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—
3 qen Mllett predicts that the forthcoming winter will be the
aworst that the dock labourers have experienced tor'15 years, Tkhere
are alzéady. 90@0 men idle,

Anotber crowded meeting of the undergronnd braug ol the
AM.A, (says the Bydoey Fresman's Journal of October 15) was held
In the Theatre Boyal, Broken Hill, on Tnesday. The following remo-
tions ware unanimously carried :—% That the Broken Hill branch of
the Mivers’ Assoclation hercby repudiates any advances on the pert
ot individuals foreign to the present strnggle in their efforts to
mediate by contract labour or otherwise between onrselves and the
real isane in dispute ; and that we reeolve Srmly and loyally to com-
bat every obstacle in the way of a pacific and bhonourable settiement,
whether they be bogus unions or capitalistie inspired movements,”

At the mass meeting on the reserve Mesara O'Connell and
O'Donnell conveyed to the atrikers the sympathy of the workers of
Adelaide. They believed that, though negotiations were still pro-
ceeding, they had done something in the direction of bringing about
A sottlement. WIith regard to the new anion, Mr O'Dopnell maid that
the people of Adelaide were much Amused at the ides. 7The men bad
too much sense to believe that the intentions of the promoters were
bonourable, Otherspeakerasaid thattboze who wou!d thick of joining
such A combinntion would be guilty of the very worat form of * black-
legging.”

In the issne of October 10 the Barrier Miner had alluded to the
new union as follows :~' Foar years ago, when the first great strike

occurred at Broken Hill, it was one of the bases of settlement that a
pew union should be formed, whose members should be released from
! the thraldom under which the members of tbe other unnious
laboured.' Thus the Bmelters, Concentrators, and Surface Hands'
Uoion came into heing, For a long time it waa spoken of by the
other onioniste contemptoously, being indeed referred to as ‘the
blacklege' nnicn,” But presently members began to koow each other
better, and to find that they had wronged one anather and that there
wan really no difference between them, until the eurface branch of
the A M.A. and tha new nnionm sctuslly agreed to combine; snd
sitling npou the defence commitiee of seven to-day we find the secre-
tary of the B.R.8, C., and 8.H, Union ! History is repeating itself ;
for now we find proposed e ooe of the bases of settlement of the
present strike the formation of a new union, which likewise, we are
told, shall not place upon its members ‘the thraldom to which otber
ooicnists are subjected.’ But the experience of the past raises the
guestioo, what permanent advaotage wiil the formation of this new
ttnjon be! Certainly & great deal is said in order to show how vastly
different institutions the old uniwns and the proposed new one mre,
juat, indeed, as between three and four years ago the same thing wan
dope with respect to the branches of the A M A, and the new B.R.8,,
Q. snd B,H. Unicn. But as experience proved in that case, so ex-
amination shows now, no material difference actually exists, .
What, then, does it all mean? Here we have a union proposed which
is no qifferent from the other unions. The chief avowed resson for
brioging it into beiog ig, first, that socialism ahall not be one of ita
principles, while, as it is, socialiem i8 not mny more ove of the
principles of the old unions than Freemasonry or Mormonism js, Ve
believe that some cof those who have taken part in the movement
honestly laboured onder a false impression, and, since that has been
removed, will drop the matter. But others who have their own
intereste to serve may take up the matter again and press it, With
them the objects may be twefcld : By throwiog dust in the eyes of
the men, to canse a split in the camp, and thus ensure defeat;
snd to afford an excuse for those who in their hearts wonld like to
blackleg, but are ashamed to do it under existing conditions. What
im especially notewortby is that this proposed new crganisation is
nnder the aegis of the managers; and, as the Register remarks, ‘ there
is good reason to believe that the manifesto will be gecepted by the
mining companies,’ We have shown, howerver, that what the pre-
posed hew anion is agreeable to is aAlmost the same as what the old
ones will accept ; wherefore it should follow that the companies will
accept the terms offered by the latter, Clearly the two parties in the
contest are getting very close togsther, and the new movement helps
to ehow that a few minutes’ conference would settle the whole trogble.
Of couree, if the purpose of causing a aplit in the camp suceceds, there
will be no need of a conference, becanse then the directors must win.
It oow resta with the men, baving seen the difference between the
establiebed old nniovs (which are in touch with the nnions through-
out Australis) snd the new uniom (which wonld stanJ alone) to
determine whether they wiil *awap horses while crossing the stream.’
Abe Lincoln hinted that it was emicidal ; and he was no fool, Tre
horees are alike almost aa two peas ; and if the companles approve of
one they cannot cons stently disapprove of the other, It ig satis-
factory to know 1hat those who ars at 1he head of ths new movement
have candidly acknowledged this, acd have declsred tbat they will
work cordially wi h the repiesentatives of the old unions, Thke move-
ment baa done good, without doubt, in showing what the old unions’

