
obtain redress of their grievances.
Mr H.H,Loughnan, in secondingthe resolution,said thatif the

large attendance of Catholics at this meeting could be taken as
evidence that the Catholics of this part ofNew Zealand were at
length shaking off the apparent lethargy which bad for so long
characterised their attitude towardssecular education,itwas amatter
upon which Catholicsas a body might well congratulate themselves.
For miny yearsin Canterbury no one had been found able, ready,
and willing to step on to a public platformand advocate with his
wholeheart and soul the sacred rights of Catholicsinthis matter.
No one hadattempted to organise or in any way turn the voting
power of Catholics to a useful purpose. Up to this timeevery indi-
vidual Catholicelector had found himself to be powerless to control
or in theslightest degree influence for good the electionsin whichhe
had been called upon to take part, and thushad come about this
extraordinary state of things that, although it would seem that
Catholicspossesseda fair numerical strength inmany constituencies,
nowhere, as far as he could learn, had candidates thought itneces-
sary or advisableto attempt to secure theCatholic vote. He hoped
that the committee spoken of in the resolution would prove it-
self of practical utility,and theresult wouldbe that theill-directed,
disunited Catholic vote of the past wouldbe moulded into a power-
ful weaponof offence anddefence for the futare. With rsgard to the
chances of Buccess he wasof opinionthat in this partof the Oolooy
such opposition as was to be found to this Catholic claimto ashare
in thepublic meney spenton education waß founded not somuchon
a spiritof religious intolerance as on the thin-end-of-the-wedgeargu
ment, well referred to by aprevious speaker. Religious intolerance
of thekind alluded tohadnot, he thought, any largeholdin Canter-
bury, but the oppositionto Catholic claims waskept alive,if really
it existed at all, by continuous repetition of the bug-bear— that
assistance todenominational schools involvedthe destructionof the
national scheme of education, the lapse of the wholepeople into
ignorance and barbarism, Itwas evident,however, from many of
the signsof the times thatnumbers of men who bad been influenosd
by this mistake were now beginning torealise that thethreatened
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matterand show that a change for the worse has taken place. In
politicsit was the same. Might wasright, and but few personsnow
regard the justiceof any proposal nnder consideration. The same
writer said that the peopleof New Zealand were, inconsequence of
the education system, the most enlightenedcommunity under the
sun. Well, that writer stood in no need of repeating the prayer
utteredby auoldScotch lady, who said :"May the Lord gie us a
quidopiniono'ourselves"(laughter). Wemaybe themost enlightened
people that ever lived, but be knew or had read of but few com-
munities more easily imposedupon by political and religious quacks
than the very community in which they wereliving. Inpoliticsor
intheology no proposition,however grotesque or illogical it might
be, but wouldhave followersby the thousand(loud applause). Per-
haps that was a way they had of manifesting theenlightenment
resulting from theirmarvellous systemof education. Coming to the
great questionof howgrievances of Catholics weretobe remedied,
he said they must look at the objections whioh would be urged
against them. Hedidnot think the prejudice against Catholics as
such was now as strongas many persons supposed. The fact that
Mr W. B.Perceval wasreturned second on thepoll for Christchurch,
tbongh an advanced supporter of the claims of Catholics, was a
strong proof of this. The great obstaclethat be thought stood in the
way of justice to Catholics was the fear of workingmen, that if aid
weregranted toCatholicschools, the present system of free education
would be broken down, and that school fees would be reinforced.
Nowitappearsfrom whathad been said by MessrsNolan and Whitethatitcost theGovernmentfrom £4 to £5 aheadtoeducate childrenin theStateschools, while the same work wasdone by Catholics at a
cost of £1 6s per head. Perhaps if it were definitely knownthat
whileCatholics consideredasa matterof strict right and justice thati
they wereentitled toas much per head of the education grant as wasi
paid to the State schools,yet that as a compromise for a time at all
events they would be satisfied with, say two pounds per head,
themoderation as well as the justice of theirdemands might disarm
opposition. Nor could it be said that the granting of theirclaims
would lead to others making similar demands. Evenif they did,

