac9

—
Emeny, 1;Foley, 2. Ditto— O.

Leydon,1;J.A. Myers, 2. Girl'sBace— Nellie Outtrim, 1; May
Kuchen, 2. fcack Bace (boys)— Foley, 1;Emeny, 2. Ditto-
Madden, 1;Apps,2. Three-legged Bace

—
Emeny and Fitemaurice

1. Girl's Bace— T. Gardner,1f Nellie Outtrim, 2. Little Girls'
Bace— Mollie Davis,1;Nellie Cottrell, 2. Ditto— Nellie Cadigan,
1;Agnes White, 2. Band Bace— W. Brady, 1;D. Maginnity, 2.
Band Sack Bace— Madden, 1; Maginnity, 2. Band Bace— T.
McCarthy, 1;J. Oadigan, 2. Ditto— Doyle,1;McDonald, 2. An
energeticcommitteehadmade verysatisfactory arrangements, which
were carried out in a very satisfactory manner, and they are to be
congratulated on the result of their endeavours, to benefli po good a
canst.

became theiraim. They willproaeouteit to its legitimate goal, and
Ireland willcomein for its shareof advancement. Probably nothing
of lateyears has morealarmed free men in GreatBritain than the
encouragement Lord Salisbury, as Premier of England,held oat to
Ulster torevoltagainst the lawsof theEmpire incaseHome Bale was
granted to Ireland. Speeches of thatkind,madein passionatehaste,
arenot forgotten as to theirsignificance by intelligent people. They
mean simply thatLordSalisbury,as far ashe binds his party, is com-
mitted togo outside the law topunish the aspirationsfor freedom of
theBritishpeople. They meanthathe considers himself competent to
decide theboundsof thefreedomof theBritish people. Preposterous
propositionI Pregnant in itsmeaning,most pernicious inits poten-
tialities. Outsideof Bngland there are forces in action rendering the
concession of Home Bale not only politic,but necessary. Public
opinion isnow animmense factor. The whole educated world— such
pertof it,at least, asis withoutbias— is withIrelandinher demand.
Thepoliticsof America is so enormously disturbedby thisquestion
that America, with all her force, political and moral, insists
on the concession. Ihad an important conversation with
MrDana of theNew York Sun on this subject. What is the cause
of the antipathy of your public men to England 7 Is it that Eng-
land has taken the whole of yourmaritime carrying business7— No.
The Canard Company pays a dividend of 5 per cent, to itsshare-
holders. We canearnat leastBon oarcapital. The ratesof freight
are very low. We could not carry our own freight as cheaply.— ls it
to and so,or so and so 7— No. What is it then7 Mr Dana finally
replied:We are determined England shall take her foot ofl theneck
of Ireland1 Isaid— Quite so. That is, the Irish question disturbs
the whole of your domestic politics. You have enteredinto acom-
pact with theIrishpeoplethatonce theHome Bulequestionissettled,
theyshallceasetheiragitation aboutIreland,andbecomeincorporated
with the American people,and youknow they meanto observe that
compact. Youknow that thereexist no foreign politici outside that
questionfor you,and youmeanto harassEnglandinto its settlement,
oneveryoccasion andby everymeansinyourpower. He didnotdeny
it. Heknewit was true, andIknew it was true. It wasthe policy
of Mr Blame on behalf of the Republicansandof the Democrats
in general. The HomeBule question in America crops up on all
occasions, anditis thesamein a lesser degree inall English-speaking
races. AllContinentalcountries forever sneeratEngland onaccount
of her treatmentof the sister isle. What did Russia reply recently
to a protest from England on the persecutionof the Jews7 Practi-
cally—' Shut up. Consider your disgraceful persecution of your
fellow-citizens, the Irish.' England is pretty thick-skinned,
pretty long-winded in her insensate wilfulneas, bat she can-
not for ever resist such pressure from within and without,
"specially as she is beginning to realise that she will
be blessed in the fruition of her repentance,

—
more than

erenthe Irish will be benefited,— for her trade, wealth,and security
must be enhanced by this act of tardy justice. These are the
motiveswhichinfluencenations. For, whatever idealists may think,
the lowest commercial selfishness, tempered by occasional wavesof
enthusiasm,rulesmodern civilisation, and GreatBritain, so far from
beingthe exception, has lead in the van, and is likely to continue
there as long as she combines with high administrative talent a
Strict attentionto the social reformsnecessary within her own terri-
tory. And now, what shallIsay asto the conduct of Irelandin
this constitutionalstruggle 7 Cheered inher pathby the intellectual
sympathy of all civilised Europe from the period antecedent to
Catholic Emancipation to this hoar, she has exhibited, under the
bitterestprovocation,amoderation anparalledin history. Fromout
thebosomof anuneducated peasantry, she has producednumberless
men of energy and genius, hotdes of artisans and labourers who
haremadeevery pathof industry smile, generations of peoples who
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