D. DAWSON,

Agent for N. Lazaml inlite Bpectacles.
o Age O;KOG&II. Thoum:lcth Defeotive Bights invited to

rractical wWalchmaker aud Joweller,
Exchange Court, Princes strect, DUNEDIN,

Sights Tested by his Patent
inspect.

principles really are ; for it needed something of this kind to olear
away the cobwebs of misrepresentations which the enemiea of the man

have spun shout them."” 4

A cablegram under date Sydney, Ootober 22, runs thos :—* At
the Broken Hill mines (he ownets are gradually replacing the men on
strike, and in some cases unionists have been re.engaged.” That
there are, meantime, two sidea to the break-down of the strike, the
following passage from a letter published in the Adelaide Register may
poseibly snggest :—"They (shareho!ders) must know that all the navvies
in creation can never give them a dividend, acd that they will bave to
wait until by the pressure of * blacklegs’ and starvation the miners
are forced to go back ; and what will this mesn? It will mean that
the mine will be warked by = surly, discontented body of men,
emarting under defeat and waiting the first opportunity to renew the
fight, [f the men are beaten by starvation it will take years to effsce
the remembrance of the bitter stroggle, and until it is effaced the
aatisfactory relations which existed befween the owaers and their
workmen prior to the strike, and which so materially conduced to the
succeeaful working of the mines, will not be re-eetablished,”

The correspondent of the (tago Daily Times wires an follows
under date Anckland, October 22 :— At a mesoting between the
Tailoresses Union deputation and the Employera® Association (Mr A.
H. Nethen president) 72 the dificulty with maoufactorers, the Chair-
man said he understood the questions in dispute were log or piece-
work, and also the number of apprentices, The association at present
was not quite prepared to commit tbemaelves one way or another
ontil the whole master had been thoroughly goneinto, The pointain dis-
pute were technical ones in the main, and the association would like
details placed before it, Miss Morrison stated that matters had now
come to a deadlock, especially as to the question of the appoiniment
of expert handa who bsd been discharged snd their places taken by
appreotices, Various depuntationa had visited the firms, who had prac-
tically agreed to the log submitted by the union, whilst four held
aloof, and one of these had utterly ignored the union, 1t was not
proposed to enforce the union rales as to apprentices until June 1894,
The log drawn up by the onion has been accepied as a basis by Mesars
Clark and Sons, Ehrmaon, Fry, and Mrs Davia, whilst Maessrs
M‘Arthur and Co., Powley, Moran, and Breda stand aloof. Bome
3000 women were affected by the questions at issee. The union was
opposed to str.kes and all such unsaiisfactory methods. The four
firms first mentioned had practically agreed to the proposed seitle-
ment, and had expressed themselves very pleased with the basis of
agreement. Mr Clark thought Miss Morrison went a little too far in
stating that the four firms had absolutely agreed to all the terms of
the proposal. Miss Morrison said the union wished the association to
arbitrate in the matter, All other means had been tried, but without
effect. The union had waved the question as to the employment of
union or non-union labour, Mr Finlayeson (Sargood and Co,) wans of
opinion that a fair wage was, under the circumstances of the Anckland
trade, more salisfactory than a log, Mr Clark etated thet many
employers were afraid of unionism, They bad had too moch of it
lately in New Zealand, Miss Morriton mecntioned that the union had
practically recognised freedom of comtract, The chairman promised
that the asseciation would do its utmost to effect a conciliation at as
early a date ag possible.

Amercan Hotes.

ARCHBISHOP IRELAND has retaroed from Bome deeply impressed by
the attitude of the Pope towards progress. The declaration of his
Holiness in favour of the French Republic has especially affected the
Archbishop, who has seen in it a very important decision in eivil
ethics. The Archbishop bolds that the development of republicaniam
is a proof of the growth of intelligence among the people. Bot the
Pope, hs says, recognices the people as the mediam through whom
thoss who commandjreceive, from the Divine authority, their right
to role. The Church, meaatime, which has been made by God to last
for ever, remains unchanging, and is linked with no particular form
of Government, Bhe admits the necessity of political changes and
belps to solve them. Leo XIII. and hia eminent connasellors, of whom
tne Archbishop mentions with especial respect the Oardinals Ledo-
chowski and Rampolia, understand thoronghly the world they are
dealing with,

The Oatholic schools of the United States ara busily engaged in
pieparing exhibits for the approaching Worid's Fair at Cbicago,
The Pope takes a keen interest in the matter, and has written several
letters to persone concerned expressing his desires regarding it, The
exhibit of 1he Corfsiian Broihers will largely consist of the daily work
of their schouls, the best exercises of the various kinds being taken
vp from ihe deaks just ms the boys have lstt them, The Jemit
Fathere are aleo expested to come oreditably to the front. The work