snm paidbj the Catholicsof thiscountry tosecure freedom6f rett>
gion for the children. That £40,000 is a finepaidyearly foriibtrty
of conscience. And this isa land where liberty if for all. This ii
not a matterof sentiment, it is a matter of justice. The lawthat
forces that fine upon the Catholicsof this Colony is anunjust law,
and we all know that an unjust lawdoes not bind. There is nomore justice in that law than in the law whioh in formerdays said:"No Catholicshall possess ahorse worth more than £ti." That isoneof thepenal lawsof thepast. There is nota bit more justice in
our present education law than there was in that which saidall
Catholicsshall attendtheProtestantchurch; those who donot shall
pay a fine of £20J% month. The case is |precisely the same now.Catholics shall send their children to the godless schoolsorthey shall
pay a fine of £40,000. This is a smiling and a glorious country.
Tou maycall it aland of freedom;butIfail to see the freedomof
the Catholics, made subject to a law like that.— Oarried manU
mously.

Mr ft. Dobbin proposed the fourth resolution, whioh wasas
follows:—

"
Thatacommitteebe formed to see that everyOatholio

duly qualified be registered on the electoralroll of thedistrict in
whichht resides." Inmoving the resolution,Mr Dobbinhopedhe
would beexcused if he said that thepast attitudeofthe Catholicsof
New Zealand in general, and of Christcburch in particular, had
always irritated him. Theyseemed torehearse theirgrievanceswith-
out taking any steps to get them redressed. He trustedthat that
meetingmight be taken as a sign that the days of meretalk were
passed,and that the time for action hadarrived. The first thing we
had to do was to ascertain our strength in the constituencies* to
organise our forces, and to throw allour weightuponthe samepoint.
He hopedthe day wasnot far distant whenweshould be in a position
toapproachthe leaders of parties in the country with astatementofournumerical strength, and to pledgeourunitedsupport to theparty
favourable to our claims. But before this could be accomplished
committees mußt be formed to Bee that Catholicsregister their votes,
know how to vote, and vole for the right man. When this wasdone
he believed the Catholicsof New Zealand wouldbe ina fair way to

there wasno reasonwhy the country should pay four or five pounds
perhead for work that could bedone for half the money. He merely
wished to suggest to the leaders of themovement thatitmight be
better if it was definitely known that concessions would satisfy the
Catholics. The more moderateit was,of course, the more likely in
his opinionwas it tobe granted. The great thing at present was to
getall possible Catholic voterson theroll. Then whenelection time
comesround, for the leaders of the movement in thedifferent parts of
the Colonyto actunitedly so as to make theCatholic vote as effective
as possiblein the way ol making its influence felt in allparts of the
Colony. Other classes in the community wereorganising to protect
thtir interests, and Catholics had an equalright to do the same. It
wasnot nnmbers somuch as thorough organisation which gave such
power to unionism. If Catholics organised in a like manner the day
of obtaining redress of their grievance wasnot far distant. Again
thankinghisLordship for having asked him to takepart in the meet-
ing, he concluded by moving the following resolution

— "That we
claim as an act of justice our due share of the taxes paid by all for
the elementary educationot the children of the Colony, and weare
resolvedto vote for nocandidatewho will not publicly pledge him-
self tosupport th« Catholic claims.'1

This resolution was seconded by Rev Father Bell, who spoke as
follows :—Ihaveeverbeen taught from my youth to look upon the
colonies as theplace where justice wasdone to thehonest workman;
where he could use the energieswhich God gave him, and see the
fruits of his labour. Australasiawas held out to ourhopesas the
place whereindustry reapedits reward."Cheer,boysIcheer,

There's wealth for honest labour,
Cheer, boys! cheer,

For the new and happy land."
Ithought that the oppressionof the old country wasa thing of

the past, and that penalties for religion would never disgrace the
statute book ofacountry like New Zealand. Iwas doomed to dis-
appointment, Pains and penalties for religion were not a thing of
theput; they exist at the present moment. £40,000 a year is the
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